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PREFACE 

'n 1875 my grandfather, James Gallatin, handed me 
arge sealed packet, telling me it contained his Dia 
rom 1813 until 1827, also many important priva 
locuments. 

I was not in any case to publish any part of it un 
.900. He died the following year. It lay unopened ai 
learly forgotten until last year. On reading it, I foui 
t of the deepest interest. This decided me (after weedii 
>ut large portions and suppressing anything that mig] 
iffend) to offer it to the public. 

It throws a very clear light on the events leading i 
o the Treaty of Ghent, and on the actual conclusion 
hat treaty. James accompanied his father, Albe 
rallatin, as private and confidential secretary. He wj 
ixteen years of age when the Diary opens. 

Albert Gallatin held a unique position. Born ; 
reneva in 1761, of one of the most aristocratic familie 
e was left an orphan at an early age, and was brougl 
p by his grandmother, Madame de Gallatin-Vaudene 
he was a woman of very strong character, an intima' 
dend of the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, and also < 
r oltaire. 


Lnd at that time the possessor of but a small fortune, h 
suddenly disappeared. The next heard of him was i 
America. 

In this connection the following letter of May 24, 178( 
rom Benjamin Franklin to Richard Bache, Postmastei 
General of the United States, is of interest: 

Dear Son, 

Messieurs Gallatin and de Sene , two youn 
pntlemen of Geneva of good families and very good cha\ 
%cters, having an inclination to see America , if the 
should arrive in your City I recommend them to yov 
Civilities , Counsel and Countenance. 

I am ever your affectionate father , 

B. Franklin. 

At the age of forty, Albert Gallatin held the positio 
of Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. Thi 
post he held until 1814. 

In 1813, an official offer having been made by tb 
Russian Minister, Count Dashkoff, of the mediation ( 
Russia, with a view to making peace between Englan 
and the United States, Mr. Madison, the President, ser 
for Mr. Gallatin and requested him to proceed at once t 
St. Petersburg as head of a mission, appointing M: 
Adams (Minister to Russia) and Mr. Bayard as the othe 
two delegates. 

On April 1, 1813, the Treasury was empty; but, wit 
the assistance of John Jacob Astor,* Gallatin was enable 
to make terms with the banking houses of Parish an 
Girard, and so saved the United States from bankruptcy 
It was a bitter pill for the Federalists to swallow thi 

* John Jacob Astor from Waldorf, Germany. At the age of sixte* 
he joined his elder brother, a dealer in musical instruments, in Londo 
At the age of twenty with a small nack of furs he started on his ma 


chieved tins; it also rather put American patriotism 
iame. 

As the Diary will show, the mission to Russia w 
itile. But Gallatin made every effort, and with the a 
f his friends, Madame de Stael, Generals Lafayette ai 
loreau, and Baron Humboldt, he obtained a person 
iterview with the Emperor Alexander in Londo 
'here is no doubt that the latter's influence had gre 
weight. That Albert Gallatin under the greatest dif 
ulties (particularly with his own colleagues) made t 
'reaty of Peace is now universally acknowledged. E 
eing a foreigner was a great advantage to him as 
egotiator in Europe—but placed him at a disadvanta 
i America. 

Lord Castlereagh and the Duke of Wellington we 
lad to treat with him, and in 1815 he practically coi 
leted the Commercial Treaty, though by his tact 
[lowed Mr. Adams to imagine that he had done so. 

He was Minister in France from 1816 until 1823, ai 
r as the United States Ambassador in England fro 
826 to 1827. He was a man of the most simple tast 
ut of deep learning. Louis XVIII once laughingly sa 
) him, “Your French is more perfect than mine, b 
ly English is far better than yours." 

John Jacob Astor made him the most generous off 
P a share in his business, Alexander Baring* did t 
ime; he refused them both with the same answer, “ 
lan holding the position I have must not die rich." 

He was offered the Treasury again in 1844. He d 

t answer the letter, but simply endorsed it, “Folly 
hich I take no notice." 

He died in 1849 at the age of eighty-eight. It w 
[ways his wish that my father, his eldest grandso 


PREFACE 


I was brought up by my grandfather, J 
the author of this Diary. My father died 
1859. 




INTRODUCTION 

tjst one hundred years ago three envoys from the Unite 
tates met, at Ghent, three from Great Britain, in ord< 
o negotiate for a peace which should close the aimle 
nd indecisive war which those countries had been wagii 
ar two years. After many weeks of wrangling, durii 
rhich they often despaired of success, they succeed© 
nd on December 24, Christmas Eve, the treaty of tl 
wo nations was signed, which has given one hundr< 
ears of a peace several times endangered, but nev 
iroken, and now far more likely to continue unbrok< 
han it ever was before. 

This result was mainly due to the tact, patience, sel 
ontrol, and wisdom of Albert Gallatin, one of the Amei 
an Commissioners, the others being John Quincy Adam 
lenry Clay, Bayard and Russell. Bom at Geneva : 
,761 of an ancient family, originally from Savoy, he hi 
;one to the United States in 1780, had entered Congre 
n 1795, and had at once risen to distinction there by h 
emarkable gifts—clearness of thought, power of logic 
.rgument, and steadfastness of purpose. As Secretai 
if the Treasury in the administrations of Jefferson ar 
dadison from 1800 to 1813, he had resumed the wi 
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and which covers also the period (1826-27) of Alberl 
Gallatin’s last special diplomatic mission to England. 
The latest entry is October 9, 1827. 

This Diary, given many years ago by James Gallatin 
to his grandson, is now published by the latter. Count 
mftgrt Gallatin. It is a singularly fresh, frank, and 
vivid record of the incidents which the young man saw 
in Holland, France, and England during his stay there, 
and of the sentiments which those incidents evoked 
when they happened. Young Gallatin had great ad¬ 
vantages as an observer, for while his father’s position 
gave him access to the society of the ruling classes in 
the countries named, he was himself able to move about 
more freely than his father could, and see life on its 
unofficial side. Being moreover a detached observer, 
and in character and tastes more a Genovese than an 
American, he was able to survey men and things with 
an impartially critical eye, which in its youthful confidence 
spared nobody, except his father, and saw the faults of 
his American citizens at least as clearly as he did those 
of Frenchmen or Englishmen. 

The intimacy of his daily jottings gives us a lively 
picture of the Gallatin family. His mother was a typical 
New Englander of that time, altogether well regulated, 
and so loyal to her Puritan piety that she refused to 
attend on a Sunday any of the State and Court functions 
which the customs of the Bourbon Restoration allotted 
to that day. His sister, also well regulated, was not 
without liveliness and spirit. James, the diarist, is a 
bright fellow with plenty of humour and by no means 
well regulated. The ruling figure is, of course, the 
illustrious father. The picture of his character is all 
the more interesting because Albert Gallatin was a 
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to the weak sides of democracy. His perse^ 
high sense of duty, and his clear, strong judg 
out both in the notices of his conduct in difficu 
and in the letters from his pen, some few of 
been very properly inserted in the book, i 
American history will value these familiar gl. 
man who did not in his own day receive from 
American public the credit which his disinl 
as well as his abilities deserved. He was nc 
popularity, and he certainly never sought it 
with or under whom he worked recognized 
and though there had often been friction b< 
and John Quincy Adams, that upright and pul 
man insisted on his accepting the mission to 
1826, which Gallatin had sought to avoid. 

There are in this book many interesting si 
the remarkable events and personages of 
Napoleon Bonaparte (during the Hundred 
the Duke of Wellington pass across the sts 
the Eighteenth appears frequently, and th 
Berri, of whose assassination in 1820 there 
account. So does King George the Eourth ai 
Alexander I of Russia, and his Minister Pozz 
the only Corsican, except the Bonapartes and 
has figured in European history since the ten 
We hear a good deal about Lafayette and I 
Stael, and Joseph Bonaparte and Madame 
Bonaparte (the wife of Jerome Bonaparte), w 
the other personages more or less fully touche 
are Alexander von Humboldt, Lord Castlereagl 
briand, Talleyrand (of whom there is a good 
Count d’Orsay, Madame Rgcamier, Count 
George Canning, Lord Goderich, and those 
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it is so softened by the lapse of a centu 
descendants of the persons implicated 
care. The anecdotes and the gossip pre 
ture of the society of the time, more dis 
more intemperate in England, more ci 
On the social as well as the political si< 
contribution to history, and Europeans 
icans may be glad that the Diary of th: 
matist has not shared the common fate 
young men consign their personal exper: 
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BROTHER-IN-LAW 

“I have made up my mind that I could in no other manne 
be more usefully employed for the present than on th 
negotiation of a peace. Peace is at all times desirable 
England must be desirous at this critical moment to hav< 
it in her power to apply her whole force on the continen 
of Europe, and the mediation of Russia saves her pride.” 

Diary resumed: 

MAY 9, 1813 

We sailed to-day from Newcastle—a ship called th< 
Neptune, 300 tons—Captain Lloyd Jones, J. A. Bayard 
G. H. Dallas, George Milligan, John Todd, father, anc 
myself. 

MAY 10 

Head-winds. I am a bad sailor. I share father’s cabin. 
He comes in now and then and looks at me gravely. He 
says he has no time to think of being sick. 

MAY 11 

A British frigate at anchor; she sent a boat with a 
lieutenant and the captain’s compliments to father 
saying that he would be pleased to see him on board. 
Of course he declined, but sent Dallas and Milligan to 
present his compliments. Captain Jones also took 
Admiral Warren’s passport to have it endorsed. The 
frigate is the Spartan —her Captain’s name is Braynton. 

JUNE 20: GOTTENBURG 

We anchored in the quarantine grounds this morning. 
It being Sunday we only got our permission from Gotten- 
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\ only a barren rocK. Keturned on board at lU.dU. 
ONE 91 

Ve hired two boats to take us to Gottenburg. We lande 
ye miles from Gottenburg as the current was so stron, 
e fortunately found carriages to take us to the tow; 
Vhile we waited for them we went into some of the house 
aey are very dirty, horrible smells. All the women a; 
gly and blow their noses on their aprons. Such apologii 
)r carriages—simply open carts, four of them, eac 
rawn by half-starved ponies; wooden springs to tl 
arts. The River Gotha full of shipping. We stoppe 
t the house of a Mr. Dixon a nice Scotsman who ha 
en American Consul. Several Americans came to s< 
tther. 

ONE 99 

Returned to our ship after breakfast—sailed in tl 
gening. . . . Father found a courier going to Englan 
nd entrusted him with a letter to Alexander Barir 
r hich I copied for him.* 

[JNE 95: COPENHAGEN 

Ve landed this morning. Went to Bachalan’s Hote 
'ather let me go to see all the sights and afterwan 
uestioned me by way of teaching me history. 

QLY 1 

Ve went on board this morning. South-east win< 
r hich delays us greatly. Father called me on dec] 
ointed out where Lord Nelson fought his battle in 180 
[e says all the fortifications are new. It was boi 
arded in September 1807. Most of the houses destroy* 

.1_j i «ii-j rni_ _ x „ 1 




The King lives most simply, lhe Ministers have merel; 
nominal salaries. Father says he cannot understam 
England and Russia’s conduct toward Norway. It ha 
thrown the nation into the hands of the French agains 
their will. Great poverty and distress and much dis 
content. The people struck me as most civil; the^ 
looked weary and oppressed, but are very sober. 

JULY 3 

Always head-winds. I do hope we will finish this voyag< 
soon, it is so monotonous. Father wishes me to do £ 
certain amount of work every day. I feel it is good foi 
me and it certainly makes the time pass more rapidly. 

JULY 8 

Lovely weather but still head-winds. Just called or 
deck to see the coast of Courland. All on board arc 
getting very weary and impatient to land. Fathei 
always keeps his serene temper. 

JULY 12 

Entered Gulf of Finland. We will soon be at the end 
of our voyage. 

JULY SI: ST. PETERSBURG 

After a tedious journey with little to interest one we 
arrived at St. Petersburg. It is very beautiful. Weather 
very warm. 

JULY 23 

Have been sight-seeing all day. St. Petersburg is very 
fine—great width of the streets and fine palaces. In 
the evenings father tells me much of Russian history. 
Mr. Adams* very civil but has a disagreeable manner. 
He is from New F/ntdanrl a “ ” 


ather is much disappointed that no steps have bee 
aken by England beyond a note discouraging arbitratic 
ltogether. He fears the English Government resei 
he offer of Russian mediation and that the Presidei 
ras a little hasty in sending the mission. 

^he Emperor is not at St. Petersburg but with h 
rmy fighting Napoleon. He left Count Romanzoff i 
harge of foreign affairs and has taken Count Nesselroc 
nth him. This father greatly regrets, as Count I 
as great influence with the Emperor and thinks it 1 
he interest of Russia to remain in close friendship wit 
Ingland. Count Romanzoff, on the contrary, was tl 
istigator of the offer of mediation on the part of Russi 
s he disapproves of the overpowering dominion < 
England on the sea. . . . 

ULY 29 

)ur position is a very embarrassing one. We plainly s< 
re are not wanted. Romanzoff is pressing the Emper< 
o renew his offer of mediation to England. . . . 

.UGUST 6 

uch weary waiting, and all seems so hopeless. M 
ither’s wonderful calm and patience surprise one ar 
11. I, of course, being so young, find plenty of amus 
aent here; all is so new to me. To-day, after all corr 
pondence was terminated, father began to talk to m 
le warned me as to my future life—that is, if I decide 
o remain in America—never, above all things, to forg< 
ly birth and the duties that birth brings—never to c 
nything to dishonour a name which for centuries ha 
ever borne a stain—always to remember that tri 
obility was simplicity—always to be civil, particular 
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-wealth, in minerals, &e. &c., must be enorr 
turers would come with the lust of gold- 
scruples or conscience or education—that 
be terrible corruption—never to mix mys 
man who did not carry on his business or 
in an honest manner—f ar better to die poor i 
than to sully my name—that the country 
for years from corruption—immense fortui 
made and lost and men of evil repute wouh 
of the power of their money, keep corrup 
honesty afloat. . . . 

AUGUST 9 

I never saw people drink as the Russian: 
buffet covered with bottles and glasses 
They drink seven or eight glasses of vodkc 
before going into dinner. I have never to 
of any kind. After dinner the young men 
and disgusting. . . . 

AUGUST 11 

Yesterday the Emperor’s answer was conn 
father and the other envoys. He authoriz( 
to renew offer of mediation to England, b 
direct to London. . . . 

AUGUST 24 

Count Romanzoff summoned the envoys 
them the dispatches renewing the offer. Fat 
two or three alterations and they were mad< 
be writing all day—my head is in a whirl, l 


Je ne suis pas aveugle sur la position actuelle de ce pays, 
mais j'aurai toujours de la partiality pour lui. Je 
nPinteresserai toujours & son bonheur et & son sucees. 

Le refus du gouvernement anglais doit vous mettre 
dans une situation tres-desagr6able. 

Je vois cFiei les Federalistes exagerfe rire des maux 
de leur pays par Fespoir de voir le triomphe de leur 
parti, et les exagerfe du parti contraire en profiter contre 
vous et le President; car il ne faut pas vous en flatter, 
quelque mecontentement que le refus des Anglais de 
traiter en Russie puisse occasionner la guerre ne sera pas 
nationale; il y'a trop cFegoisme; trop de richesse dans 
toutes les classes, et pas assez cFargent dans les caisses 
de Fetat, pour qu'on puisse esp6rer un mouvement assez 
vigoureux de la nation qui la mette dans une attitude 
imposante. 

Les Anglais veulent, dit-on, traiter de la paix sans 
mediation. Je le crois, mais il est h craindre que la 

If it had been the Royalists who slew Robespierre, the Republicans 
would have thanked them twenty-four hours after. 

I was indeed sorry to hear that in spite of the powerful intervention 
of his Imperial Majesty your mission would not meet with the success 
that we anticipated. As one of the English ministers in Germany said 
to me, “The English will not admit of any mediation when their 
nghts at sea are under discussion.” 

I have not the honour to be an American, but I am deeply inter¬ 
ested in the fate of a country where I have stayed so long and whore 
I have received so many marks of kindness. I am far from being 
blind to the present position of your country, but I shall always have 
an interest in her welfare and success. 

The refusal of the English Government must place you in a very 
disagreeable position. I can imagine the extreme Federals laughing 
at disasters to their country in the hope of a party triumph; while 
I can see the Extremists on the other side making capital out of them 
to discredit you and the President. There is no use in deceiving 
yourself; America may be irritated bv the "Finer lick 


humain et le plus nonnete que je connaisse, me combl€ 
d’amitie. H s’interesse aux Americains et sera toujours 
pr^tj j’en suis sur, & user de toute son influence pour leui 
procurer la paix. Si je pouvais vous etre bon a quelque 
cbose ou pour votre mission ou pour vous-meme veuillez 
disposer de moi et croire aux sentiments de la considera¬ 
tion la plus distinguee avec laquelle je suis votre tres- 
humble et tres-obtissant serviteur. 

Moreau, 

Au Quartier-G6neral Imperial, Hrushova, 21 Aoflt, 1813. 
SEPTEMBER 15: WEDNESDAY 

No answer from England. Father greatly distressed at 
the death of General Moreau. 

SEPTEMBER 20 

Nothing doing re mediation; we have to wait patiently 
for answer. Father thinks nothing can be done in Russia 
and is anxious to go to England. 

SEPTEMBER 25 ■> 

We amuse ourselves as best we can. It is not the season 
here. St Petersburg deserted, hot with wind and dust. 
I go to the theatre and occasionally dine out. . . . 

OCTOBER 19 

A thunderclap'to-day. Letters from Washington; one 
announcing officially that the Senate had rejected father’s 
nomination as head of the Commission by one vote. . . . 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE to the AMERICAN 
COMMISSIONERS 

Department op State, 

August 5, 1813 


Gentlemen, 



enate of the nomination of Mr. Gallatin on the id 
liat his mission to Russia was incompatible with tl 
ffice of Secretary of the Treasury. 

After the appointment of Mr. Jay, when Chief Justi 
f the United States, by President Washington, and 
Ir. Ellsworth, when holding the same office, by Preside) 
.dams, by which a member of a separate branch of tl 
rovernment was brought into an office under the Exec 
ve, and after the sanction given in practice as well ; 
y law to the appointment of persons during the absen 
f a head of a department to perform its duties, it wi 
resumed that there would not be any serious or sul 
;antial objection to the employment in a similar servii 
f a member of the Administration itself. 

Although this nomination was opposed in the Sena 
3 soon as it was acted on, yet it was not believed thi 

would be rejected until the vote was taken. At a 
irly stage the President was called on by a resolutic 
E the Senate to state whether Mr. Gallatin retained tl 
ffice of Secretary of the Treasury, and, in case he di< 
ho performed the duties of that department in h 
bsence. The President replied that the office of Seer 
iry was not vacated by Mr. Gallatin’s appointment 1 
.ussia, and that the Secretary of the Navy performe 
s duties in his, Mr. Gallatin’s, absence. After th 
;ply, which was given in conformity with the President 
svn views of the subject, and with those of Mr. Gallati 
hen he left the United States, it was impossible for tl 
resident, without departing from his ideas of propriet 
i both respects, to have removed Mr. Gallatin fro) 
le Treasury to secure the confirmation of his nominatio 
> Russia. It would have been still more improper 1 
a.ve taken that step after the rejection of the nomini 


done jointly under the Commission, given to the three 
Commissioners by the President when you left the 
United States, in compliance with your instructions will 
not be affected by this event. 

OCTOBER 22 

Father had an interview with Count Romanzoff to-day. 
The latter begs him to remain in St. Petersburg but 
he tBinlcs he ought, perhaps, to return at once to the 
Treasury. He feels now that he can act as he chooses as 
he is free. His political enemies are gaining power. He 
is strongly impressed with the idea that he ought to 
resume the negotiations. . . . 

OCTOBER 24 

After a stormy interview with Mr. Adams (Adams was 
the storm) father has decided to take his own course. 
He is sending Mr. Dallas to London to see Lord Castle- 
reagh, Count Lieven* and Mr. Baring, with the object of 
being in direct communication with them. . . . 

OCTOBER 26 

Father thinks of going himself to England or to go direct 
to the Emperor’s headquarters. Count Romanzoff spoke 
to father a few days since about a Count Joseph Galati, 
a major-general in the Russian army. He wanted an 
introduction. He is going to call to-morrow, as he is 
only passing through St. Petersburg on his way to join 
the Emperor. . . . 

OCTOBER 27 

Count Galati called this afternoon. He says he is a 
branch of our family; that his family were from Savi- 
gliano in the Piedmont; that his father was intimate with 
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e was very charming, and rather does not douDt 
lationship. Count Paul Michael was the head of < 
mily and my father was his ward. Count Galati i 
■eat person in Russia. He was in full uniform, covei 
ith orders and stars. He kindly explained them to i 
e has the following orders: the Military Orders 
;. George and St. Vladimir of Russia, St. Maurice a 
. Lazare of Sardinia, and the Sovereign Order 
. Jean of Jerusalem. He so deeply regrets he is leavi 
morrow as he wishes us to go to his country house. . 

:TOBER 28 

>rd Walpole has arrived. Father is greatly annoy 
his openly talking of Count Romanzoff’s “ intrigues/ 

’TOBER 30 

>unt Romanzoff has just sent father a note informi 
n that he intended retiring from office but that he w 
main Chancellor until he has closed the affairs of t 
ssion. 

MEMBER 1 

seems all the trouble has been made by the Emper 
getting to communicate a most important note 
unt R., which put him in a false position. So after j 
rd Castlereagh was not to blame. 

STUARY 12, 1814 

ther has decided to leave St. Petersburg as there is n< 
rord from the Emperor. . . . 

STUARY 26 

■ leave to-day. Mr. Bayard accompanies us. 
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We learnt with great pleasure to-day that L( 
reagh’s offer of direct negotiations has been n 
President by the appointment of a new C< 
Father’s name was omitted. It seems the 
thinks he is on his way back to take up the Trea 

MARCH 20 

The President has discovered the mistake and 
Father as one of the Commission. . . . 

MARCH 22 

Father received to-day the necessary permis 
Mr. Baring to visit England. We are leavi 
diately. . . . 

APRIL 9: LONDON 
Arrived here to-day. 

APRIL 11 

Father wants to change the place for the neg 
He thinks London would be far better. He w< 
be in direct touch with Lord Castlereagh. Wt 
comfortably settled in apartments in Seymor 
I find London very dull in comparison to Pari, 
Petersburg. Our position is not a very pleasanl 
have many invitations, and I think all mean t< 
and kind, but there is always a feeling of constra 
The only house where we seem to be really 
is Mr. Baring’s. 

APRIL 13 

Father sees a great deal of his old friend 1 
Dumont.* He brought Jeremy Benthamf to i 
him to-day. We dine with Monsieur D. to-morr 
* Andr6 Dumont, politician, bom 1764. died 1836. Ba 


. . Dined with Lord Bathurst, stiff and formal. . . . 
PHIL 15 

)h! the horrors of Sunday in London. It is indeed 
ay of rest. 

Inglish women are not pretty; they are either coai 
r very delicate. Complexions fine but too red. Dr< 
) very badly—no taste. . . . 

PHIL 17 

have been nearly every day to the British Museu: 
ather wanted many works consulted and not 
iken. . . . 

looked up Barthelemy de Gallatin.* He was Colonel 
le Mounted Grenadiers. He died in 1786 and is burl 
; Brompton near his country house. I found his nan 
c. &c., in an old Army list. He left two daughters. . . 

PEEL 18 

have seen the Prince Regent walking in the Ma 
e is handsome. The Queen I have seen several time 
le keeps great state. . . . 

The following letters of Albert Gallatin to W. H. Crawford and Ge 
d Lafayette are of interest in connection with the negotiations as sho, 
1 the diplomatic difficulties with which the mission had to contend. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to W. H. CRAWFORDf 

London, April 21, 18: 

r dear Sir, 

Mr. Bayard and myself left St. Petersburg o 
,nuary 25, remained four weeks at Amsterdam, an 
rived here on the 9th inst. I could not write to yo 
ner, there having been no communication with Par 

* Barthelemy de Gallatin, Lieut.-Colonel Second Troop of Hon 


having offered the first safe opportunity for a confidentia 
letter. 

Messrs. Clay and Russell, who are jointly with Messrs 
Adams and Bayard appointed to open a direct negotia 
tion for peace with Great Britain, arrived at Gottenburj 
on the 12th inst., after a passage of forty-six days; bu 
as they had not reached the town when the last packe 
sailed, we have not yet received any letter from them 
or any American news brought by the vessel in whicl 
they came. 

There is a newspaper report of Norfolk, under date oi 
February 12, stating that G. W. Campbell was made 
Secretary of the Treasury, Rush Attorney-General, and 
that I had been nominated fifth Commissioner to treat 
of peace with England. My stay in Europe will, oi 
course, depend on the official account which Messrs. Clay 
and Russell will have brought. You are sufficiently aware 
of the critical situation in which the restoration of a 
general European peace has placed our affairs. The 
numerous English forces in France, Italy, Holland, and 
Portugal ready for immediate service, and for which 
there is no further employment in Europe, afford to this 
Government the means of sending both to Canada and 
to the United States a very formidable army, which 
we are not prepared to meet with any regular, well- 
organized force; and they will also turn against us. as 
much of their superabundant Naval forces as they may 
think adequate to any object they may have in view. 
In the prosecution of the war the Ministry would be 
supported by the general voice of the nation. In the 
intoxication of an unexpected success, which they ascribe 
to themselves, the English people eagerly wish that their 
pride may be fully gratified by what they call the “punish- 
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hat such opinions should be almost universally en 
ined here by the great body of the people is not at 
;tonishing. To produce such an effect, and ther 
nder the American war popular, the Ministerial po^ 
ive had nothing more to do than to transcribe Ameri 
sderal speeches and newspapers. If Pickering, Quin 
rong, Hanson, &c., have not brought a majority of 
merman people to their side, they have at least fi 
cceeded here, and had no difficulty in convincing 
at part of the English community which derives 
formation from political journals that we had no ca 
complaint, and acted only as allies of Bonaparte, 
derstand that the members of the Cabinet do j 
rticipate in that opinion, but it will certainly reqn 
effort on their part against popular feeling to m£ 
ace with America. It must be added that even th< 
l the Cabinet) a belief is said to be entertained thai 
ntinuanee of the war would produce a separation 
3 Union, and perhaps a return of the New Engla 
ites to the Mother Country. The multitude of perse 
the Army or Navy, or connected with the war, attach 
the governing party, and whom peace will throw c 
employment, will also press on Government; a 
hough it is probable that the immense military a: 
pal establishments of this country will be so far reduc 
to enable Government to dispense with the me 
popular war taxes, a prosecution of the war agair 
5 United States would afford a convenient pretence f 
sserving a much more considerable standing for 
m is necessary and would otherwise be allowed ] 
rliament. It may, on the whole, be reasonably inf err 
t tke Ministers will be neither disposed to make t 
$t concession for doing us justice on any point wou 


Jexander, not as a mediator but as a common rrien< 
ressing on this Government the propriety of an accon 
lodation, and expressing his strong wishes for a generj 
sstoration of peace to the civilized world. I do m 
now whether your situation affords you means < 
pproaching him, and can only state my opinion of tl 
reat importance that an early opportunity should t 
aken by you, or any other person you may think fitte 
or the object, to call his attention to the situation i 
phich we are left, and to the great weight which h 
•pinion in favour of peace on liberal conditions, strong] 
expressed to this Government, must necessarily have j 
his time. Of his friendly disposition for the Unite 
States there is no doubt; but we may be forgotte] 
md it is necessary that he should be apprised of tl 
lostile spirit which prevails here, and which, if n< 
balanced by some other cause, may even carry Ministe 
beyond their own wishes and views. It should ah 
i>e stated that our Government, having accepted oi 
fear ago the Emperor's mediation, and not having su] 
posed that, considering the political connection betwee 
dim and Great Britain, she could reject that offer, i 
other provision was made on our part to obtain pea< 
until our Government was apprised in January last < 
the rejection of the mediation by England. Thus was 
delay of a year produced, and the opening of our negoti; 
tions unfortunately prevented till after England is i 
peace with the rest of the world; a circumstance whin 
although it does not give us a positive right to clai: 
the Emperor's interference, affords sufficient ground i 
present the subject to his consideration. I entreat yc 
to lose no time in taking such steps as may be in yoi 
power in that respect, and to write to me whatever yc 


Secretary of State, or of Mr. Poletica, directing to 
under cover of “ Count Lieven, Ambassador Extraordim 
sf H.I.M. the Emperor of all the Russias, London.” 

I send General la Fayette’s patents, which were er 
reously put in my hands instead of yours, and wh 
t have had no previous safe opportunity to transn 
My last letters from my family were dated January 
vhen they were all well; but I have none of a late di 
rom Government or from any of its members. 

I am, my dear sir, with great respect and sine 
ittachment, truly yours. 

Albert Gallatin. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to GENERAL LAFAYETTE 

London, April 21, If 

Dear Sir, 

I regret that your patents should be put in my han 
nstead of being entrusted to Mr. Crawford, as no si 
ipportunity has as yet offered itself for their conveyam 
I had the pleasure of seeing very often your frie 
?racy at St. Petersburg, and left him there in good heal 
n January 25. 

I believe that I am not mistaken in offering you r 
ongratulations on the late events in France. It wot 
ertainly have been desirable that the changes shot 
ave been produced by the spontaneous will of the Fren 
eople rather than to appear to have been forced by 
areign army. But if such was to be the mode, y 
e most singularly fortunate that the Emperor Alexand 
hould have been the agent. With respect to the resi 
;self, I think that every friend of rational liberty and 
umanity must rejoice at the overthrow of the detestal 
granny under which you and a great part of Euro 


lived never made me desirous that it should, by way o. 
experiment, be applied to countries which might be bettei 
fitted for a limited monarchy. And if this be that whicl 
suits you best, I think the ancient dynasty in every 
respect preferable to a new one. Unfortunately, whilsl 
the greater part of the civilized world rejoices at tht 
restoration of a general peace, the United States alone 
remain at war, and are placed in a more critical situation 
than ever they were since the first years of their revolu¬ 
tion. Pride, avarice, and ambition will throw here great 
obstacles to an accommodation for which there has ever 
been, on our part, the most sincere disposition. I write 
to you well knowing your unalterable attachment for 
America, and that, if in your power, you will lend your 
assistance in promoting that result. 

Albert Gallatin. 


Diary resumed: 


APRIL 23 

Father very busy. He has been in close conference with 
Lords Castlereagh, Liverpool, and Bathurst. There is 
much to be discussed. . . . 


APRIL 26 

Still waiting to hear when the English Commission think 
of starting for Ghent. Father would have much preferred 
carrying out the negotiation in London, but our other 
Commissioners refused point-blank; they were either 
afraid or too proud to come to England. Of course they 
look upon father as a foreigner. This has annoyed him 
very much. He will, I fear, have a very tough time of it 
m keeping his colleagues in unison, although, by the 
accident of his being appointed last on the Commission, 



md a sincere friend to the cause of liberty. We ha\ 
ong conversed upon American affairs. It began wit 
lis telling me that he had read with much pleasure an 
nterest what I had sent him. I found ideas had bee 
;uggested that had excited a fear that the people of th 
Jnited States had not properly improved their intern* 
situation. My answer was an observation upon th 
lecessity of parties in a Commonwealth, and the assertio 
hat these were the happiest and freest people upo 
larth. The transactions with France and England wer 
ixplained in the way that, although the United State 
iad to complain of both, the British outrages came neare 
Lome, particularly in the affair of impressments. H 
poke of the actual preparation and the hostile die 
>ositions of England. 

I, of course, insisted on the importance of his mediation 
he confidence reposed in him by the United States, wh< 
lastened to send Commissioners chosen from both parties 
md which he very kindly acknowledged. He said he ha< 
wice attempted to bring on a peace. “Do, sir,” said I 
f make a third attempt; it must succeed; ne wus arrUe\ 
)as en si beau chemin . All the objects of a war at ai 
md, the re-establishment of their old limits can b< 
ess opposed, as the Americans have gained more thar 
hey have lost. A protraction of the war would betraj 
ntentions quite perverse and hostile to the cause oi 
lumanity. Your personal influence must carry th( 
>oint. I am sure your Majesty will exert it.” “Will," 
•ays he, “I promise you I will. My journey to London 
iffords opportunities, and I will do the best I can.” 1 
old him I had received a letter from Mr. Gallatin now 
n London, and we spoke of him, Mr. Adams, Mr. Bayard, 
md the two new Commissioners. I had also other occa- 


itter from my friend Mr. Jefferson, of whom she spo 
dth great regard. This led to observations relative 
tie United States and the spirit of monopoly in Englar 
^tending even to liberty itself. The Emperor said, th 
d been more liberal in Sicily than I supposed the: 
did not deny it, but expressed my fears of their pi 
acting Ferdinand against the Cortes. His sentiments < 
le Spanish affairs were noble and patriotic. The sla\ 
‘ade became a topic upon which he spoke with phila 
iropic warmth. Its abolition will be an article in £ 
meral peace. You see, my dear sir, I had fully t 
sportunity we were wishing for. If it has not be< 
ell improved, the fault is mine. But I think some go< 
is been done. And upon the promise so candid ai 
merous I have full dependence. If you think proper 
>mmunicate these details to Mr. Gallatin, be pleased 
ive them copied. He spoke very well of him, ai 
emed satisfied with the confidence of the United Stat 
id the choice of their representatives to him. By h 
t accounts Mr. Adams was at St. Petersburg. 

The particulars of this conversation ought not, i 
>urse, to be published; but you will probably think 
;eful to communicate to the Commissioners. . . . 

JNE % 

tie Emperor is expected in London next week. Ti 
uropean Treaty of Peace has been signed. He conn 
the guest of England. This will make it more difficu 
r father, as the position will be a delicate one. Loi 
istlereagh arrives to-day or to-morrow. It seems th i 
e exclusion of all Maritime questions or any interferes 
America was one of the conditions of the Chatello 
inference. 


814] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 
XJNE 6 

le received a letter from M. Lafayette this morning, 
rom Paris. It gave him a brief resum6 of his interview 
pith the Emperor Alexander at Madame de Stael's. He 
>egs father if possible to remain in England to have a 
>ersonal interview with the Emperor, which he says the 
Emperor promised to grant him—but that it must be of 
i private nature. He also mentions that Baron Humboldt 
las also approached his Majesty—and adds that the 
atter “puts himself at your disposal.” 

TJNE 10 

rhe Emperor arrived to-day. He is lodged at Leicester 
Souse, Leicester Fields. This is the palace that the 
ddest daughter of James I occupied; she was known 
is the “One-year Queen of Bohemia.” Her daughter 
vas the Electress Sophia, mother of George I. . . . 

TONE 14 

Phe Emperor’s aide-de-camp called to-day. He said the 
Emperor had sent him to say that on June 18 he would 
receive us privately at 11.30. . . . 

As it is a delicate matter there has not been any cor- 
espondence on the subject. . . . 

JUNE 18 

As arranged, his Majesty received father this morning. 
We went accompanied by Mr. Levitt Harris, a secretary 
to the St. Petersburg Mission. Our minister offered the 
loan of his coach. This father thought wise to refuse, 
and hired a common hackney-coach so as to attract as 
little attention as possible. The streets were crowded. 
It is the day of the banquet given by the City of London 
to the allied Sovereigns. Only father and myself were 
admitted to Ms Majesty’s presence. There were crowds 
waiting for audiences. We were passed in at once. 
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Father was presented and then presented me; then all 
withdrew except his Majesty. He is a splendid-looking 
man, was in full uniform and covered with jewelled 
orders and stars. He was most gracious, and said he 
had the most friendly feeling toward the United States. 
He added that he feared his intervention would be of 
little use—that he had made three attempts since he had 
been here, but that “England will not admit a third 
party to interfere in her disputes with you.” This he 
said on account of our former Colonial relations, which 
are not forgotten. He also expressed an opinion with 
regard to the conditions of peace, saying: “The difficulty 
will be with England.” He also spoke of Madame de 
Stael as a woman of “great brain and courage.” He 
congratulated father on being her cousin. Father 
expressed his deep gratitude to his Majesty for granting 
him an audience, and the gratitude of the United States 
for the interest and friendship he had shown. As we 
withdrew he patted me on the head and said, “You 
are rather young to be in diplomacy.” 

I wore a suit of Chinese nankeen, white silk stockings, 
high white choker, with a breast-pin of seed-pearls mother 
gave me before I left home. They call my hair auburn— 
I call it red. I am afraid I looked very young. 

Poor Mr. Levitt Harris was furious at not being present, 
but the Emperor’s order was “Monsieur Gallatin et 
son fils.” 


JUNE 19: LONDON, SUNDAY 

Copied note which the Emperor gave father permission 
to send. The latter does not think it will have any 
effect. The illuminations last night were very fine—far 
surpassing anything I have ever seen. Although father 
is an f Envoy Extraordinary” here, his position is of 
such a delicate nature that it is impossible for him to 
accept any public invitations. 

25 
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JUNE 20 

Lord Castlereagh informed father that the English 
Mission will start on July 1 for Ghent. . . . 

JUNE 21 

We leave to-morrow for Ghent by way of Paris, where we 
will remain for a week if possible. . . . 

JUNE 26: PARIS, SUNDAY 
We arrived at five o’clock to-day. 

JUNE 27 

Father had a long visit from General de Lafayette, 
accompanied by Baron Humboldt.* They were both 
much pleased that he had had an interview with the 
Emperor Alexander, but both agree with him that they 
fear now Russian mediation will be of little use. . . . 

JUNE 29 

I saw the King to-day driving in state . . . went to 
the Francois in the evening—Racine’s Ptedre very fine. 
The King and other members of the Royal Family were 
present. 

JUNE 30 

I went to Versailles to-day. What memories it awakens, 
particularly the Petit Trianon 1 I do not think there is 
a palace in the world to equal Versailles. I shut my eyes 
and conjured up Louis XIV and his Court with all its 
splendours. I was accompanied by a son of the Due de la 
Rochefoucauld D’Enville. He is most interesting, and 
told me many quaint episodes of history. One which 
impressed and amused me was that when the Electress 
Sophia, “mother of George I,” came on one occasion to 
visit her sister, the Duchesse d’Orleans, on taking leave 
of the Queen, etiquette required that she should only 
raise the skirt of the Queen’s robe and kiss it, being only 
* Baron Humboldt, bom 1767, died 1835. Statesman and Author. 
26 
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an electress. The Queen, to avoid her doing this, stepped 
behind a chair, and the electress kissed the chair. 

JULY 1 

We leave to-morrow for Ghent by easy stages as father 
is not feeling very well. . . . 

JULY 7: GHENT, THURSDAY 

We arrived here to-day and are lodged very comfortably 
in the Hotel d’Alcantara, corner of the Rue des Champs. 
Ghent looks clean and cheerful. The inhabitants speak 
only Flemish. All seem employed in commerce. There 
is an English garrison here; the uniforms make the 
streets very bright. 

They call private residences hdtels in this country. The 
house is large and all the delegates are to lodge here. 

JULY 9 

No news of the English Mission. 

JULY 15 

Nothing to do. Mr. Adams in a very bad temper. 
Mr. Clay annoys him. Father pours oil on the troubled 
waters. I am now reading a history of the Low Coun¬ 
tries. . . . The women are so ugly here. . . . 

We had waffles for breakfast—it reminded me of home. 
It seems they are an old Dutch dish. . . . 

AUGUST 7 

At last! The British Mission arrived this afternoon. 
We heard they were coming and I actually saw them ar¬ 
rive. They are lodged in a fine Carthusian monastery.. . . 

AUGUST 8 

To-day was the first meeting. The British Commissioners, 
as a base of discussion re the treaty—demanded that the 
Indian tribes should have the whole of the North-Western 
Territory. 
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This comprises the States of Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois—four-fifths of Indiana and the third of Ohio. 

hat an Indian sovereignty should be constituted under 
the guarantee of Great Britain: this is to protect Canada. 
Father mildly suggested that there were more than a 
hundred thousand American citizens settled in these 
States and territories. The answer was: “They must 
look after themselves.” Father is not impressed with 
the British delegates. They are Lord Gambier, Henry 
Goulburn,* and William Adams—men who have not 
made any mark and have no influence or weight. He 
attaches but little importance to them as they are but 
he puppets of Lords Castlereagh and Liverpool. Father 
feels he is quite capable of dealing with them. . . . 

AUGUST 9 

The other demands are of little importance. They 
consist of Sackett’s Harbour and Fort Niagara, so as to 
have control of the lakes. But all this means the dis¬ 
memberment of the United States. . . . 

Father drafted the rejection of the British “ Sine qua non.” 

AUGUST 10 

Father finds greater difficulty with his own colleagues. 
The accident which placed him at the foot of the Com¬ 
mission placed Mr. Adams at the head of it. Messrs. 
Clay, Bayard, and Russell let Mr. Adams plainly know 
that, though he might be the nominal mouthpiece, 
Gallatin was their leader. Clay uses strong language to 
Adams, and Adams returns the compliment. Father 
looks calmly on with a twinkle in his eye. To-day there 
was a severe storm, and father said, “Gentlemen, 
gentlemen, we must remain united or we will fail. . . .” 

Henry Goulburn (1784-1856). Member for Horsham, 1808. 
Under Secretary for Home Affairs, 1810. Under Secretary for War, 
1812. Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Duke of Wellington, 1828. 
Home Secretary, 1835. He was elected member for Cambridge 
University in 1831. 
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AUGUST 11 

Mr. Adams insisted upon drafting the first dispatch 
to-day and submitted to the others for a revision. Mr. 
Bayard used it simply as a foundation for his own draft; 
after quarrelling they referred to father. He put it into 
shape, and after endless discussion all the Commissioners 
ended by adopting it. After this father drafted ail other 
dispatches. He wishes all dispatches to be without any 
offence to the feeling of the English delegates. 

AUGUST 12 

He fears negotiations will soon come to an end and has 
but little hope; he does not think the British Govern¬ 
ment wish to make peace or they would have sent more 
powerful delegates. 

AUGUST 20 

To-day I copied a private note from him to Mr. Monroe: 
“We will not remain here long, the position is untena¬ 
ble; I am preparing for departure. Our negotiations 
may be considered at an end. Great Britain wants 
war in order to cripple us; she wants aggrandisement 
at our expense. I do not expect to be longer than 
three months in Europe.” 

Still lingering on and nothing arrived at. We are kept 
in absolute ignorance of the cause of the delay. It is 
most galling. It seems Mr. Goulburn does everything 
to obstruct matters. This may be to gain time to receive 
his orders from Lord Castlereagh. . . . 

AUGUST 21 

We all dine at the Intendant’s to-day, the delegates of 
both sides. 

They always entertain here on Sunday—how different 
from London ! It is the gayest day. The working people 
have a cheerful holiday; in London they show joy by 
getting drunk. . . . 



314] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 
UGUST 22 

Ir. Clay sat next to Mr. Goulburn; he told father 
fterwards that he had decidedly made Goulburn 
derstand that we intended to await further instructions 
“om America. Mr. Bayard also had a long conversation 
Pter dinner with Mr. Goulburn, but he said he made 
o impression. . . . 

GUST 23 

.ord Castlereagh arrived here to-day on his way to Vienna. 
UGUST 24 

le had a long conference with his delegates, after which 
e saw father, and was most gracious. I was present, 
le said he had written to Lord Liverpool. . . . 

UGUST 26 

'ather much fears that Mr. Adams will do harm. . . . 
EPTEMBER 3 

father is much annoyed with Mr. Goulburn. He 
aw him to-day. The latter said: “I don't think you 
ave the slightest intention of making peace.” Father 
nswered: “Surely you cannot mean this I Why 
hould I have taken the long journey to Russia in 1813 
nd given up everything else in the one hope of making 
ieace?” 

EPTEMBER 4 

Ve have given notice to our landlord and intend leaving 
in October 1. Father is quite convinced that Mr. 
loulburn has made some serious mistakes and that he 
ias been reprimanded. 

SEPTEMBER 5 

^ note from Lord Bathurst: the pith of it is that it 
«rould be more becoming on the part of the United States 


to agree to surrender the Lakes to England and the 
North-West Territory to the Indians. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 9 

Mr. Adams drafted a long reply to it, which he submitted 
to father, who did not approve of it as it would only 
add fuel to the fire. He wrote his own reply, and for a 
wonder Mr. Adams approved of it. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 15 

There is a continual passing of notes and we still are no 
nearer a solution. Father is getting rather despondent, 
but only shows this to me, keeping a cheerful and hopeful 
demeanour before the others. The Indian Territory 
question is a great difficulty. Father says if the Indians 
were included in the peace—and to be in the same position 
as they were—our Government would break off negotia¬ 
tions. He was of opinion that it would be folly to break 
up negotiations on that account. 

England could not now retreat from the position she 
had taken up with regard to the Indian Territory with 
dignity. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 20 

Father has drafted a reply to the British note. It is 
to this end, that they were willing to recognize the 
Indians as an independent nation; they refused to 
allow them to be included in the treaty in any manner, 
although they would be allowed their old rights and 
privileges. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 26 

The note was signed to-day and sent to Washington. 
Mr. Goulburn came to see father. He was most gracious 
and informed him he relied on his tact and good sense 
that he could treat with him; in fact, that he was not 
the least like an American. I do not know if father 


1814] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 

was pleased or not. He says the only Americans are 
the Red Indians. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 30 

[t seems that Lord Liverpool wishes the offer of the 
Endian amnesty proffered to be accepted. Lord Bathurst 
is of the same mind. At last a slight ray of hope that 
there may be a happy termination. 

OCTOBER 3 

Et is now thought advisable to call for a projet of a 
treaty. Mr. Clay has insisted upon drafting the American 
reply himself. . . . 

OCTOBER 22 

The British Commissioners sent a note yesterday; the 
pith of it is that the basis of uti possidetis be admitted 
and that they would treat on that basis alone. . . . 

OCTOBER 24 

I copied a short note to-day which was sent to the 
British Commissioners, drafted by father. It was to 
the effect that they would not treat on the basis of 
uti possidetis but only on the basis of status quo ante 
bellum, with regard to territory, also asking for a British 
projet. . . . 

OCTOBER 29 

We are all hard at work framing our pro jet. It is a most 
difficult task, as both Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay object 
to everything except what they suggest themselves. 
Father remains calm but firm and does all he can to keep 
peace. The articles on impressment, blockade, and 
indemnities are assigned to Mr. Adams; the boundaries 
and fisheries to father. 

OCTOBER 30 

Father to-day drew up an article re American rights to 
fish in British waters and British rights to navigate the 
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Mississippi, which were confirmed by the treaty of 1783. 
Mr. Clay objected to them. A long and angry discussion 
ensued. One question was, what were the fisheries 
worth? The other the value of the navigation of the 
Mississippi. Father wishes to save the fisheries; Mr. 
Clay would not assent to anything. . . . 

NOVEMBER 3 

This drafting still goes on—endless discussions and violent 
rguments which I can see father thinks futile, but he 
never loses patience. 

NOVEMBER 5 

A vote to-day on father's proposed articles. Mr. Clay 
nd Mr. Russell opposed it; father, Mr. Adams, and 
Mr. Bayard approved. 

o the articles were inserted in the projet. We are 
getting a little more into shape. . . . 

NOVEMBER 7 

Father is doubtful if the questions of the fisheries and 
he Mississippi were not made permanent by the treaty 
of 1783, 

NOVEMBER 10 

The projet signed to-day and sent. The fisheries and 
Mississippi navigation left out. 

NOVEMBER 12 

We have to wait patiently for an answer, as all has to be 
submitted to the superiors in London. 

NOVEMBER 26 

The British contre-projet sent to-day; no allusions to 
the fishery question. A clause claiming free navigation 
of the Mississippi. . . . 
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NOVEMBER 28 

A dreadful day. Angry disputes on the contre-projet. 
Father wishes the clause re the Mississippi accepted. 
Mr. Clay would not hear of it. Mr. Adams in opposition 
to Mr. Clay. Nothing arrived at. . . . 

NOVEMBER 28 

To-day father received a private dispatch from the 
Duke of Wellington. I have only just seen it. It is 
marked “Strictly confidential.” It is couched in the 
most friendly terms, assuring father he has brought all 
his weight to bear to ensure peace. He goes on to say: 
“As I gather, Mr. Madison as well as Mr. Monroe gave 
you full power to act, without even consulting your 
colleagues on points you considered of importance. I 
now feel that peace is shortly in view. Mr. Goulburn 
has made grave errors and Lord Castlereagh has read 
him a sharp lesson.” 

Father burnt this dispatch and does not even know 
that I have recorded it. I wanted to copy it, and was 
doing so when he took it off the table and burned it. . . . 

NOVEMBER 29 

Father's proposition to accept the Mississippi clause 
after prolonged discussion was carried with a clause 
containing the taking, drying, and curing of fish, as 
secured by the former Treaty of Peace. 

DECEMBER 7 

An answer refusing to accept this proposition received 
to-day. More discussion, everlasting bickering, and 
matters delayed. Father can no longer support Mr. 
Adams; he has tried his patience too far. 

DECEMBER 12 

Another private note from the Duke of Wellington 
assuring father of his support. He says: “Pray do 
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tot take offence at what I say. In you I have the 
;reatest confidence. I hear on all sides that your modera- 
'on and sense of justice, together with your good common 
ense, places you above all the other delegates, not except- 
ng ours. The Emperor Alexander has assured me of 
his. He says we can place absolute reliance in your 
rord. I have always had the greatest admiration for 
he country of your birth. You are a foreigner with 
11 the traditions of one fighting for the peace and welfare 
if the country of your adoption.” 

father, I think, was pleased. He is a foreigner and is 
iroud of it. . . . 

>ECEMBEB 22 

in answer to-day. The fisheries and Mississippi clauses 
o be withdrawn and to be referred to further negotia- 
ions. It would be withdrawn so as not to be mentioned 
n the treaty. 

hther now sees clearly the avowed wish of the English 
Government to make peace. . . . 

>ECEMBER 24 

[he treaty was signed to-day in the refectory of the 
nonastery. Later on there was a solemn service in the 
athedral; it was most impressive. We all attended as 
veil as the Intendant, all the officers and the high officials 
if Ghent. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

[he British delegates very civilly asked us to dinner, 
[he roast beef and plum pudding was from England, 
md everybody drank everybody else’s health. The 
>and played first “ God Save the King,” to the toast of 
he King, and “Yankee Doodle,” to the toast of the 
^resident. Congratulations on all sides and a general 
atmosphere of serenity; it was a scene to be remembered. 
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God grant there may be always peace between the 
;wo nations. I never saw father so cheerful; he was in 
ligh spirits, and his witty conversation was much 
ippreciated. 

DECEMBER 27 

I'Ve have now to wait for the ratification of the treaty, 
indeed, I find it a great rest for me. I have copied 
ill father's letters as well as all the important ones that 
le has received. Although I am only seventeen years of 
ige, I feel much older. Mr. Adams has shown great 
dndness to me. At first I did not like him, but now will 
3e sorry when we part. 

rANUARY 1 , 1815 

[ have enjoyed the last week very much. Ghent is en 
'ete, dancing nearly every night. . . . 

rANUARY 8 

rhe ratification of the treaty completed to-day. A great 
banquet offered by the town of Ghent takes place to-night. 
Poor father is not looking forward to it. . . . 

rANUARY 9 

rhe banquet was very fine, lasting over five hours— 
ipeeches, nothing but speeches and toasts. Father said 
mt a few words, but they were carefully chosen and 
seemed to go to the hearts of all. He spoke in French 
md ended in a most witty strain. 


rANUARY 10 

We are leaving now as soon as possible for Geneva. . . . 


, P® Mowing letters are of interest as a tribute to the part played 
Albert GaUatin m the conclusion of the Treaty of Ghent. 


by 
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MADAME DE STAEL to ALBERT GALLATIN * 

Coppet, Suisse, Pats de Vaud, 
Ce 31 Juillet, 1814 

Vous m’avez permis de vous demander si vous avez 
quelque succeis heureux a esperer de votre mission. 
Mandez-moi & cet ggard, my dear Sir, tout ce qu’il vous 
est permis de me dire. Je suis inquire cPun mot de 
Lord Castlereagh sur la durSe de la guerre et je ne 
m'explique pas pourquoi il a dit quffl £tait de Pint6r£t 
de PAngleterre que le Congr&s de Vienne s’ouvrit plus 
tard. C’est vous, Amerique, qui nPinteresse avant tout 
maintenant, & part de mes affaires pScuniaires. Je vous 
trouve il present les opprimls du parti de la liberty et 
je vois en vous la cause qui m/attachait 4 PAngleterre il 
y a un an. On souhaite beaucoup de vous voir si Gendve 
et vous y trouverez la RSpublique telle que vous Pavez 
laissSe, seulement elle est moins liberale car la mode est 
ainsi maintenant en Suisse. Aussi les vieux aristocrates 
se reinvent et se remettent 4 combattre, en oubliant, 
comme les grants de PArioste, qu'ils sont deijil morts. 


♦MADAME DE STALL to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Coppet, Suisse, Pats de Vaud, 
July 31, 1814 

You gave me permission to ask what hopes you have of the success 
of your mission. Let me know, my dear sir, all that you are permitted 
to tell me. I am disturbed by a word that Lord Castlereagh let drop 
about the duration of the war, and I cannot understand why he said 
that it was to England’s interest that the opening of the Congress of 
Vienna should be postponed. 

It is above all in you—America—that I am interested now apart 
from the question of my finances. I find you at the moment the 
oppressed champions of liberty, and it is in you that I find the same 
cause that attached me to England a year ago. 

Every one is very anxious to see you at Geneva, and you will find 
the Republic there the same as you left it; only it is less liberal—for 
that is the fashion at the moment in Switzerland. The old aristocrats 



aux circonstances. Vous devez vous ennuyer A Gand et 
je voudrais profiter pour causer avec vous de tout le 
temps que vous y perdez. Avez-vous quelques com¬ 
missions A faire it Geneve et voulez-vous me donner le 
plaisir de vous y etre utile en quelque chose? Mille 
compliments empresses. 

N. de Stael-holstein. 

Vous savez que M. Sismondi vous 4 loud dans son 
discours a St. Pierre. 

MADAME DE STAfiL to ALBERT GALLATIN* 

Paris, Rue de Grenelle St. Germain, No. 105 
30 Septembre, 1814 

Je vous ai ecrit de Coppet, my dear Sir, et je n'ai 
point eu de rdponse. Je crains que ma lettre ne vous 

too are rising, and entering the arena again, forgetting like Ariosto’s 
giants that they are already dead. I hope Reason will triumph, and to 
one who knows you, she bears a quality so noble and high-minded that 
her strength appears supreme. Strive for peace, nevertheless, and be 
guided by circumstances. You must be wearied at Ghent, and I 
would fain have the opportunity of passing in converse with you all 
the time that you are losing there. Have you any commissions that 
you wish executed at Geneva? If so, pray give me the pleasure of 
doing you some service. 

A thousand compliments. 

N. de StaAl-holstein. 

You have doubtless heard that M. Sismondi sang your praises in 
his speech at St. Pierre. 

* MADAME DE STAEL to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Paris, Rue de Grenelle St. Germain, 105, 
September 30. 



DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1815 

•it pas parvenue. Soyez assez bon. pour me dire ce 
le vous pouvez me dire sur la vente de mes fonds en 
merique. Je suis si inquiete que Tid6e me venait 
envoyer mon fils en Am6rique pour tirer ma fortune 
5 la. Songez qu'elle y est presque toute enti&re, c’est 
dire que fy ai quinze cents mille francs, soit en terres 
it en fonds publiques, soit chez les banquiers. Soyez 
Lssi assez bon pour me dire si vous restez a Gand. Mon 
en allant en Angleterre pourrait passer par chez vous 
>nner mes nouvelles de Paris. 

Enfin je vous prie de m'accorder quelques lignes sur 
ut ce qui m’int^resse. Vous pouvez compter sur ma 
section et sur ma reconnaissance, et je merite peut- 
e quelque bienviellance par mes efforts pour vous 
rvir. 

Lord Wellington pretend que je ne le vois jamais sans 
pr^cher sur TAmerique. Vous savez de quelle haute 
sideration je suis p6n6tr6e pour votre esprit et votre 
ractSre. Mille compliments. 

N. de Stael-holstein. 

good enough to tell me all you can about the sale of my property 
America. I am so anxious that I thought of sending my son to 
terica to withdraw my fortune from that country. Remember that 
tfly the whole of it is there, that is to say some fifteen hundred 
usand francs, in land and public funds or at my bankers. 
le good enough also to tell me if you remain at Ghent. My son 
ild go to see you on his way to England and give you my nows from 
•is. Lastly, I beg of you to send me a few linos on anything that 
-rests me; you can count on my discretion and gratitude—and 
eserve perhaps some kindness for the efforts I have made to servo 

L. 

;ord Wellington pretends that I never see him without preaching 
rim on the subject of America. 

need not tell you how much I admire your wit and your charaotor. 
ousand compliments. 


N. de Stael-holstein. 
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ULBERT GALLATIN to MADAME DE STAEL-HOLSTEIN* 
Gand, 4 Oclobre, 1814 

!e n’est que hier, my dear Madam, que j'ai re<?u 
r otre lettre du 23 Septembre; celle que vous m’aviez 
ait le plaisir de m’Scrire de Coppet m’etait bien par- 
r enue; mais malgre la parfaite eonfiance que vous 
a’avez inspiree, il etait de mon devoir de ne rien laisser 
ranspirer de nos nggociations; et j’espSrais tous les 
ours pouvoir vous annoncer le Iendemain quelque chose 
le positive. Nous sommes toujours dans le meme etat 
[’incertitude, mais il me parait impossible que cela 
>uisse durer longtemps, et je vous promets que vous 
erez la premiere instruite du resultat. Malgre les 
ficheux auspices sous lesquels nous avions commence 4 
raiter, je n’avais point perdu l’esp&rance de pouvoir 
eussir. Il faut cependant convenir que ce qui s’est 
>asse a la prise de Washington peut faire naltre de 
louveaux obstacles k la paix. Une incursion momen- 
an€e et la destruction d’un Arsenal et d’un frigate no 
ont qu’une bagatelle; mais faire sauter ou brftler les 
)alais du Congres et du President, et les bureaux des 
lifferents departements c’est un acte de Vandalisme dont 


* LETTER OF ALBERT GALLATIN to MADAME 
DE STAEL-HOLSTEIN 

Ghent, October 4, 1814. 

:t was only yesterday, my dear Madam, that I received your letter 
if September 30. The one that you were kind enough to write from 
moppet reached me safely. But in Bpite of the perfect confidence 
nih which you inspire me it was my duty not to let anything transpire 
f f 01 negotiations, and I had hopes every day that on the morrow 
[Should have some definite news to give to you. We are always in 
;ne same state of uncertainty, but it seems to me impossible that this 
m cratmue fox ong, and I promise you that you shall be the first to 
we beean the ^Propitious auspices under which 

‘“V hope that we d>all succeed in 

w ?i 0WeV “ “ dmitted that w hat took place at the 
•sptare of Washmgton may bring forth further obstacles in the way 
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la guerre de vingt ans en Europe depuis Ies fronti&res 
de la Russie jusqiFil Paris et de cedes du Danemarc 
jusqu'a Naples, n’offre aucim exemple, et qui doit n6ces- 
sairement exasp&rer les esprits. Est-ce parceque & 
Fexception de quelques catMdrales, l’Angleterre iFavait 
aucun Edifice public qui p&t leur 6tre compart? Ou 
serait-ce pour consoler la populace de la cit6 de Londrcs 
de ce que Paris n’a 6t6 ni pille ni br&16 ? 

Tout en vous disant cela, je ne me plains point de la 
conduite des Anglais, qui, si la guerre continue, loin de 
nous nuire iFaura servi qu J ^ unir et animer la nation. 
Sous ce point de vue, la mani&re dont on nous fait la 
guerre doit pleinement rassurer ceux qui avaient des 
craintes mal fondees sur la permanence de notre union 
et de notre Gouvernement F6deratif. Et il rFy a quTmc 
dissolution totale qui puisse renverser nos finances et 
nous faire manquer a nos engagements. 

Je comprends cependant fort bien que lorsqiFon n’est 
pas Americain, Fon desirerait dans ce moment avoir sa 
fortune ailleurs que dans ce pays lit; je puis avoir des 
prejuges trop favorables et ne voudrais aucunement vous 
induire en erreur. 

Mais il me semble que vendre vos fonds & 15 ou 20 

of peace. A sudden raid and the destruction of an Arsenal and a 
frigate are a mere trifle, but to blow up and burn the House of Congress 
and the President's Palace, and the offices of the various departments, 
is an act of vandalism to which the Twenty Years’ War in Europe, 
a war that extended from the Russian frontier to Paris, and from 
Denmark to Naples, cannot offer a parallel, and which must neces¬ 
sarily embitter the temper. Was it because, with the possible exception 
of a few cathedrals, England has not a single building that can comparo 
with them, or was it to console the populace of the city of London for 
the fact that Paris was neither sacked nor burnt ? 

All the same I am not complaining at all of tho conduct of the 
English, which, far from hurting us, will, if the war continues, only 
serve to unite and to animate our country. From this point of view 
their manner of conducting the war must amply reassure all who 
cherished groundless fears for the permanence of our Union and our 
Federal Government. And nothing short of a total rupture can upset 
our finances and make us fail in our engagements. Notwithstanding 
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pour cent de perte en serait un sacrifice inutile. Ils 
tomberont probablement encore plus si la guerre con¬ 
tinue, mais les interns seront toujours fidelement payes 
et le capital sera au pair six mois apres la paix. Nous 
nous sommes tir6s d’une bien plus mauvaise situation. 
A la fin de la guerre de Tindependance nous n’avions ni 
finances ni Gouvernement; notre population ne s’61evait 
qu’ii environ trois millions et demi, la nation etait extreme- 
ment pauvre, la dette publique etait presqu’egale a ce 
qu’elle est actuellement; les fonds perdaient de 80 a 
85 pour cent. Nous n’avons cependant pas fait faillite; 
nous n’avons pas reduit la dette & un tiers par un trait 
de plume; avec de l’economie et surtout de la probit6, 
nous avons fait face 5, tout, remis tout au pair, et pendant 
les dix annees qui avaient precede la guerre actuelle 
nous avions pay! la moitie du capital de notre ancienne 
dette. 

Au milieu de toutes nos factions, n’importe quel parti 
ait gouvernS, le meme esprit les a toujours animus k cet 
6gard. Le m6me esprit regne encore; nous sommes trSs 

I understand that one who is not an American would prefer to have 
his fortune at the present moment elsewhere than in that country; 
I may myself be somewhat prejudiced and under no circumstances 
would I wish to mislead you. But it is my personal opinion that to 
sell your investments at a loss of 15 to 20 per cent, would be a useless 
sacrifice. They will probably fall still further if the war continues, 
but the interest will always be faithfully paid and the capital will be 
back at par six months after peace is made. We extricated ourselves 
from a worse position than the present. At the end of the War of 
Independence we had neither money nor government; our population 
did not amount to more than three and a half millions, the country 
was extremely poor, the national debt was nearly as large as it is at 
present, and the Funds fell 80 to 85 per cent. Nevertheless we did 
not go bankrupt, we did not by a stroke of the pen reduce our debt 
to a third. By economy and, above all, by honesty, we met every 
obligation, restored all to par value, and in the course of the ten years 
that preceded the present war paid off half of the capital of our original 
debt. 

In the midst of all our party differences, no matter which party was 
in power, the same spirit as regards finance has always animated our 
42 
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ouvert les levres que je fus rassur6 r et en moins de cinq 
minutes je me sentis aupres de vous comme avec une 
amie de vingt ans. Je n’aurais fait que vous admirer, 
mais votre bont6 egale vos talents et c’est pour cela que 
je vous aime. Agreez-en, je vous prie, l’assurance et 
soyez sure du plaisir que me procurerait l’occasion de 
pouvoir vous etre bon a quelque chose. 

Albert Gallatin. 

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Je n’ai pas 6te assez heureux pour vous trouver ce 
matin, mon illustre ami. J’aurais bien desire cependant 
vous parler de mon attachement constant et tendre, de 
mon vif inter et pour la paix que vous avez eu la gloire 
de conclure dans des circonstances difficiles. J’aurais 
voulu vous f&iciter sur cette belle et noble defense de la 
Nouvelle-OrlSans qui fera respecter les armies de la 
Liberte. Comme les flottes qui voguent sous votre 
pavilion se sont couvertes de gloire depuis longtemps! 
Que dans ces temps malheureux mes yeux se fixent avec 
attendrissement sur ces contrees qui seront bientdt le 
centre de la civilisation humaine! Je ferais d’autres 
tentatives pour vous trouver et recommander de nouveau 
Mr. Warden, mon ami et celui de Messrs. Berthollet, 
Thenard, Gay Lussac, et de tout ce qui aime les sciences. 
Je ne puis croire qu’un homme aussi instruit, aussi doux, 
aussi honnete, aussi attach^ aux Etats-Unis, a M. Jeffer¬ 
son et aux doctrines vertueuses puisse etre rejette 
par votre gouvernement. Je supplie Madame Gallatin 
d’agreer Thommage de mon respecteux devouement. 

before my confidence returned, and after five minutes in your company 
I felt that I had been your friend for twenty years. My admiration 
was yours in any case. But finding your kindness is only equalled 
by your talents, I cannot but love you. Accept, I pray you, my 
assurance of this, and believe me when I say that it will always be a 
pleasure to me to serve you in any way within my power. 

Albert Gallatin. 
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5uel contraste entre cette %>oque et celle oil vous me 
/ites & Londres ennuy6 des “ Magnanimous Souverains 
;t de la croisade des h6ros!” * 

Humboldt. 

Juai Malaquais, No. 3. 

Jeudi. 

♦ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT to ALBERT GALLATIN 

had not the pleasure of finding you this morning, my noblo friend. 
Nevertheless I would fain have spoken with you of my constant and 
'ncere attachment and of my keen interest in the peace which you 
iave had the honour to conclude under the most difficult circumstances. 

would have liked to congratulate you on your fine and couragoous 
lefence of New Orleans, which will gain respect for the armies of 
liberty. The fleets which sail under your Flag have indeed for long 
overed themselves with glory. How tenderly in these unhappy times 
yy eyes gaze on the countries so soon to be the centre of the civiliza- 
ion of the world. I would make other attempts to find you and to 
ecommend again to your notice Mr. Warden, my friend and tho 
riend of Messieurs Berthollet, Thenard and Gay Lussac, as indeed he is 
f every friend of learning. I cannot believe that a man so full of 
naming, so gentle and so honourable, so firm a friend of the United 
Itates, of Mr. Jefferson and his virtuous doctrines, can be rcjooted 
y your Government. 

I entreat Madame Gallatin to accept the expression of my respectful 
omage and devotion. 

What a contrast this period presents to the time when you saw mo 
\ London, weary of the Magnanimous Sovereigns and the Heroes’ 
Jrusade. 

Humboldt. 

3 Quai Malaquais, 

Thursday. 


PART II 

FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY OF GHENT 
TO THE SIGNATURE OF THE TREATY OF COMMERCE 

JANUARY—JULY 1815 

JANUARY 20, 1815: GENEVA 

We arrived here to-day. Father was very excited, as it 
was his first visit to his native land after so many years 
absence. 

We went direct to the Gallatin House. The entrance is 
in the Cite, a steep narrow lane paved with small round 
cobble-stones. The house faces on the Rue de la Corratrie. 
It is very fine, and belongs to Monsieur Naville, who 
married the daughter and heiress of Count Paul Michael 
de Gallatin, who was the head of the family. Our coat- 
of-arms in stone used to be high up over the door, but 
during the Revolution some miscreants destroyed it, 
leaving only the two lions the supporters. 

JANUARY 21 

Crowds of visitors all day to welcome father. Madame 
de Stael came from Coppet. She is not handsome, but 
such a great charm of manner. She was oddly dressed, 
seeming to have one or two skirts on top of the other, a 
great pelisse of green cloth lined with sable, on her head 
a high green cattche. She invited both father and myself 
to pay her a visit at Coppet. She is not tall, rather fat, 
and has coarse features but splendid eyes. 

46 
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JANUARY 22 

This morning the Syndics came in a body to greet 
father and to congratulate him on the successful termina¬ 
tion of the Peace with England. Then Monsieur Sismondi* 
made a discours full of laudation of father, much to 
the latter’s annoyance. After they withdrew Benjamin 
Constant was announced; he rushed up to father, seized 
him in his arms, and kissed him on both cheeks. There 
was some excuse for him as he is a relation of ours. 

Large dinner of forty at 3 o’clock, nearly all rela¬ 
tives—Navilles, Saladins, Sellons, Sarrasins, Humberts, 
Diodatis, de Budes, Pictets, Lullins, &c. &c. I was 
much struck with their great simplicity and dignity of 
manner; it was all a revelation to me. The ladies were 
very plainly dressed with hardly any jewels. So odd, 
they never change your knife and fork after the fish is 
served, but have little silver rests by each plate for them. 
The dinner lasted two hours and a half. 

After escorting the ladies to the drawing-room—where 
all the women kissed their hostess, then kissed each 
other, and we men kissed their hands. All this was done 
in a most solemn and dignified manner—then our host, 
knowing father’s habit, conducted him with some of the 
other guests to the library to smoke. 

Father smokes regularly eleven strong cigars a day. 
After about an hour we adjourned to the large gallery. 
All the ladies were seated stiffly around the room. Only 
one person talked at a time. It is called a salon. It was 
interesting at first, but after three hours of it I wished 
myself in Paris. At 9 o’clock supper was announced. .. . 

JANUARY 23 

All day paying visits; a quiet evening. 

JANUARY 2b 

We go on a tour of visits, starting on the 26th. I am in 
love with Geneva, it is so beautiful although it is winter; 
* J. C. L. Sismondi, born 1773, died 1842, a Genevan and famous 
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they tell me I must see it in summer. A large supper 
to-night—other members of our family and relations, 
together with Monsieur de Lavalette and Monsieur 
Bonstetten. . . . 

JANUARY 25 

A very tiring day, paying visits in the morning. From 
5 till 7 o’clock one deputation followed the other to greet 
father. I think he was bored; I know I was. . . . 

JANUARY 26 

We started at 10 o’clock and arrived at Chateau de 
Rozay, near Rolle. My grandmother was a Mile Rolaz 
du Rozay. The chateau is small with turrets, very 
old and very comfortable. My two du Rozay cousins, 
who are about my age, are immensely tall and broad in 
proportion, one being 6 ft. 4 in., the other an inch taller. 
It seems that they are always hunting chamois in the 
mountains. I feel like a dwarf next to them. A portrait 
of my grandmother as a girl, not pretty; but one of her 
sisters who married a Prussian, Count Doenhoff, is quite 
lovely; she was Mistress of the Robes to the Queen of 
Prussia and a famous beauty. . . . 

JANUARY 28: CHATEAU DE ROZAY 

We leave here to-morrow and go to the Chateau 

d’Ailaman. 

JANUARY 29: ALLAMAN 

Allaman, on the Lake Leman, belongs to Count Sellon 
(his mother was a Gallatin). A beautiful castle, filled 
with Gobelin tapestry and furniture; one room all pink 
tapestry. We dined in the chapel—60 ft. long and 
30 ft. wide, stone floor. . . . 

JANUARY 30 

The family are charming—four daughters, all young. 
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he youngest is named Hortense. The Queen Hortense* 
as her godmother. The latter has stopped for weeks at 
Hainan. They have an authentic ghost here, not in 
e house but in the park; I hope to see it before I 
ive. It is in the form of a monk reading a book. He 
to be seen in one of the alleys of the wood approaching; 
you get quite close he vanishes. All the family have 
n it, as well as hundreds of others. Monsieur de Sellon 
itions men with bill-hooks at various places to cut down 
anches, as he thinks it but an optical illusion. » . . 

NUARY 31 

aw the ghost at 12.30 to-day. It is certainly extra- 
linary. They fired point-blank at it without any 
ect. . . . 

IBRUARY 1 

>o tired to write last night. A beautiful day, bright 
nshine. We have been skating all day. Our visit 
uninates to-morrow. To-night a large supper in honour 
Joseph Bonaparte,f the ex-King of Spain, the eldest 
other of Napoleon. He lives at Prangins on the lake, 
onsieur de Sellon had a letter to-day from the Queen 
)rtense—he read parts of it aloud to us. Evidently 
is in great trouble. 

IBRUARY 2 

seph Bonaparte is handsome—acts as if he were still 
ng of Spain, tie arrived with a large suite. We were 
esented to him by the Count de Sellon before supper. 

; had a long conversation with father on the state of 
irope. He is very rich. He spoke with much feeling 

' Hortense de Beauharnais, daughter of the Empress Josephine by 
first husband, married Louis Bonaparte January 3, 1802, was 
een of Holland and mother of Napoleon TTT . 

Joseph, the eldest brother of Napoleon, born 1768, died 1844, was 
lg of Naples and King of Spain. 
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! Napoleon. He married Julie Clary, the daughter of a 
[arseilles tallow-chandler; she had some money. Father 
yes not like the Bonapartes or their entourage—says 
)seph Bonaparte shows his middle-class bringing up 
)th in speech and movements, that Napoleon is better 
here he is. Although father is representing a republic 
id believes in republics, he has a strong affection for 
Le House of Bourbon. We drove with four horses and 
istillions to the Chateau de Veufflans, above Lausanne, 
t the bottom of the hill two more horses were added, 
nt by Monsieur de Senarclan. The names are so funny, 
eufflans is superb, built by the Reine Berthe in 1000. 
is in bad repair; it would cost over a million francs 
i restore it. After we arrived a deputation presented 
1 address to father from Lausanne in the name of the 
anton de Vaud. . . . 

EBRUARY 3: VEUFFLANS 

went to-day to the Chateau de Chillon, near Vevey. 

, is most interesting; such a wonderful position, built 
it into the lake. It belonged to the Duke of Savoy, 
nother dinner lasting two hours, some music, which 
as a relief, then talk, talk, talk, and the usual trays 
issed round, one closely following the other. I was 
ad to get to bed. . . . 

EBRUARY 4 

go to-morrow to Sergy, which belongs to Monsieur 
ictet, another relation. . . . 

EBRUARY 5 

beautiful house. Snowing hard all day. A very large 
arty but of little interest. . . . 

EBRUARY 6 

left here this morning in a most comfortable sleigh 
)r Co PP et 5 we had three relays of horses, the last sent 
50 
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dinner at her house in Geneva, to which Madame 
maparte was invited. Arriving very late, she delayed 
■ving the dinner for over half an hour. On one side 
her was a Mr. Dundas, a great gourmand, who was 
ich put out at having to wait. After the soup had 
en served he turned to Madame Bonaparte and asked 
r if she had read the book of Captain Basil Hall on 
nerica. She replied in the affirmative. “ Well, madame, 
1 you notice that Hall said all Americans are vul- 
ians?” “Quite true,” calmly answered Madame 
maparte, “I am not in the least surprised. If the 
nericans had been the descendants of the Indians or 
e Esquimaux there might have been some reason to 
: astonished, but as they are the direct descendants of 
e English it is perfectly natural that they should be 
tlgarians.” After this Mr. Dundas did not open his 
outh again and left at the first opportunity, 
bis afternoon we went out in Russian sledges, six 
them. 

he Marquis of Huntly arrived, and we dined at 5 o’clock, 
most interesting evening—our hostess most brilliant, 
re told us many episodes of the Revolution and the 
irt she had taken in it: how she had helped so many 
! her friends to escape, having armed herself with pass¬ 
es of different nations; how Napoleon had persecuted 
sr. She also spoke most feelingly of her father with 
sars in her eyes; it seems she adored him. 

EBRUARY 8: COPPET 

he Marquis of Huntly* gave father a copy of a letter given 
) him by Mr. Barry. It is an account of an interview 
ith Napoleon at Elba—most interesting. He first read 
; aloud. Madame de Stael could hardly contain herself 

* Marquis of Huntly, bom 1743, died 1827, afterward Duke of 
ordon. At the command of Louis XV he opened the ball at Versailles 
ith the Dauphiness, 1770, and in 1826, at the age of eighty-four, danced 
ith Madame de France, daughter of the Due de Berri. 
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id continually interrupted, exclaiming, “Cet animal; 
i devrait lui tordre le cou.” Lord Huntly says that 
le of the reasons she hates Bonaparte so heartily is, 
hen she once asked him whom he considered the greatest 
omen in history he replied, “The women who had 
le most children/' Madame de Stael had only two. 

COLONEL BARRY’S LETTER to THE MARQUIS OF 
HUNTLY 

Mr. Douglas* dined with Colonel Barry yesterday. He 
id just come from the Island of Elba, where he had 
1 audience of nearly two hours with Bonaparte, 
is account of him is as nearly as follows: 

his arrival in the island he went to General Bertrand 
vho is a sort of chamberlain) to state that he was a mem- 
ir of the English Parliament and to request permission 
> pay his respects to the Emperor. General Bertrand 
as ill, but he received a very civil answer from General 
'rouet in the affirmative. He was accordingly intro- 
aced, and was received with great courtesy. Bonaparte 
sked several questions about his journey, and then, 

) the surprise of Mr. D., began to talk in the most 
nreserved manner of the state of affairs in Europe. He 
lid that he lamented that the present Government had 
at given up the slave trade—that had he remained in 
ower he would have done so, as it was a system of 
rigandage by which France was not benefited. He 
id proposed a plan for the settlement of St. Domingue, 

) give up the centre of the island to the blacks and to 
itablish factories upon the coast. That he had conceived 
would be attended with advantage to allow polygamy 
tnongst the blacks, but upon consulting a certain bishop, 
m bon homme, cet Eveque m’a dit: c’est contraire a 
religion Chrttienne.’ He abused the Emperor Alex- 
ader with great violence, said he was ‘faux et un fat. 

* Mr. Douglas was an M.P., and a violent anti-Bonapartist. 
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Vous ne pouvez pas avoir une idee de la faussete de cet 
homme.’ We were right, he said, in supposing that 
there had been secret articles in the treaty of Tilsit. 
Alexander was bound by them to go to war with England. 
'Gela entra dans mon systeme!’ He said the Bourbons 
would repent it if they gave up Belgique. 

That he would have given up anything else, but that 
be knew the French people would not allow him to 
remain on the throne except as a conqueror. . France 
would not bear to be confined to her ancient limits. He 
ompared her to air compressed within too small a 
compass, the explosion of which was like thunder. 
‘Malheur aux Bourbons si jamais ils font la paix sans 
consener aucune conquete; il y’a dans la France une 
jeunesse bouillante de 100,000 hommes accoutumes au 
metier de la guerre He was here evidently carried 
away by his subject and, suddenly recollecting himself, 
said: ‘Mais ce n’est pas mon affaire—je suis mort.’ 

In the course of conversation Prince Metternich was 
mentioned, and Mr. D. said, ‘ C’est un bon politique 
Bonaparte answered: ‘Non, c’est un homme trbs 
aimahle et qui parle tres bien en compagnie, mais qui 
ment toujours; on pent mentir une fois, deux fois, trois 
fois, mais on ne pent pas mentir toujours, ce n’est pas selon 
ma politique.’ England was, he said, at the height of 
her power and glory, but that we must remember that 
when nations were arrived at that point it was said 
they were near a decline. That the Continental Powers 
were jealous of our maritime rights and in time of peace 
would be as much so as they had been of his territorial 
acquisitions. 

He laughed and joked a great deal about the Pope 
and the tricks he had played to get him in his power, 
constantly repeating, ‘Moi qui suis le meilleur Catholique 
du monde; il n’y a pas dans le monde un meilleur 
Catholique que moi / and sentiments of this sort. He 
said he understood the world had expected that he would 
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have put a pistol to his head, but no, he had been born 
a soldier; had found the “Throne de France” vacant, 
circumstances had placed him on it, that he had remained 
there fourteen years, and had been obliged to descend 
from it. Having borne this *ce serait un Itiche qui ne 
pourrait pas soutenir Vexistence.’ He was sorry, he said, 
at the close of the last campaign, when he had advanced 
to Ville Juis, he had not pushed on to Paris. He 
had 40,000 of his guards with him who would have 
shed the last drop of blood for him, and he thinks his 
presence would have raised the people to defend the 
town—he wanted so much to do so but was dissuaded 
by his generals. He complained bitterly of Marmont. 
* Could you have believed it that a man to whom I have 
actually given bread would have deserted me in that 
manner?’ he said; that we had not done justice to the 
Americans; that there had never been any treaty between 
him and Madison, and they had held as high language 
to him as they had done to us. Mr. D. had crossed the 
Alps by the passage of the Simplon, one of the most 
splendid works of Bonaparte’s reign; hearing it, he 
made many inquiries about the state of the road, and 
appeared minutely acquainted with it and interested on 
the subject. This is almost all I can recollect, nearly 
the whole of what Mr. D. related to us. He says Bona¬ 
parte is in excellent health—not too fat, as he had been 
told; very dirty and vulgar in his manner of speaking 
and extremely poor. 

The French Government have not paid him his pension, 
and in consequence he has been obliged to reduce his 
household one-half. He had 1200 troops in his pay, 
mostly veterans who had followed his fortunes from the 
Imperial Guards. Mr. D. says his apparent want of 
feeling is beyond anything he could have conceived. 
He could not learn anything on the subject of 
that he was to leave Elba. Some time ? 
landed in one of the most barren parts of t 
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a messenger was dispatched to Bonaparte; he came 
down unattended by any servant and received a lady, 
whom he conducted to a country house of his. She 
remained there two days, at the end of which time he 
reconducted her in the same manner. They embraced 
often at parting. The Elbans think it was Marie Louise, 
but it is generally supposed to have been a Polish lady 
to whom he was attached. 

Mr. Douglas in the course of conversation two or three 
times mentioned the Empress, whom he had seen in 
Switzerland, but Bonaparte took no notice of it and 
appeared anxious to avoid the subject.” 

NOTE ON ORIGINAL BY ALBERT GALLATIN 
Mr. Douglas’s conversation with, Bonaparte given to me at Geneva in 
February. 1815, by the Marquis of Huntly , since Duke of Gordon. . . . 

A.G. 


Diary continued: 

FEBRUARY 8 

After dinner Albertine de Stael sang some charming 
chansonettes, accompanying herself on a spinet. All 
the chairs were put in a circle and Madame de Stael 
held forth. She read some letters of Louis XVIII when 
he was in England. She also told us that it was a fact 
that the Due de Berri had married in London the 
daughter of an English clergyman and had children. 
Then Monsieur Bonstetten gave a little discourse on 
Voltaire and Byron, followed by Monsieur Sigismonde. 
Then father gave a most amusing account of his early life 
in America and of his first meeting with General Washing¬ 
ton in a log-cabin. I saw Madame de S. taking notes 
on her tablets. 

FEBRUARY 9: COPPET 

This morning Lord Huntly described the splendours of 
the ball at Versailles for the marriage of the Dauphin 
Louis XVI; that the Ki n g sent for him and commanded 
him to open the ball with Dauphine “Marie Antoinette ” 
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de Clermont-Tonnerre (she was nee de Sellon), Count and 
Countess Cavour, Comtesse de Boigne, and a host of 
others. We dined thirty. At 8 o’clock more arrivals: 
Prince Demidoff in a superb sleigh with eight horses 
harnessed in Russian fashion; he brought the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Princess Patiomkin, 
Princess Galitzin, and Madame Bonaparte. The Grand 
Duke led in Madame Bonaparte. She is quite beautiful 
still, was wonderfully dressed, and covered in fine jewels. 
She kissed me on both cheeks, which made me very shy, 
but she has known me since I was a child. 

At 9 o’clock the comedy was played in the long gallery. 
It was most witty. Madame de Stael was in white and 
gold draperies, with a turban with eight or ten white 
feathers. She really looked handsome. She always has 
a small branch of laurel in her hand. At the end of the 
performance, with a curtsey she threw it to father—just 
the thing to annoy him. Madame Bonaparte gave me a 
brooch of turquoise for my choker. Supper was served 
at 10.30, and the guests did not leave until after 1.30 a.m. 
We leave at 2 o’clock for Sacconex (the de Bud6s). I 
watched father carefully and tried to do exactly as he 
did. All the ladies curtseyed down to the ground to 
H.R.H.; some of the older ones I thought would never 
get up again. Why will fat old ladies wear such low 
waists? I never kissed so many hands in my life, and 
my neck is quite stiff with bowing. 

FEBRUARY 10 

We left Coppet after dejeuner. Prince Demidoff kindly 
offered to take us with him, as he was going back to 
Geneva and Sacconex is on his way. His sleigh is superb; 
all the rugs are of the finest Russian sable. All assembled 
in the hall to bid us farewell. Madame de Stael kissed 
me on both cheeks and gave me a beautifully bound copy 
of ‘ Corinne” with the dedication “A Cupidon de la 
part de V auteur ” I really must look a baby. I will 
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never forget my visit to Coppet. We had eight horses 
harnessed Russian fashion, three relays. Galloped all 
the way. . . . 

FEBRUARY 11: SACCONEX 

This is a lovely house and all are so kind. M. de Bude 
is a cousin of father’s. There are two sons—Jules, the 
younger, full of life. We have been skating. . . . 

A large dinner, rather dull. . . . 

For three mortal hours in the drawing-room footmen 
passed tray after tray of sirops, wine cakes, &c. &c. 
People here never seem to stop eating. 

Byron called Madame de Stael “old Mother Stale,” 
but nevertheless he said of her “ she is vain, but who has 
better right to be.” . . . 

FEBRUARY 13: GENEVA 

We returned here to-day and are stopping at the Naville’s. 
Father learned to-day that at one time it was the inten¬ 
tion of the British Government to send the Duke of Wel¬ 
lington to America, during the Ghent negotiations, to 
terminate the war. It seems he refused to go, giving 
his reason that he could not be spared, and at the same 
time expressing his displeasure at the way Lords Castle- 
reagh, Liverpool, and Bathurst were acting. It seems 
it was mainly due to him that the English made the 
concessions they did and brought the matter to a speedy 
termination. . . . 

FEBRUARY 14 

Father takes me alone with him to-morrow to spend the 
day at Ferney. He calls it a pilgrimage. He was often 
taken to see Voltaire by his grandmother when very 
young. This afternoon a deputation of Americans resid¬ 
ing in Geneva and the Canton de Vaud presented father 
with an address enclosed in a beautiful casket of enamel. 
We dined quietly en jamille. 
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FEBRUARY 15 

Such an interesting day. Sitting in Voltaire’s favourite 
chair at Ferney, I am writing this. We left Geneva 
early, arriving here for dejeuner at 11.30. The owners 
of Ferney are away, but left orders we were to be enter¬ 
tained. The house is not large, but well situated and 
comfortable. During dejeuner father told me how he 
used to be brought by his grandmother to Ferney; that 
be often dined at the tables we were sitting at with the 
friends of Voltaire—the Marquis de Condorcet,* who 
wrote the letters of Junius to William Pitt (he was 
arrested in April 1794 and found dead in his cell. at 
Bourg la Heine on April 8, poisoned by opium, which 
he always carried in a ring, so cheating the guillotine); 
he Abbe Galiani, the great wit and raconteur, whose 
indecent stories even Madame Necker forgave (it was 
he who said the death of Marie Theresa was “like 
an ink-bottle spilt on the map of Europe”); Diderot 
the atheist, and Grimm. He said, “I feel them hovering 
around us now, and can nearly hear their voices.” 

Then he told me of visits when Voltaire read some 
new play aloud, or rehearsed with the Due de Villar and 
Madame Gallatin (his grandmother)—plays that were 
acted both at Ferney and Pregny; in fact, he himself 
had taken the r61e of a negro boy in Oriental dress when 
he was twelve years old. One Sunday Voltaire took 
him into the garden and, pointing to the heavens, said, 
“That is the dome made by the great God—not the God 
created by man.” There was a splendid sunset, and 
as the sun sank behind the Vosges Mountains he said: 
“Can anything be grander than that?—never to be 
imitated.” “ When I was older he impressed upon me 
always to be charitable in thought and action, to benefit 
my fellow-creatures as much as was within my power, 
always to speak the truth, and never to be afraid to give 

* Jean Antoine Nicolas de Caritat, Marquis de Condorcet, born 1743, 
died 1794. ’ 
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my opinion.” The last time father saw him he was ill; 
it was in 1778, the year before he died. He kissed father 
on both cheeks and said, “ Enfin Dieu m’appelle—mais 
quel Dieu. Je n’en sais rien” Madame de la Vilette, 
his niece, gave father a small bust of her uncle, which I 
now have. . . . 

Before leaving Ferney I picked some myrtle-leaves 
and jpensees to send to my mother. . . . 

After dining at 4 o’clock we returned to Geneva—a 
day never to be forgotten. I am afraid my description 
is very poor. 

Father is giving sittings to Madame Meunier Romilly 
for a portrait for Geneva. . . . 

FEBRUARY 16 

To-day I visited St. Pierre, the cathedral, also the temple, 
and saw the tablet to the victories of the Escalade in 
1602. There was a Louis Gallatin killed. . . . 

FEBRUARY 17 

We went to Pregny, where father was born. This house, 
together with all my father’s property, was sold by his 
trustees during the Revolution at great sacrifice. They 
thought they were acting wisely in such troubled times. 

I went to see father’s portrait. She will only have 
time to paint the head and hands, the remainder from 
a model. It looks too old to me. 

FEBRUARY 18 

We paid a visit to Madame Recamier, who is passing 
through Geneva. She is beautiful, but I could not see 
great intelligence in her face; great charm of manner. 

We also called on Madame Patterson Bonaparte. She 
was very witty and made father laugh. She told us how 
she first met her husband, Jerome Bonaparte. He had 
gone to America in command of a ship, arriving at 
Baltimore. He was invited to dine with an old French- 
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ian, the Marquis de Poieon, who had escaped with his 
amiiy from St. Domingo during the massacre on that 
sland; two of his children with their nurses were killed. 
)n account of the troubled state of France, he had 
hought it wiser to go to America. All the beauties of 
Baltimore were invited to the dinner—the Catons,* 
zc. &c. She was looking out of the window overlooking 
he drive with Monsieur de Poison's eldest daughter. 
Ihe continued: “We saw two young men approaching 
he house. Mile Pascault exclaimed, pointing to the 
ailer one, ‘That man will be my husband.’ I answered, 
Very well, I will marry the other one.’ Strangely 
no ugh, we both did as we had said. Henrietta Pascault 
narried Reubell, son of one of the three directors, and 
! married Jerome Bonaparte”; adding, “Had I but 
waited, with my beauty and wit I would have married 
in English duke, instead of which I married a Corsican 
blackguard.” 

We leave to-morrow, much to father’s regret. He feels 
t is his duty to go to England as soon as possible, as 
here is so much to discuss and settle. This has been 
ais holiday. A large supper of fifty to-night, nearly all 
relations. I liked them, austere as they were, as they 
ire so fond of father and proud of him. 

FEBRUARY 19: BELGARDE 

We left at 8 o’clock this morning. Prince Demidoff 
sent his sleigh and had arranged for four relays of horses. 
Even at that early hour most of our relations came to 
wish us “God-speed.” Father was touched, I could see 
it by his eyes. This is our first halting-place. After all, 
Madame Meunier had only time to paint the head and 
one hand, which is holding a roll of paper, symbolic of 
the treaty. 

'Hie three beautiful Miss Catons. One married the Duke of Leeds. 
Another the Marquis of Wellesley, brother of the Duke of Wellington, 
and. the third Lord Stratford. 
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FEBRUARY 20: BELGARDE 

I got up early and went to see the “Bouche du Rhone.” 
The river disappears for over three miles under stone. . . . 

FEBRUARY 23: MACON 

We arrived here late last night. A charming old town. 
It is the great wine country. . . . 

FEBRUARY 25: DIJON 

Not very interesting. Still the wine country. . . . 
FEBRUARY 28: FONTAINEBLEAU 

What a beautiful place! We are lodged in an inn 
opposite the palace gates. I went over the chateau; 
it is full of interest, of Henry II, Diane de Poitiers, 
&c. &c. I was shown the apartment that Napoleon 
gave to the Pope when he made him prisoner. The 
Pope would not allow a divorce between King Jerome and 
his wife; that was one of the reasons he brought him 
o Fontainebleau, as he himself wanted to divorce 
Josephine. . . . 

MARCH 1: PARIS 

e started early and arrived for breakfast at Vaux 
raslin, a magnificent palace belonging to the Due de 
Choiseul. It was built by Fouquet, Marquis de Belle- 
Isle, Superintendent of Finances to Louis XIY. He 
entertained the King there in great splendour. . . . The 
Due received us most kindly. He is a connexion through 
the Birons and Marmiers. I never saw such wonderful 
Furniture, tapestries, pictures, &c. &c. The library 
superb; all the books bound in red morocco with coat- 
of-arms in gold. Only the family and a nice homely 
iGjeuner. Then father returned with the Due to the 
library to smoke and to get some political information 
'rom him. We left at 3 o’clock for Paris and arrived 
ate. . . . 

3h, beautiful Paris! I am so glad to get back. . . . 
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MARCH 2: PARIS 

The Due de Choiseul Praslin called to-day and told father 
his Majesty wished for an interview unofficial. It is a 
delicate matter, as father feels, until he has been to 
London, that his mouth is closed. . . . 

We are lodged in a quiet little hotel in the Rue de 
Monsieur. Father will not spend any money unneces¬ 
sarily as his expenses are paid by his Government. His 
strong idea is that the representative of a republic should 
not make any show or be ostentatious, saying, "It is 
only the vulgar nouveaux riches that do that.” . . * 

MARCH 3, 1815 

We were received privately this morning by the King. 
Only the Duchesse d’AngoulSme was present. She 
looked very sad. 

The King moved to the embrasure of a window, 
motioning to father to follow him; they remained in 
conversation for a quarter of an hour. Amongst other 
things his Majesty intimated a wish that father would 
be sent as Minister to Paris, adding, "You must not 
forget that your family belonged to France before you 
belonged to America.” The Duchess talked to me 
most graciously, asked me about my mother, and said, 
"You are too young to begin political life.” I assured 
her I was seventeen. She exclaimed, " Mais e’est un 
bebe” . . . 

Monsieur David, the great artist, has requested father 
to allow me to pose to him for Cupid. Father has 
consented, and I sit to-morrow. . . . 

MARCH 4, 1815 

A day of great excitement. News has reached Paris that 
Napoleon had made his escape from Elba and was at a 
little village called Cannes; that he had been received 
with acclamation. 

The King and Royal Family went to the opera and 
had a great reception. . . . 




“CUPID AND PSYCHE,” BY DAVID, FOR WHICH JAMES GALLATIN, AST. SIXTEEN, POSED AS CUPID 
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ARCH 5 

reat consternation. Courier after courier arriving; 
1 news suppressed. . . . 

ARCH 6, 1815 

!o news further than we had yesterday. They say the 
ring is very calm. I saw him driving in state to-day. . . . 
at for my portrait—that is, like a model, I had to 
ose nude. . . . 

ARCH 10 

’he Emperor is marching on Paris, gathering men on 
is way. Some say he has already one hundred thou- 

md. . . . 

ARCH 11 

J1 sorts of wild reports: one does not know what to 
elieve. . . . 

ARCH 14 

'he Emperor was at Grenoble on the 7th with over 
ne hundred thousand men. . . . 

ARCH 16 

?he Emperor marching steadily on to Paris—acclaimed 
verywhere. Father says the Royal Family will leave 
>aris in a few days. He has private information, but 
las not told me any details. I walk about all day. 
lands of young men shouting “Vive FEmpereur.” It 
3 very exciting. ... 

ARCH 19 

?he King and Royal Family leave Paris to-night. The 
imperor, with a huge army, is expected at Fontainebleau 
o-morrow. The people in the streets look depressed 
,nd uncertain what to do. Father has told me to remain 
ndoors. . . . 
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MARCH 20: PARIS, 11.30 

The Emperor arrived this evening; most of the Imperial 
Family were at the Tuilleries to greet him. All day the 
greatest confusion—officers and their staff, couriers, 
messengers, &c., galloping wildly about the streets. 

Great carts of baggage and furniture. It is very amusing: 
most of the shops closed, the cafes crammed, chairs even 
put out in the streets. Orators standing on tables 
making speeches; roars of “Vive l’Empereur,” “Vive 
le petit Caporal.” I don’t know if it is genuine or not, 
the French are so excitable. The American Minister 
sent the Stars and Stripes for father to hang on the 
balcony, for protection in case of trouble. I saw the 
Emperor arrive, thousands and thousands cheering him. 
I got wedged in the crowd and carried along with it. , . . 

MARCH 21 

People seem mad with joy. What turncoats the French 
are! Dense crowds surrounding the Tuilleries all day. 
I saw several of the Imperial Family driving. . . . 

MARCH 22 

There is to be a gala performance at the opera—the night 
not yet decided upon. The Emperor drove out to-day 
and was received with enthusiasm everywhere. 

We are leaving shortly for London. Father fears there 
may be trouble, which might delay our journey. . . . 

MARCH 23 

The performance at the opera to-night. I am going. . . . 
MARCH 24 

The scene was superb. For fully twenty minutes the 
audience yelled when the Emperor appeared; I yelled too. 
He is fat, looks very dull, tired, and bored. 

I had another sitting to-day for Monsieur David, 
fift 
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MARCH 25 

We see but few people; all our friends seem to vanish 
[ike magic. 

A distracted letter from Madame de Stael to-day. She 
seems in great trouble about everything, particularly 
her fortune. 

Father will answer her under cover to Monsieur Naville, 
is he fears a letter addressed to her might not reach 
her. . . . 

MARCH 26 

rhe people are settling down as far as one can see. Father, 
through Monsieur David, has bought one or two beautiful 
pictures at a very low sum—a head of a “Madonna” 
m wood panel cut out of a large picture by Murillo, a 
Sne Paolo Veronese, the subject Queen Esther before 
Ahasuerus, a portrait of Mile de Lafayette by Mignard, 
md a lovely head by Greuze. I don’t think father will 
pprove of my picture Monsieur David is painting; it 
is U Amour et Psyche . I have not seen the model but 
would like to. She must be very pretty, only seventeen. 
We are not to pose together. . . . 

MARCH 28 

My last sitting, as we leave for England in a few days. 
MARCH 29 

rhe Emperor sent an aide-de-camp requesting an inter¬ 
view with father, purely on some financial matters. It 
places him in a most awkward position; he regrets he 
iid not leave for England sooner. . . . 

MARCH 30 

rhe audience at 10.30 this morning. I am not to go. 
Father was not at all pleased with his interview. He 
3ays the Emperor was brusque—that his speech is most 
vulgar. Joseph Bonaparte was present. I had better 
piote father’s own words: “The Emperor first asked 
my advice on important financial matters, to which I 
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ive my frank opinion. He then began to question me 
out Canada, also the slave trade. I replied. Sire, 
iy position is such that on these subjects my lips are 
: present sealed/ He abruptly said, ‘Then why did 
du come here?’ Bowing, I answered, ‘I obeyed your 
[ajesty’s command out of respect for the ruler of France, 
it as an envoy from the United States to England I 
n not my own master/ The Emperor, turning his 
aek on me, walked to a window; I having backed out 
: the room, so ended our interview/' . . . 


[ARCH 81 

le are leaving to-morrow for London. Father thinks 
is wiser. . . . 


PHIL 1: PARIS 

» 7 e could not start after all—some difficulty about our 
assports. It seems we cannot leave until the 3rd. 
ather is much put out. He had a letter to-day from 
-ord Castlereagh. Mr. Adams is Minister to England, 
will be very glad to see him again. . . . 

PRIL2 

saw the Emperor to-day riding with a great staff of 
fficers. He certainly has a most powerful face. I 
r ent to the Franyais last night. We leave early to- 
lorrow. . . . 

PRIL 3: MANTES 

har first stopping-place. Arrived in time to go to bed. 
j gfy country. ... I wrote a long letter home, as father 
as an offer to take letters from le Havre. . . . 

PRIL 4: LES ANDELYS 

l long weary day. There was some mistake about our 
»ay of horses and we were detained three hours. We 
? b Lj 0Uen ’ “ father wants me to see the cathedral. 
±e need not arrive m London until the 10th. . . . 
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APRIL 5 : ROUEN 

Arrived here too late to see anything. . . . 

APRIL 6: ROUEN 

I have been all over the cathedral; it is very beautiful. 
Joan of Arc was burned here. We leave at 11 
o’clock. . . . 

APRIL 7: LE HAVRE 

We embarked at once. Awfully rough. Such a miserable 
little packet! Only one cabin, and horrid odours of 
onions frying. I have gone under. . . . 

APRIL 9: DOVER 

An awful passage. Father has posted up to London, 
leaving me here to recover. I will leave to-morrow. . . . 

APRIL 10: LONDON 

We have been lent such a nice house in St. James’s 
Street and all the servants. I have not seen father 
yet. . . . 

APRIL 11 

Mr. Adams does not arrive to take up his post until 
next month. 

Mr. Bayard is appointed Minister to Russia but he is 
too ill to accept it. He is in Paris. . . . 

APRIL 12 

I am very busy now as I have all sorts of documents to 
copy and file. I also have to go with father to take 
notes. All settling of negotiations is at present entirely 
carried out by him, so the work is very heavy. Lord 
Castlereagh is most gracious, even friendly. Our position 
in London is quite different now; I think I will enjoy 
myself. Mr. Clay arrives in a few days. The season 
has not yet commenced but people are returning to town. 
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[ have been specially enjoined not to record any gossip 
in my diary—to confine it as much as possible to interest¬ 
ing facts. Father dislikes gossip and tittle-tattle, saying 
it is only fit for idle women. I am having a fine dress 
made to be presented in May. . * • 


APRIL 16: LONDON 

I went to St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London 
to-day; the latter is most interesting. . 

All we can do now is to go thoroughly into the following 
matters awaiting Mr. Adams’ arrival: Colonial policy, 
regulating traffic with Canada; opening the St. Lawrence 
River to us; impressment and blockade in times of war; 
trade with West Indies and Nova Scotia; trade between 
India, Europe, and the United States. Father wishes 
to have everything ready, so as to be able to put matters 
clearly before the other delegates when all have assembled. 
Of course, he is anxious to go home, as he has been absent 
over two years. . . . 


APRIL 20: LONDON 

We are invited to pay a visit to the Duke of Devonshire 
at Chatsworth, also to Lord Saye and Sele at Broughton 
Castle. I went to see a cock-fight yesterday and did 
not like it; I will not go again. We dine and sup out 
a great deal. I cannot stand the hours they sit at the 
table drinking port and Madeira. At some houses they 
have round shallow silver trays on wheels holding the 
bottles, which are pushed round the table. I have 
never been accustomed to drink anything but claret and 
water,.so I have to sit quiet doing nothing and listening 
to subjects discussed which are far beyond me. 

APRIL 26: BROUGHTON CASTLE 

Tins is a most interesting old castle surrounded by a 
moat with a drawbridge. The hall is full of armour 
winch was fished out of the moat. My bedroom has » 
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sliding panel which opens on the chapel below; other 
rooms have the same. It is to hear early prayers without 
leaving one’s room. . . . 

APRIL 29: CHATSWORTH 

We arrived here on Friday. A superb palace. His 
Grace is so handsome, such great dignity of manner 
and so kind and gracious. He is only twenty-five. Every¬ 
thing on a splendid scale. They say he will never marry 
as there is some doubt about his birth—that he is a 
changeling. We return to London on Tuesday. Father 
anxious to get back. . . . 

APRIL 30: CHATSWORTH 

There is a very large party stopping here; I cannot get 
hold of all the names. One very great lady is the Mar¬ 
chioness of Stafford; she is Countess of Sutherland in 
her own right. Like all well-born people I have met she 
is most simple, gracious, and charming. She seems to 
take an interest in everything and is most kind to me. 
She took me all over the house, pointing out the pictures 
and telling me their history. She was a great friend 
of the unfortunate Queen Marie Antoinette. She has 
the greatest admiration for Madame de Stael and was 
much interested in my account of our visit to Coppet. 
She laughed at the dedication to “Cupidon” in my copy 
of “Corinne” and calls me "‘Cupid.” I am going to dye 
my hair black. The ladies are very fine at night and 
wear wonderful jewels. 

We visited some splendid places to-day. Everything is 
done in such great state. Poor father is so bored; 
I like it. 

MAY 1: CHATSWORTH 

We leave to-day. His Grace is putting a fine coach 
at our disposal with relays of horses all the way to 
London . . . 
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AY 3: LONDON 

r. Adams arrives shortly. We found quantities of 
vitations. 

ined with Mr. Alexander Baring. His wife was Miss 
ngham from Philadelphia, her father a Senator. Mr. 
■ederick Robinson,* Vice-President of the Board of Trade, 
is one of the guests. He takes Lord Gambier’s place, 
e seems most affable—a contrast to Lord Gambier, 
tio reminded me of a fire cracker which would never 
• off but was always sputtering (I am forbidden to 
press my opinions). Lord Landsdowne and Lord Grey, 
>ry important personages, were also present. We are 
be presented privately to the Regent on Saturday. . . . 

AY 5: LONDON, SATURDAY 

r e were received by the Regent at 12 o’clock. Carlton 
ouse is very fine but the furniture, &c., is too 
towy. The Regent and two of his brothers received 
5. The former is very handsome and dignified but is 
,t. He was superbly dressed, his brothers as well, 
ather made such a contrast in his black shorts, white 
lk stockings, and black coat with his white choker, 
'he Prince has the most charming manners; he was 
tost affable. I was in my new clothes—yellow breeches, 
hite stockings, and a dark-blue coat embroidered in 
old. He patted me on the cheek and said with a laugh. 
You will break some hearts.” Everything was done 
ith the greatest tact—no mention of politics, simply a 
dsh expressed that we should enjoy our sojourn in 
Ingland. The audience lasted half an hour, 
forgot to mention that a Royal carriage was sent to 
ke us to the palace. There were three footmen behind 
.nd father’s chasseur, in green with cock’s feathers in 
ds hat, stood on the step. We had to have a chasseur 
is father is “Special Ambassador to England.” We never 

* Frederick John Robinson. Created Viscount Goderich, April 28, 
827, and Earl of Ripon, April 13, 1833. 
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IAY 9: THURSDAY 

Tery busy writing. I have been to two balls and a rout. 
Vhat a funny thing the latter is. You crawl up the 
taircase, bow to your hosts at the top, and crawl down 
gain with your clothes torn off your back. They call 
at pleasure. We dine to-morrow with the Duke of 
Vellington. . . . 

IAY 11: SATURDAY 

L very fine dinner. Gold and silver plate superb. It 
asted four hours. Everybody of note was present— 
11 the Ministry. Of course, I was much interested. I 
at next to Lord Grey. He did not talk but snapped out 
entences; his mouth is like a mouse-trap. All the 
ervants, they say, were bailiffs. There is so much 
lendour and so much absolutely degrading poverty in 
xmdon. Neither in Paris nor Washington have I seen 
.nything of the kind. . . . 

dAY 13: MONDAY 

dr. Adams has arrived and we go to serious work. . . . 
dAY 15: WEDNESDAY 

l very long interview to-day; all delegates present, 
dr. Robinson and father continually poured oil on the 
roubled waters. Serious matters were discussed, then 
Iropped to be brought up again. They meet again on 
Friday. . . . 

dAY 17: FRIDAY 

dr. Adams is really a thorn; he is so absolutely “Yankee” 
,nd of a common type. Why he is Minister here I 
annot understand. He is totally unfitted for the post, 
le bursts out at times, upsetting everybody and every- 
hing. Father looks at him with tightly compressed 
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3. I fear some day he will wither him; now he only 
,kes a clever joke which restores peace. I can see 
- contempt on the faces of the English delegates; 
y are so courteous and civil. . . . 

lY 18 

fcher had a long personal interview with Lord Castlc- 
,gh to-day. They have both agreed that this is the 
ser method to pursue. Lord C. told him they did more 
an hour than, when all met, in a week. Father has 
; same confidence in his lordship’s wonderful quickness 
grasping matters, also his sound good sense of justice 
it Lord C. seems to reciprocate. 

LY 20: LONDON 

ice the signing of the treaty at Ghent there have been 
eries of leaders in the Times inspired by the war party, 
the most bitter character. Of course, they have 
noyed me very much. Father has spoken to me 
feral times on the subject with his calm good sense. 

; says this is inevitable—to be regretted, but unworthy 
notice. 

ird Castlereagh has assured him that when he received 
b news of the signing of the treaty at Vienna he was 
erjoyed. 

le Duke of Wellington and Lord Liverpool have 
pressed the same sentiments. What has pleased me 
)re than anything else is that these three great men have 
reservedly acknowledged that to his good sense, 
^deration, and firmness the signing of the treaty was 
e. He has no vanity, but feels it is a reward for all 
e personal sacrifices he has made. 

AY 23 

iere is a great activity in military circles; evidently 
e allies are determined to crush Napoleon once and for 
l. All this delays us. Father says the climax one 
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he other must soon arrive. He is a little anxious, 
little. . . . 


Lmours of all sorts of what the Emperor is going 
try to do. Father fears a great financial crisis.... 


[ 

is but one absorbing topic, “Napoleon” I 
r ”I!! 

: LONDON 

received a detailed account of the great ceremony 
Champs de Mars. There was first a solemn Mass, 
e Emperor swore fidelity to the New Constitution. 
3 dressed in the Imperial robes of state. His 
wore Court dresses of white velvet embroidered 
short capes of the same material powdered with 
Dees, and caps with masses of white ostrich feathers, 
nperor distributed the eagles to the various regi- 
At that moment a terrific thunderstorm broke 
s, together with the repeated salutes of artillery, 

, most impressive, if not theatrical, scene. In a 
it to the throne were all the Imperial princesses 
.eir children. I wish I had seen all this. . . . 

2 

tie news. Messrs. Bayard and Crawford sail in 
ptune on the 18th. Father is forced to remain 
the treaty. Always some new obstacle crops up. 
lams impossible. 

5 

lews. Napoleon left Paris last Monday; they say 
.arching on Brussels. . . . 

:7 

rrives only to be contradicted, but the fact remains 
aperor is sweeping all before him. Father only 
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rem s troubled about the financial crash which is sure to 
dIIow if Napoleon is victorious. . . . 

UNE 18 

Jreat anxiety. Consols have fallen terribly. I have 
ever seen greater depression; everybody one sees 
eems frightened. A rumour to-day that a battle had 
,een fought and that the Duke of Wellington was crushed; 
o-night that is contradicted. One cannot believe any- 
hing. They say Monsieur Rothschild has mounted 
ouriers from Brussels to Ostend and a fast clipper ready 
o sail the moment something is decisive one way or the 
ther. . . . 

UNE 25, 1815 

[he last few days have been so intoxicating that I have 
lot had a moment td write in my diary. When the 
lews was confirmed of the great victory of the Duke of 
Wellington at Waterloo London went mad and I with it. 
People I had never seen before rushed up to me in the 
streets and shook me violently by the hand. Father 
low says we will have a long and lasting peace—that 
Sapoleon will be obliged to abdicate, that his star has 
‘alien. Many people have been ruined and others have 
nade large fortunes. He is a little annoyed at the 
iesertion of Messrs. Bayard and Crawford, who have 
jailed in the Neptune, leaving us to get home as best 
ere can. . . . 

JUNE 26 

The Emperor has arrived in Paris. It seems he wanted 
to be killed but his marshals forced him into a carriage, 
as they feared he might be taken prisoner. . . . 

JUNE 27 

We are nearing the completion of the Treaty of Commerce, 
and it is to be signed in a day or two. . . . 
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JUNE 28 

Father had a farewell audience with the Regent. I did 
not go. Mr. Baring is most kind to us. . . . 

JUNE 29 

Of course, Mr. Adams is retarding matters with his pig¬ 
headedness. Mr. Robinson is so entirely different, so 
suave and conciliatory. Father is perfectly satisfied 
with the conditions of the treaty. . . . 

JUNE 30 

Father has decided to leave London on July 4, on our 
way home. My mother is not well. We have secured 
a good ship. . . . 

JULY 2 

The treaty signed to-day but not without difficulty. 
Mr. Adams at the last moment wished to make all sorts 
of alterations. Father agreed to some of them, and 
Mr. Robinson also; if it had been Mr. Goulburn or 
Adams they would not have agreed so easily. Mr. 
Robinson has been most charming in every way. We 
dine for the last time with Mr. Baring. . . . 

JULY 3 

We are actually off to-morrow. All the Barings were 
so kind. The dinner was delightful and we parted 
with them with deep regret. I will be glad to get 
home; after all it is my home and I love it. But I 
want to come back. Homme propose mais Dieu 
dispose. 



PART III 

THE MINISTRY IN FRANCE 

DM THE RESTORATION OF THE BOURBONS TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF THE DUC DE BERRI 

NOVEMBER 181 5—JULY 1820 

VEMBER 23, 1815: NEW YORK 

ich to my regret, father has written to-day declining 
: mission to France. Lately he seems to have got an 
a in his head that he must devote his attention to 
king money for his children. Mamma is greatly dis¬ 
jointed as well as Frances; they had been looking 
ward to the gaieties of Paris life after all I had told 
:m. Albert does not care; he would prefer to live 
he backwoods. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to THOMAS JEFFERSON 

New York, November 27, 1815 

sab Sir, 

On my return from Washington I found your 
lcome letter of October 16, which my friends here, 
ily expecting my return, had kept instead of forwarding 

Our opinion of Bonaparte is precisely the same. In 
at Lafayette’s and the opinion of every friend of rational 
erty in France did coincide. The return of that man 
is generally considered by them as a curse. Notwith- 
mding the blunders and rooted prejudices of the 
>urbons, the alienation of the army and the absolute 
mt of physical force had made them, upon the whole, 
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harmless, and as soon as the termination of the Congress* 
would have left France independent of foreign interference, 
they must in the course of things either have been overset 
or have governed according to public opinion. After 
Bonaparte’s restoration, it was hoped to pursue a similar 
course; others, placing confidence in the declarations 
of the Allies, hoped to get rid both of him and of the 
Bourbons. All saw the necessity of defending the 
country against foreign invasion, but the fatal catastrophe 
was not, to its full extent, anticipated by any. I call it 
a catastrophe with an eye only to the present; for, 
exhausted, degraded, and oppressed as France now is, 
I do not despair of her ultimate success in establishing 
her independence and a free form of Government. The 
people are too enlightened to submit long to any but a 
military despotism. What has lately passed was a scene 
in the drama, perhaps necessary to effect a radical cure 
of that love of conquest which had corrupted the nation 
and made the French oppressors abroad and slaves at 
home. As to independence, we have the recent instance 
of Prussia, which, with far inferior population, resources, 
or intellect, arose in two years from almost annihilation 
to the rank of a preponderating Power. But to return 
to Bonaparte: I lament to see our republican editors 
so much dazzled by extraordinary actions or carried 
away by natural aversion to our only dangerous enemy 
as to take up the cause of that despot and conqueror, 
and to represent him as the champion of liberty who has 
been her most mortal enemy, where hatred to republican 
systems was founded on the most unbounded selfishness 
and on the most hearty contempt for mankind. I really 
wish that you would permit me to publish, or rather that 
you would publish, your opinions on that subject. This 
might have a tendency to correct those which are daily 
published, and which do injury to our cause at home, 
and to our country abroad. 

* At Vienna and the dissolution of the Coalition. 
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ider different circumstances, without having any 
sh for a foreign mission or a residence in France, 
light have accepted the appointment of Minister there, 
t, satisfied that nothing can at this moment be effected 
that country, and it being very reluctant to my feelings 
be on a mission to a degraded monarch and to a nation 
ier the yoke of foreign armies, I thought that I might, 
;hout any breach of public duty or of private gratitude, 
lsult my own convenience, and I have accordingly 
daily informed our Government that I declined 
ogether the appointment. Albeet Gallatw 

iYEMBER 27 

iad a long conversation with father this morning. For 
; first time he told me of Mr. John Jacob Astor’s most 
lerous offer to take him into partnership, with a fifth 
ire in a business whose profits were 1100,000 a year, 
s reasons for refusing were, although he respected 
\ Astor, he never could place himself on the same level 
;h him. I am not surprised, as Astor was a butcher’s 
i at Waldorf—came as an emigrant to this country 
;h a pack on his back. He peddled furs, was very 
er, and is, I believe, one of the kings of the fur trade. 

: dined here and ate his ice-cream and peas with a 
ife. 

iCEMBER 6 

: showed me a letter from Mr. Monroe again urging 
n to accept the French mission. It is in the most 
ttering terms and begs father not to withdraw from 
litical life that he is by far the finest diplomatist we 
ve, that anything would be safe in his hands, 
iid hope he was going to tell me he would accept, 
t when I ventured to ask him his answer was: “1 
ist think of making proper provision for my family, 
im getting old.” 
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DECEMBER 19 

Another letter from Mr. Monroe urging father to recon¬ 
sider the mission to France. We all want him to, but we 
know perfectly well it is wise for us not to say anything. I 
honestly feel I would much prefer to live in either France 
or England—all is so crude in this country. The two 
years I spent in Russia, France, and England have 
unfitted me for America. 

DECEMBER 26 

Father has just brought another letter to copy. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES MONROE 

New York, December 26, 1815 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your friendly letters of the 4th 
and 16th instant, and have a grateful sense of the motives 
which dictated them. I can assure you that I feel a 
great reluctance to part with my personal and political 
friends, and that every consideration merely personal 
to myself and detached from my family urges a con¬ 
tinuance in public life. My habits are formed and cannot 
be altered. I feel alive to everything connected with 
the interest, happiness, and reputation of the United 
States. Whatever affects unfavourably either of them 
makes me more unhappy than any private loss or incon¬ 
venience. Although I have nothing to do with it, the 
continual suspension of specie payments, which I con¬ 
sider as a continued unnecessary violation of the public 
faith, occupies my thoughts more than any other subject. 
I feel as a passenger in a storm—vexed that I cannot 
assist. This I understand to be very generally the 
feeling of every statesman out of place. Be this as it 
may, although I did and do believe that for the present 
at least I could not be of much public utility in France, 
I did in my private letter to the President place my 
declining on the ground of private considerations. In 
81 
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it respect my views are limited to the mere means of 
stence without falling in debt. I do not wish to 
:umulate any property. I will not do my family the 
nry of impairing the little I have. My health is frail £ 
>y may soon lose me, and I will not leave them depend- 
; on the bounty of others. Was I to go to France, 
I my compensation and private income (this last 
5 s not exceed $2500 a year) did not enable me to live 

I ought, I must live as I can. I ask your forgiveness 
entering in those details, but you have treated me as 

triend and I write to you as such. You have from 
mdship wished that I would reconsider my first 
usion, and I will avail myself of the permission. It 

II be understood that in the meanwhile, if the delay 
ittended with any public inconvenience, a new appoint- 
;nt may immediately take place. My motive for 
iting when I did was a fear that, specially with respect 
other missions, the belief that I would go to France 
ght induce the President to make different arrange- 
;nts from those he would have adopted on a contrary 
pposition. . . . 

Albebt Gallatin 

NUARY % 1816 

really believe he is going to change his mind after all. 
amraa does not mention the subject but sighs deeply 
intervals. Frances declared at breakfast it was useless 
r her to go on with her French as they were not going 
Paris. . . . 

SBR0ARY % 

rrah! everything couleur de rose. I wrote the letter 
icepting the French mission for him at his dictation. 
j. Monroe had written him the most pressing letter on 
te 27th of last month, begging for an immediate reply 
ie way or the other. All I say to them at home is, 
Faites nos paquets, mesdames .”. . . 

82 
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ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES MONEOE 

accepting the mission to France 

New York, February 2, 1816 

Dear Sir, 

I have just received your letter of 27th ult., and 
have at last concluded to avail myself of the permission 
given me to accept again the mission to France. I am 
duly sensible of yours and the President’s kindness in 
having kept the question so long opened, and hope you 
will find an apology for my hesitation in the importance, 
at my age, of a decision which must so materially affect 
he prospects for life of my wife and children. I believe 
with you that the chance of Congress making any addi¬ 
tional allowance to Foreign Ministers is not the better 
n account either of the present incumbents or of the 
tate of suspense in which some of the important missions 
are now kept. On what may hereafter be done no 
reliance can be placed. I calculate only on what now 
exists, and mean, as I before stated, to regulate my 
expenses accordingly. If I find it impracticable to live 
without encroaching on my small. property, I will beg 
permission to return. I believe an additional compen¬ 
sation to be much more important to the United States 
than to the individual. 

I have still some private arrangements to complete, 
which will not, however, detain me long, and I will be 
eady to repair to Washington, for the purpose of reading 
he former correspondence and receiving your instruc- 
ions, at any time you may be pleased to appoint. It will 
Dest suit my convenience to have a short time allowed 
ne on my return from Washington. I will, in the 
neanwhile, wait for your answer. 

I beg you to present Mrs. G.’s and my best respects 
;o Mrs. M. and to Mrs. Hay, and to believe me, with 
sincere respect and esteem, truly yours. 

You will have the goodness to return or destroy the 
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ter in which I had declined the appointment, as it 
>uld not remain on the files of the office. 

Albert Gallatin 


JAMES MONROE to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Washington, February 13, 1816 

jar Sir, 

We were much gratified to find by your last letter 
it you accepted the mission to France. I have not 
shed to take you from your affairs, which I am con- 
ced must require your unremitted attention before 
nr departure; but I now think that the sooner you 
ne here the better it will be. It is known that you 
ve accepted the mission, and an early visit here will 
duce a good effect. The prospect of obtaining an 
gmentation, in the modes heretofore suggested, of the 
ary is improved by the acceptance; and, being here, 
e opportunity you will have of conferring with Mr. Clay 
d Mr. Crawford on the subject, and interesting them 
it, will give to our exertions much aid. This you may 
ord, in the present state, with perfect delicacy. Every- 
ing will be done to accommodate your views, in the 
ne of your departure, that circumstances will permit. 
)ur former letter was not filed in the Department, 
will return it to you when we meet. Our best regards 
Mrs. Gallatin. 

With great respect and esteem. 

Sincerely yours. 

James Monroe 


E*RLL 13 

other! I wish people would let him alone. They now 
Fer him the Treasury; again all our plans are at a 
andstill. 
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APRIL 18 

He will not accept. He says his arrangements to go to 
France are too far advanced to be changed at this last 
moment. He also has some very important business to 
settle in Geneva. The family bourse has accumu¬ 
lated for so long, and now is such a large sum, he thinks 
something should be done with it. He is the only male 
Gallatin in the world and the Gallatin women have no 
claim to it; there are several of them married in Geneva 
of the different branches. Anyhow, to France we go. 

MAY 25 

I have been on board the Peacock (Captain Rogers), 
which is fitting out to take us as soon as possible. The 
captain told me to-day he would be ready June 1, but 
from the appearance of things I do not believe he will. 

JUNE 2 

Of course, the Peacock is not ready. Here we are all 
packed up and ready; everything most uncomfortable. 

JUNE 7 

The captain has promised father that he will be able 
to sail in two days. All our baggage has been put on 
board. 

JUNE 10: ON BOARD THE PEACOCK 
We are actually off. Such a host of friends to bid us 
“ God-speed/' Mamma in tears, Frances in tears, all 
the maids in tears, and all the female relations in tears. 
At the present moment mamma and Frances are waving 
to the receding shore. Albert is busy with the chickens, 
of which we have a large supply. . . . 

JULY 9: PARIS 

After a very fast passage here we are in Paris. I can 
hardly believe it is true, and keep rubbing my eyes, 
thinking I may be asleep and dreaming. 



6] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 


Y 10 

;her had an interview with the Due de Richelieu* to-day 
12 o’clock; I was present to take notes. He ex- 
ssed a most friendly feeling that the French Govern¬ 
ed had for the United States—in fact, was most civil, 
n cordial. 

seemed anxious to know what our feelings toward 
gland were. Father answered that the two Govern- 
Qts were on excellent terms, but of course there was 
ation between the people, which always existed after 
war—that he regretted that public journals added 
to the flame. 

e Duke regretted that the newspapers misrepresented 
! present government of France. He could not under- 
nd how most of the English and American papers 
ended a man who crushed liberty everywhere, 
e Duke, on leaving, said His Majesty wished father 
present his letters of credence to-morrow as the Royal 
mily wer§ leaving Paris shortly. 

LY 11 

.ccompanied father to the palace to present his letters, 
was amazed at our reception, both by the King and 
i Prince. Our audience was, of course, private, 
ther presented me. Both the King and the Prince 
pressed themselves as most friendly towards the 
lited States. “Monsieur/’t the Due d’Angoul^me, 
d the Due de Berri were present. The King is old 
very fat. Monsieur is rather handsome; the 
ic d’Angoul^me very stern but with a very kind face; 

' Due de Richelieu (Femand-Emmanuel-Sophie-Septimanio du 
ssis), peer of France. Minister of Foreign Affairs and President of 
s Council September 26,1815; died May 17,1822. 

\ “Monsieur” Charles-Philippe de France, Comte d’Artois, brother 
the King. He succeeded Louis XVIII as King of France September 
, 1824. He reigned under the name of Charles X. His two sons 
re the Dukes of Angouleme and Berri. 
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the Due de Berri very good-looking and very gay and 
smiling. 

Very great etiquette is maintained. They say the 
King is more strict than even Louis XIV was. We cut 
a sorry sight in our plain black coats and breeches with 
all the splendours of the Court uniforms. 

The King asked about mamma's health, how she had 
borne the journey—is really most kind and gracious. 
Court coaches were sent for us and took us back. Mr. 
Sheldon* followed us in the second coach. 

JULY 30: 21 RUE DE L’UNIVERSITE 
I have been all day interviewing servants—tall and short, 
fat and thin—until I can hardly speak. After sorting 
out what I considered the best, I had them drawn up 
for father's approval, which I am glad to say he gave. 
Major-domo—Callon by name, a very fine person; 
two house footmen, Edouard and Alfred; two carriage 
footmen, Louis and Jean; Chef, Monsieur Ratifar, such 
a great personage (he brings his own kitchen staff); three 
maids, all pretty—I chose them. I don't know what 
mamma will say when she sees them. I hate to look at 
ugly women. 

The house is really very fine entre cours et jardin. 
Furniture old but very good. We have to supply our 
own plate and linen. We have to make some alterations, 
so mamma and Frances have gone to the Lussacs at 
Versailles. I have my own valet, Lucien, aged twenty- 
five—a very important person he thinks himself, valet 
to a Secretary of Embassy. He will call me “Excel¬ 
lence.” 

AUGUST 2 

All the morning choosing carriages and horses. Of the 
latter we got two pairs, very fine for the “Berline,” 
which is all glass in front; this will be for Court and 
* Mr. Sheldon was one of Albert Gallatin's secretaries. 
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asions. A very strong “Brichka" for everyday 
ice stout little pair for it. A cabriolet for me; 
le big horses will go in single. 


•eally in very good order and the servants excel- 
iadame Patterson Bonaparte has written from 
sking if she might be allowed to pay us a visit 
ays. She is on her way to America. She arrives 
Oth. 

The following letter written at this date gives an interesting ao 
e financial condition of France after Waterloo. 

ETTER from ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES 
MONROE AT WASHINGTON 

Paris, August 6, 1816 

r ou were informed by my dispatch No. 1 of my 
in this city on the 9th of last month. On the 
had audience of the King, to whom I delivered 
ers of credence. The reception, both from him 
m the princes, was what is called gracious, and 
mied with the usual expressions of most friendly 
ion towards the United States, 
ide here has been too short to enable me to form 
nion of the prospect we have of succeeding in 
ig the indemnities so justly due to our citizens, 
lo not wish to enter into the discussion until I 
scertained as far as practicable the disposition 
Government in that respect. Whatever this may 
situation of their finances will be a formidable 
3 in our way. That there will be a great deficit 
1 every succeeding year until the foreign contribu- 
e discharged is notorious. The precise amount 
deficit for this year is not so well known, but, 
source entitled to confidence, has been stated to 
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me as exceeding 350 millions of francs. It is not believed 
that any practical increase of taxes can produce more 
than 100 millions. The residue, or 250 millions a year 
for five years, must therefore remain unpaid, or be 
provided for by creating new stock. That situation would, 
indeed, be deplorable in a country where there is no 
public credit, and where the Treasury cannot raise money 
in any other manner than by selling their 5 per cent, 
stock at the market rate, which does not now exceed 
58 per cent. I still hope that the statement is exagger¬ 
ated; but the reliance which seems to be placed on the 
forbearance of the allied Powers confirms the opinion 
that the internal resources are not sufficient to meet the 
foreign demands. 

It has been suggested to me that some classes of claims, 
particularly that of vessels burnt at sea, would, if pressed 
by themselves, have a better chance of being admitted; 
but, unless otherwise instructed, I will not pursue a course 
which might injure the general mass of our claims. . . . 

Albert Gallatin 


AUGUST 7 

His Majesty has expressed a wish—in fact, a command— 
that mamma is to be received in private audience, and 
has fixed the 9th. Fortunately, she has all her frocks 
ready. She is to be received in the morning. All the 
corps diplomatique have called, and now it is nothing 
but returning visits. The de Broglies are still with 
Madame de Stael at Coppet, but are returning to Paris 
shortly. The Due de la Rochefoucauld dEnville (a distant 
relation) has been most kind, and has told father what 
he ought to do and what he ought not to do. 

AUGUST 10 

Mamma was most graciously received. Father accom¬ 
panied her. She had to wear full Court dress at eleven 
in the morning. She was first received by the King, 
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ho spoke English to her, much to her relief. When 
le retired from the presence she was escorted by Madame 
e Duras to the apartments of the Duchesse d’Angoul&me. 
t seems it was most trying. She has not yet recovered 
•om the fatigue, as she is not strong. 

UGTJST 11 

ladame Patterson Bonaparte arrived this morning from 
leneva. Her baggage nearly filled the antechamber, 
he is very lovely, but hard in expression and manner, 
don’t think she has much heart. Her son seems to 
>e her one thought. She had a very long talk with 
ather about his future (her son’s); she is most ambitious 
or him. She even has a list of the different princesses 
srho will be available for him to marry: as he is only 
en years old, it is looking far ahead. 

! have but little work to do here. I foresee I will 
oon be in mischief. Paris is indeed the paradise of 
mung men. 

AUGUST 12, 1816 

Madame Bonaparte’s conversation most brilliant. At 
upper last night she said that when in Paris just after the 
mndred days, she was at a ball at the British Embassy. 
She noticed she was much stared at, and that some of 
;he ladies curtsied to her. She asked the Duke of Wel- 
ington what it meant, and he told her she was taken 
:or Pauline Bonaparte* as she was so strikingly like her, 
md that people were so amazed at thinking Pauline 
Bonaparte would have dared come back to France. 
The Ambassador came up to her at that moment to lead 
her to supper. This intrigued the company all the 
more. She is frightfully vain. 

AUGUST 14 

Father had an audience of the King this morning. He 
suddenly said: "I hear that Madame Jerome Bonaparte 
* Sister of Napoleon, married Prince Borghese. 
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is with you. Pray express to her our regret she will not 
come to our Court, but that we know her reasons for 
not doing so.” When father told her she was much 
gratified, and said, “That Corsican blackguard would 
not have been so gracious.” 

AUGUST 15 

Madame Bonaparte left to-day for Havre to embark for 
America. She is such an interesting person, we will 
miss her. She gave mamma a ruby-velvet frock to cut 
up for Frances. To father she gave a really beautiful 
turquoise and diamond brooch. He will never wear it, 
so I will have it. 

AUGUST 17 

We are very busy with documents to be copied to send 
to America. The Due de Richelieu had a very long 
conference with father yesterday. The latter likes him 
so much—admires all his fine qualities, particularly his 
great simplicity, frugality, and above all his honesty. 

AUGUST 23 

I drove my new “curricle” for the first time to-day. 
I do not know which was the most proud, myself, Lucien, 
or the horse. It is rather difficult to drive a spirited 
horse and to keep taking off one’s hat every moment. 
I have to be on the qui vive not to fail to return a salute; 
I will do better when I get to know people’s faces better, 
but now I find it most difficult. I saw many lovely 
ladies, and I flatter myself some of them saw me. I 
find they notice much more when I am driving than when 
I am on foot. Moral—always drive. 

I have just come back from walking in the gardens of 
the Palais Royale. How pretty Frenchwomen are! 
I know I shall get into all sorts of scrapes. I don’t 
remember if I noted our visit to Monsieur de Lafayette. 
He is stopping with a Mr. Parker some distance from 
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He has permission to come to Paris but does 
risk to do so at present. His greeting to father 
lost cordial. We are soon going to see him again, 
r find it most difficult to keep up my diary; lately 
e neglected it terribly. In the future I will have 
j r to write when I can find time and from memory. 
?rork all the morning, receiving for father all kinds 
[ualities of people; dining out, suppers, theatres, 
11 sorts and kinds of varied amusements. Hardly 
to sleep. 

e made friends with a charming little danseuse of 
?era, Rosette by name. 

sk since I have been able to take up my pen. On 
.day father and mother were commanded to dine 
he King—a very great honour it seems, and one 
r ed for princes and ambassadors. A rather amusing 
:nt happened. After dinner a small reception was 
Amongst the ladies received was a Comtesse de 
e.* She is the daughter of the Marquis d’Osmond,f 
sador in England. In a loud tone she expressed 
stonishment at the presence of Monsieur Gallatin 
iis wife to the Prince de CondS.t liis answer to her 
“His Majesty cannot too highly honour Monsieur 
tin, as, although representing a new country, his 
tors had served France for generations and one had 
a. most honoured and intimate friend of Henri IV/'§ 
sms this got to the King’s ears, who was much 
red, and when Madame de Boigne made her curtsy 
rned his back on her. She called on mamma the 
day, and was most gracious and asked too many 

iarlotte Louise Elenore Adelaide d’Osmond married afc the age 
een General de Boigne. Separated from him after ten months 
ned bfe. He was immensely rich and allowed her a large income. 

f e ? ustaciie Marquis d’Osmond, Peer of France, Ambassador 
Eland. 

ine de Conde, bom 1736, Due de Bourbon. 
i ADDendiV TT 


CASPAR GALLATIN 
Friend op Henri IV 
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sstions. They say she is the mistress of the Due 
)rleans, who is not allowed to come back to France, 
idame de Stael has arrived. I went with father to 
her to-day; she looks very ill. She had heard of 
idame de Boigne’s behaviour and was very angry, 
j said, “That woman is effrontery itself,” and “Truth 
rer received her invitation to her christening.” Madame 
gamier was much amused and told many funny anec- 
,es about Madame de B. It seems her husband is an 
lian nabob who has property at ChambSry. They 
not live together but he allows her a large income. 
>ertine de Broglie was delightful—so glad to see us 
L is so natural and unaffected. They are looking for 
ouse, but are at present with her mother. . . . 

CEMBER 

>r neglected diary! I have broken with Rosette 
[ now dance with the jeunes filles du monde. It is not 
using as I take them back to their mothers when the 
Lee is over. We hardly speak a word. How I hate 
this etiquette! We dined yesterday at the Due 
Berries. They were both most gracious; she is like 
3oiled child and has very bad manners. The Duke of 
llington was a guest, and after dinner the Due de Berri 
ke most kindly to me. They say he has many friends 
;he coulisse of the opera. He is so gay and cheerful— 
h a contrast to his father and uncle. They say the 
eans family will soon return to the Palais Royale 
. they receive in the most informal manner. A great 
at the Duke of Wellington’s, 
seems the Royal Family were most rude, but that 
duke did not pay any attention and rather put them 
shame. Some extraordinary English women were 
sent. 

HJARY 1817 

tn trying to collect my senses as it has been nothing 
a whirl of gaiety. Father insisted upon having a 
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>er Christmas Day: Madame de Stael, the de Broglies, 
; 0 di Borgo, Baron Humboldt, Constant Rebecque, 
Lsieur la Place, the Due de Richelieu, Chateaubriand, 
and Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre, Rochefoucauld, 
on, and a host of others. We sat down thirty-eight. 
:rt and Frances were allowed to appear on this occa- 
Mamma had a huge Christmas-tree in one of the 
ring-rooms. Small souvenirs for all. As Pozzo was 
ing off some of the presents the tree caught fire: 
Broglie pulled off his coat, I followed suit, and we 
thered the fire before it did much damage. At 
light mamma had had prepared “egg nog” and 
pie toddy,” and we all drank each other's health 
Linerican fashion. Madame de Stael looks very ill. 
r all our guests had left I slipped off to the Maison 
le —quite a different company. I managed to slip 
the house at 6 o’clock without any of the servants 
lg me. 

it gaiety there is in Paris this season of the year I 
rybody seems cheerful and happy, and all is so 
ht. Father and I dined on Sunday with the Prince 
Princess Galitzin. Katinka Galitzin is pretty and 
of fun; we get on capitally. She has much more 
•ty than French girls, being Russian. The son of the 
de Caumont la Force is courting her. In the evening 
sception at Court. Mamma had excused herself 
;he plea of illness, but the fact is her religious prin¬ 
ts will not allow her to go to any big ball or Court 
Sunday. It is a little awkward for father as most 
he big Court functions are on Sunday. I forgot to 
tion the splendid ceremony at Notre Dame on 
istmas Eve. The cathedral was in complete darkness 
; for a few dim lamps. As the bell rang twelve strokes 
arst of light and the most beautiful singing I ever 
*d. The crowd was terrific; several women fainted, 
as an hour getting out, so was late for a supper at the 
ee. Toutes ces “petites dames ! ” 
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What a gorgeous New Year! Visits, visits—nothing 
but visits. My pockets are empty. Etrennes for all the 
servants, presents to all the family, not forgetting my 
coulisse friends, has cleared me out. 

Another Court function on Sunday, which, again on 
the plea of illness, mamma begged to be excused. His 
Majesty noticed her absence and most graciously inquired 
if she were seriously ill. Father, who is so absolutely 
frank, answered: “Sire, I regret that my wife’s religious 
principles prevent her going to any entertainment on 
Sunday.” The King, instead of being annoyed, answered, 
“Pray convey our respects to Madame Gallatin, and tell 
her we honour her principles and her courage.” Father 
was much relieved. 

JANUARY 9 

To our immense surprise, a Court courier arrived this 
morning to say that his Majesty would in person call 
at 1.30. No time for any preparations. Father said, 
“We will receive his Majesty in absolute simplicity, as 
behoves our republic.” He arrived with Monsieur in 
a very simple coach. Mamma, father, the children, and 
myself received him under the 'perron in the courtyard. 
He is very infirm—apologized for not getting out of the 
carriage. He handed mamma a large roll which was a 
very fine engraving of himself. Written in English is 
“To Madam Gallatin, with all the respect due to a woman 
who has principles. Signed, Louis.” He greatly admired 
Frances, who really promises to be very beautiful. Her 
complexion, like mamma’s, is absolutely perfect. After 
much bowing, &c. &c., he drove off. It seems no such 
honour has ever been conferred by him before. Every¬ 
body tells father the King pays more attention to him 
than to anybody else. Comte de Gallatin, our cousin, 
the Minister from Wiirtemberg, says he is very jealous. 
By the way, his story is an odd one. His father was in 
the service of the Duke of Brunswick when the duke was 
95 
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:d at the Battle of Jena. As he was dying he said 
he King of Wiirtemberg, “I leave to you my most 
ted friend.” The King took him into his service and 
ted him a Count. Unfortunately, this one only lxa.3 
^liters. We are on the most intimate terms with, 
family. Poor mamma is quite dazed—the whole 
jm of living is so entirely different from that in 
irica; this, coupled with her want of fluency in 
Lch, adds to her troubles. Fortunately, we have 
l able to obtain the services of an excellent house- 
ier, Madame Berthal by name—a Russian who spealcs 
y language under the sun. Nothing ever affects 
er; he is always pleased, and I have never seen him 
out at anything. I really believe if he was given, 
ireakfast at midnight, his dinner at 6 A.M., and hi3 
>er at midday he would hardly notice the difference, 
ive just been seeing the footmen, coachmen, &c., 
leir new liveries. For ordinary occasions, dark blue 
h breeches, yellow waistcoats, and dark blue coats 
silver buttons, black silk stockings; state liveries, 

; blue breeches, white silk stockings, yellow waistcoats, 
light blue cloth coats with broad silver braid and 
r buttons. The latter is exact, as dark blue does not 
; in heraldry. 

ler is a little doubtful, fearing Americans may* 
ct to so much show, but he feels the Court of France 
ires it. 


irt s black, Peter, whom we brought from America, 
7ed the cook how to make buckwheat cakes. This 
e as a complete surprise. Poor mamma burst out 
ig when she saw them. Frances is taking dancing 
>ns. I have learnt to cut a “pigeon’s wing” and had 
at success at the Galitzin’s on Sunday evening. . . . 
eousm Count Gallatin, is most kind; he and his 
have told mamma all that is required of her at Court. 

Snir g f, P° sition - Father represents a 

pubhc, and with all his aristocratic relations here 

rwr» 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1817 

much more is expected of mamma, but her manners are 
so simple and so utterly unaffected that father begs her 
not to change them in any way. 

An accident happened to mamma’s berline to-day. 
Turning from the Faubourg St. Honor! into the Rue des 
^curies d’Artois, one of the hind wheels caught on the 
high kerb and was wrenched off. Fortunately, the 
horses are very quiet and were not frightened. Frances 
was a little cut by the glass of the window she was sitting 
by. The English Ambassadress was passing at the time, 
and very kindly insisted upon taking mamma to the 
Embassy, which is close by. After having Frances’ 
face seen to she drove mamma home; it was most 
gracious of her. 

I have made the acquaintance of a young American 
who is studying painting, Grayson by name. He is 
going to introduce me to the “grisette world”; I am 
looking forward to it. We go to one of the students’ 
balls on Sunday night. I must keep this very quiet, as 
I fear father would be much annoyed. He does not mind 
how much I go out in the grand monde but he dislikes 
anything like low life, tie never had a youth himself; 
he was penned up in Geneva, and when he went to 
America he lived a simple life in the wild parts. I would 
not care to do anything to annoy him. 

My grisette ball was not a success—the fact is, it was 
not fit for any gentleman to go to; I am not particular 
but there are limits. The men were much worse than 
the women. How can they degrade themselves to such 
an extent! They left nothing to the imagination. I 
was determined to stop to the end, and even went to 
supper at a restaurant at the Halle. I will never forget 
the horrible orgie. There were Russian, Spanish, Italian, 
and Prussian students; they might have been wild 
beasts from their behaviour. This has been a lesson to 
me; I am glad of the experience and will profit by it. 

97 
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the ElysSe Bourbon last evening there was a little 
ing vaudeville played by children which was very 
,ty; then supper, and we danced a conire~dan#r, 
fli gave me a chance to cut my “pigeon’s wings.** 
t eight in succession when my turn came as advancing 
ilier. Madame dc Boigne, in that horrid voice of 
, said, “Trte lien, mon jeune Amiricain, M How I 
ke that woman I I cannot help it, she is nothing: 
pretension. I believe she thinks herself the most 
rtant person in France. 

ined at the Russian Embassy yesterday and made 
1 a fool of myself. It was a delightful dinner, and 
ok in Princess Katinka Galitzin. There was a large 
monte of nougat. When it was passed to me the 
;r guests had only taken off some of the ornaments, 
icess K. wanted some of the nougat, so I boldly stuck 
nth a silver fork; I did not think it was so brittle— 
g went the whole thing, scattering the nougat in all 
ctions. If the floor had only opened 1 Bits of the 
gat stuck in the ladies* hair, on their necks and 
dders. I was filled with confusion. Pozzo cli Borgo 
aimed, “Voila VAmiricain qui attack le citadel de 


tussia. This caused a general laugh and put every- 
in a good humour. I have not got over it yet. 
ink the ladies forgave me as I am so young, 
urma is so tiresome. When we were children, every 
arday night we had to take a powder and in the 
■mng. a black draught—always administered by 
uma in person. She really forgets I am no longer a 
d; it rs ail very well for Frances and Albert. I had 
►ad headache for several days, and asked mamma's 
t ? powder * To my horror, at 0 o’clock 

►Wlr s m8 W 101 ? locking) in walked mamma with 
head t m ^ er k and and a frilled nightcap on 
L a Merri ° resistin S» but as she left the room I 

^ quite I don’t think 

H used the tone I said it in. . . . 
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TUESDAY 

I am in horrible disgrace. The Russian Ambassador 
gave mamma a beautiful cat. It is always in a large 
basket in her boudoir. Yesterday some people were 
coming to dejeuner. I was early and alone in the boudoir 
where we always assemble when en petite committee. 
Mamma had been sent a quantity of Madonna lilies 
which were in a vase. I do not know what possessed me, 
but I took one up and commenced to “annunciate” 
the cat in solemn tones. I had my back to the door, 
when I suddenly heard my name pronounced—“James,” 
but in such a tone as only mamma can say it. I was 
saved for the moment by the Due and Duchesse de 
Clermont-Tonnerre being announced. I hardly dared 
speak at table as I knew I was in disgrace. Dear mamma’s 
French is very doubtful, and she never can get a name 
right. There was a pause in the general conversation. 
She turned to the duke and said, “How is Madame de 
Bid6,” meaning Madame de BudS, the grandmother 
of the duchess. This was really too much for me. I 
exploded, and fortunately choked, and had hurriedly 
to leave the table. When I returned naturally I apolo¬ 
gized, but I might have fallen into the middle of Stone¬ 
henge from the expression of their faces. Only dear 
father had a twinkle in his eye. He I know will get me 
out of this scrape. 

Mamma sent for me before supper and I had a maumis 
quart d’heure. I humbly apologized and was most re¬ 
pentant. I then threw my arms around her and gave her 
a good hug. She gave me six tracts, one for each day 
of the week; I promised to read them. The funniest 
fact of it is that Mourussa, the cat, gave birth to six 
kittens in the night. I only suggested to father that 
one might be called Annunciata. He did not answer 
but looked out of the window. 

I am very sorry for mamma; I can see she is not 
happy. Father is so occupied that I do not think he 
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notices it. It is hard for her: she speaks so little French* 
has really no friends whom she cares for, and her position 
is a very difficult one. The Court is so hemmed in by 
etiquette to which she is not accustomed. She does not 
understand the ways of Frenchwomen of the grand 
monde and is continually shocked. Indeed. I am not 
surprised the only women she finds anything in common 
with are the ladies of the English Embassy and some 
of the English residents in Paris. There are few Ameri¬ 
cans, and those that are here are mostly in commerce 
and without education. I went with her two days ago 
to call on a Mrs. P., the wife of a very rich but common 
American. They have recently bought a very fine hotel 
in the Rue de Varennes; they sold all the beautiful old 
furniture and have refurnished it in execrable taste, but 
she is evidently very proud of it and insisted upon showing 
us aU the reception-rooms. In one room there was a 
large bronze replica of a statue by “John of Bologna.” 
For something to say, I admired it. She folded her 
arms and, with a palpable wink, said, “Bologny done it, 
but I am going to have pantaloons made for it when I 
receive.” Mamma’s face was a study. She relaxed into 
a smile when the poor woman offered her molasses candy 
and dough-nuts, saying she made them herself to remind 
her of home. 

Now that the gaieties are over I am hard at work 
again; the continual writing, copying of documents, 
and so forth is very trying. Father cannot pin the 
Due de Richelieu down to anything definite. 


FEBRUARY 

To father s peat delight, Lafayette dined here last week, 
^^oldt, Madame de Stael, Due and Duchesse 
Monsieur la Place, Pozzo di Borgo, and the 
7 " ^ther amusing incident. We were all 
had not 9T S / ^^™g' roo m. Monsieur de Lafayette 
v Monsieur la Place was talking to me 
100 
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when Lafayette was announced. La Place turned very 
pale. Just as dinner was announced he went up to 
father begging leave to retire, as he had been ill and 
felt very faint. It seems he found it impossible to sit 
at the same table with Lafayette on account of his 
relations to the Bourbons. This amused Madame de 
Stael very much, and I think the dinner was gayer 
without him. Madame Bonaparte has announced her 
arrival from America in May. 

There has not been a lull in the gaieties, which I thought 
were over. Invitations keep pouring in. Mamma only 
accepts those which she is obliged to as it fatigues her so 
much; father the same, so I have to represent the family 
on all occasions. When we are at home en famille, 
which both mamma and father prefer, I find it intolerably 
dull. They both read or write and rarely speak. Frances 
goes to bed very early, so does Albert. Mamma retires 
at 10.30; father sits up nearly all night. About 11 
o’clock I begin to yawn, and off I go, but not to bed; I 
generally do not get home until 3 and 4 in the morning. 
I hate this sort of deception. When I am twenty-one 
I will openly avow my sins. 

Skating all day on the Petit Lac in the Bois de Bologne; 
I enjoy it immensely. It seems so funny, hardly any 
of the French ladies can even stand on their skates. 
The men are really too absurd. 

A few Russians and Poles skate well, but all are very 
cheerful. Large bonfires are lighted on the bank so 
that we can warm ourselves. The Galitzins brought 
some punch and cakes. They allow their daughter to 
skate, so do the Ourousoffs. No French girls, only 
married women. The G.’s sent two beautiful sledges 
that a man can push from behind—one in the shape of 
a springing tiger, and it is lined with tiger-skin and 
cushions of the same. The other, a large swan, is most 
graceful; this is lined with blue velvet. They have only 
just arrived from Russia. We men in turn push the 
101 
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Ferent ladies about on the ice. I don’t think I cared 
ich about it. The King’s coach passed at the very 
t pace that it is always driven; much to our surprise, 
returned and stopped for his Majesty to watch us. 
3 —of course, the men—uncovered, but he most 
iciously sent one of his gentlemen to say that we were 
t to notice him but go on with our sport, which he 
shed to watch. He stopped quite half an hour. It is 
3h a pity that the beautiful Bois de Boulogne has been 
stroyed! Most of the fine trees have been cut down 
d most of the undergrowth. This was done by the 
diers of the Allies. 

have made some excellent friends of my own age or 
Little older. The Due de Guiche, the son of the Due 
Gramont, Rochefoucauld, whom I knew when I was 
re in 1815, Balliet La Tour, Puys6gur, are my intimates, 
have tried to make friends with some of the attaches 
the English Embassy, but I am sorry to say they do 
t seem to care for us but seem to shun us as if we were 
war. Later others may come with a different spirit, 
they are often changing. Nobody could be more 
acious than the Duke of Wellington. Father had met 
m so often at Madame de Stael’s; she has that won- 
rful gift of bringing people together and putting them 
once at their ease. I had what might have been a 
ost unpleasant adventure last evening. I had noticed 
veral times a very pretty what I thought was a grisette 
the gardens of the Palais Royal. She didn’t seem 
mind my rather bold way of staring at her—in fact, 
e smiled. As I am always ready for adventure, I wrote 
l a bit of paper asking for a rendezvous. I dropped it 
st as she was approaching me. I saw her pick it up. 
le did not look at me, but shortly after a man, raising 
s hat, handed me a note, only a few words, making 
1 appointment at a house in the Rue St. Honore for 
).30 in the evening. Naturally I was there. An old 
oman met me at the door. Putting her finger to her 
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lips and bidding me to follow her, she mounted to the 
second floor. Letting us in with a key, I found myself 
in a most beautiful apartment. She threw open the 
door, and to my amazement there was my griseite with 
a child of about two years on her lap and one a year or 
so older standing by her side. All were beautifully 
dressed, and sitting by a little table was a man. He 
rose, and with a bow said, "Monsieur, you are most 
welcome to our humble home. My. wife has kept the 
children out of bed expressly for you to see them.” 
Imagine my deep mortification. She is Mademoiselle 

R-of the ThS&tre Fransais. It was a lesson I will 

not forget and which I richly deserved. They both 
begged me to honour them with a visit at any time. She 
knew perfectly well who I was. I will certainly not 
forget them. We are getting very near Lent now, when, 
of course, we will be very quiet. I love the spring in 
Paris—the Champs Elysees is so beautiful with the trees 
and brilliant sunshine. I have been fencing a great 
deal lately, not that I anticipate a duel; in fact, I would 
not be allowed to fight on account of father’s position— 
not that I want to in the least, but I think fencing gives 
great ease, grace, and balance. I took the children on 
Sunday to Versailles. The great fountains played. I 
took Frances to see them; they are a wonderful sight. 
Of course, mamma would not go, as it was Sunday. We 
lost Albert and did not find him for several hours. When 
he appeared he had his hat covered with insects and 
butterflies on pins that he had caught. I made him 
throw them all away. He is really incorrigible; he 
ought to be sent to a boarding-school or college. 

MARCH 1817 

Now that Lent has come we have much more leisure, 
no Court entertainments of any kind. Father has received 
an intimation that he will be required to go to the 
Netherlands in July to help Mr. Eustace in his negotiations 
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demnity, &c. &c. He does not care much about 
l but never shirks his duty. I will go with him. 
ame de Stael is very ill. She sent for father to-day 
had a long conference with him, principally about 
property. He had advised her to place all her 
jtary affairs in the hands of Monsieur Rothschild 
ondon. She did not take his advice at the time 
now repents it. It seems she is much troubled 
t what she should do for Mr. Rocca (her husband), 
great love for her daughter is overwhelming; she 
,s to leave her the bulk of her property. At one 
.ent—strong woman as she is—she talks of approach- 
leath; the next moment of the house she has taken 
the entertainments she intends to give. Madame 
,mier has a beautiful hotel in the Rue de {illegible). 
eceives on Thursday evenings, always reclining on 
lise-longue. She is certainly very brilliant and witty, 
does not like Madame de Boigne and calls her une 
ncieuse. She says, “Madame de B. only acknowl- 
3 two families, that of the Bon Dieu and the 
onds.” 

ink I have forgotten to mention the attempt on 
ife of the Duke of Wellington. As he was driving 
3 in the Champs Elys§es a shot was fired, but for- 
fcely missed him—in fact, the bullet has not been 
i. Some malicious people say he had the shot fired 
If. Naturally he has lots of enemies. So great 
,n as he is can brush such insinuations aside without 
g them a thought. He certainly is the most impor- 
personage in France at present, and if anything 
ened to him it would be a dire calamity. Indeed, 
very odd how persistently rude the Royal Family 
to him. He never shows the slightest displeasure 
is always dignified and courtesy itself. Father has 
greatest admiration for him, and believes him to be 
rn diplomatist as well as a great soldier and leader 
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I have just heard that a man called Cantillon has been 
arrested. They say he is but a man of straw and that 
his arrest was made to appease the English and that he 
will never be tried. The extraordinary thing is that, 
with the exception of the Due de Berri, not one of the 
Royal Family expressed the slightest sympathy or con¬ 
gratulated the Duke on his escape. 

MARCH 26 

The Chamber closed to-day. I am getting a little tired 
of Lent, mamma will keep it so strictly. I see at times 
it rather annoys father, but he does not say anything. 
I can never quite make out what his ideas are on religion. 
He is a Calvinist and was brought up when a child by 
Mile Pictet very strictly. I think Voltaire and his ideas 
greatly influenced him. I do not care what his religion 
is, nobody could be better than he is. Always so gentle, 
smoothing over everything and keeping peace, thoughtful 
for everybody, even for the servants—could there be a 
better man? I only wish I could approach him in any 
way. Mamma was a Miss Nicholson; I must have some 
of the “Old Nick” in me from that side of the family. 

MARCH 29 

Father to-day told me if I could find an agreeable travel¬ 
ling companion that he would give me the money to go 
to Bourg to see Jacques Coeur’s house, which is so beau¬ 
tiful. I fear my travelling companion must be of the 
male sex, although father did not stipulate this. It is 
rather a long journey, quite three days to get there. 

I was showing Frances to-day how I could tame her 
canary. I drew a chalk-line on the table, caught the 
little bird, and laid him on his back on the line. He 
remained perfectly quiet. Frances was delighted. She 
put out her hand to take him up. The poor little thing did 
not move—he was dead. I was so sorry. Poor Frances 
cried bitterly. I went out at once and bought her 
another, but she is not comforted. 
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PEIL 15 

dined with father at the Duke of Wellington s yester- 
ay. Great magnificence, the plate gold. It is the 
Loyal plate sent from England for his use. Shoals of 
owdered lackeys in the Wellington liveries, eight gold 
mdelabra on the table. In the centre of the table a 
uge gold basin filled with flowers. All the service silver 
ith the sweets and dessert, and then all was gold, 
rince Talleyrand was present, the Due de Rohan, 
>uchesse de Courland (niece of Talleyrand, who seems 
voted to him), Due and Duchesse de Duras, the Galib¬ 
ins, Caumontla Forces, de Broglies, Comte and Comtesse 
I’Orsay, Due and Duchesse de Grammont, Comtesse de 
loigne and her brother Osmond, the English Ambassador, 
hevalier Stuart, Baron Vincent (Austria), the Due and 
duchesse de Fernan-Nunez (Spain), Baron Fagel (Pays 
las), Comte and Comtesse Soltz (Prussia), Pozzo di Borgo 
Russia), Marquis Alfieri (Sardinia), Prince Castelcicala 
Deux Sickles), Comte and Comtesse de Gallatin (Wiirtem- 
erg), and a host of others. . The Duke was in fine spirits 
nd received congratulations on all sides. 

PELL 

Lt last the Orleans family have been granted permission 
o return to France. They are installed at the Palais 
loyal. They were not well received by the King; in 
act, the only members of the Royal Family who greeted 
hem cordially were the Due and Duchesse de Berri. 
went officially with father to the Palais Royal after 
e had requested an audience. We were received in 
he simplest manner possible. They seem like any 
►rdinary bourgeois family. The Duke* is short, marked 

♦Liras Philippe d’Orl&ms, Due d’Orleans, bom September 6, 1773, 
as Lotus Philippe I, died in England (to which country be fled 
a»4g) August 26, 1850. He was the son of Philippe Egalitd, Duo 
«vrieM®, who voted for the death of Louis XVI. 
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Bourbon features, decidedly common-looking. The 
Duchess is not pretty but most gracious and charming. 
Mademoiselle as well. We stopped quite half an hour, 
his Highness asking many questions about America, of 
which he seems to have great knowledge. He spoke of 
Monsieur de Lafayette and was au courant with father's 
intimacy with him. Driving home, father, who rarely 
expresses any opinion about people, said, “That man is 
an intriguer; I would not trust him." We had seen 
and been presented to him in England three years ago. 
A Court reception to-morrow. 

I had rather an unfortunate adventure some few nights 
since, but it I hope will never get to father's ears. After 
going to the opera, a charming little danseuse, whose 
acquaintance I had only just made, asked me if I would 
sup with her at her apartment. Much to my surprise 
I found the greatest luxury—some personage evidently 
in the background. A round table with converts for 
two. We had just commenced to sup when I heard a 
noise in the antechamber. My charmer exclaimed, 

“ Mon Dieu, je suis 'perdue, cachez-vous.” I rushed behind 
a curtain. The door opened, and to my dismay I 
recognized the voice of the Due de Berri. He said, 
“So mademoiselle has an amant. ,} Clare tremblingly 
answered, “Non, Monseigneur, it was only mamma who 
I was giving a little supper to as you did not arrive." 
He asked, “What has become of her?" “She has gone. 
Monseigneur, as she was not properly dressed to receive 
your Highness." By bad luck I had left my hat on 
a chair. The Duke picked it up and said with a laugh, 
“So, madame, votre mere wears a man's hat, which 
she has forgotten." I felt it was time for me to discover 
myself, no matter what the consequences might be. I 
stepped out from behind the curtain, saying, “Mon¬ 
seigneur, it is my hat; I am mademoiselle's mother." 
He broke into fits of laughter, poor Clare into tears. He 
laughed so heartily that I could not help joining him; 
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>n became serious and in the kindest manner said, 
Q g man, you have acted in a most honourable 
* not to play eavesdropper. Tout est pardannt, 
3 sup together.” Clare rang and ordered another 
; to be laid, and we had a most cheerful supper, 
he rose to leave he begged me to accompany him, 
of course, I did. Going down the stairs he took 
the arm and said most kindly, “I am really the 
) blame; here we have met as Mr. Smith and 
ones,” adding, “in fact, you have unknowingly 
ne a great favour, as I was most anxious to get rid 
ie Clare; you have given me the opportunity. I 
»ur debtor, but do not forget I am Mr. Smith.” 
vays speaks English to me, even at Court, 
i not seen Clare again and do not intend doing 
met the Due yesterday. lie burst out laughing 
id, with a twinkle in his eye, “ Have you seen your 
Mr. Jones, lately? Mr. Smith, I hear, has gone 
o England.” 

’rince de Conde is very ill. His son, the Due 
irbon, it seems, leads the most extraordinary life- 
res for people of the lower classes, shows himself 
►lie with the commonest of drabs, hates royalty, 
unfit for decent society. 


to my delight, Lord Huntly (now Duke of Gordon) 
to-day. He is very old but looks wonderfully 
He said, “You look a man now; when I last saw 
)u were a child.” He is a very great favourite at 
Father went again to-day to see Madame de Stahl, 
me back very depressed, as he fears she will not 
ng. She was very excited, talking about Jacques 
from whom she is descended through the Gallatins. 
was certainly an extraordinary man. I never 
that any of our family benefited by his fortune, 
ad some day going to Bourgs to see his 
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hich they say is the finest Renaissance palace in exist- 
ice. If Jeanne d’Arc had not had those absurd visions 
e might be rich. Madame de Stael says that both she 
id father get their brains from Coeur; they certainly 
>t nothing else. Father does not inherit the latter’s 
ve of show. I really believe he would be perfectly 
ippy in one room with any amount of strong segars 
id a few clever men to discuss abstruse questions with, 
am glad to say he has a certain amount of pride, which 
akes him live in a proper style, which his present 
isition demands. 

JLY 

ather was sent for this morning as Madame de Stael 
worse. He is much distressed, as he has the most 
•ofound admiration for her. 

JLY 18 

[adame de Stael died yesterday. She is to be buried 
; Coppet; so, at least, is the present intention. We are 
iliged to leave for Brussels to-morrow, greatly to father’s 
gret, as he would have liked to have paid his last 
spects to her by going to Coppet for the funeral. He 
insiders her loss a public one, that she was a great 
iwer and that she had more influence on public opinion 
Lan any other person excepting the actual Ministers in 
fice. Her mind, instead of diminishing with years, 
iproved, and she became more and more brilliant. The 
uchesse de Broglie is inconsolable, 
saw Auguste de Stael this morning, 
rived yesterday in Brussels. Are not well lodged 
the Rue de la Loi. Father wishes to confer with 
aron Fagel. After a week of idleness the King has 
icided that the negotiations must be held at the Hague, 
fter all, we need not have come here until much later. 
T e are stopping here for several weeks before going to 
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he Hague. It is extremely dull; everybody out of 
own, houses shut up, very hot, and absolutely nothing 
or me to do. Father has given me permission to go to 
)stend for some bathing, which I certainly will take 
dvantage of. 


ULY 29: OSTEND 

ixrived here to-day, a lovely place in the Dunes. I am 
t a very comfortable hostelry, the Hotel d’Allemagne. 
'he bathing splendid. Full of all the bourgeoisie from 
Brussels, Ghent, Bruges, &c. &c. Very amusing watch- 
ig the pacquets coming from England. The people of 
be place rough Flemish—loud, coarse voices but good- 
atured and healthy. Fishing is the chief industry. 


UGUST 8 

went to Bruges yesterday and stopped the night—such 
n interesting place but falling into decay. Wonderful 
uildings and a beautiful cathedral with such a sweet 
hime of bells. I have made friends with a nice English- 
lan, a Mr. Marchmont, who went with me. It is sad 
> see a place once so opulent and of such importance 
ractieally finished. It has played in the past such an 
oportant part in history. Ostend interests me on 
xount of the siege. One of our ancestors was killed 
iere. In the “Etrennes de la Noblesse,’’ which is the 
eerage of France before the Revolution, volume 1778, 
the following anecdote historique: 


Fmnpow de , Gallatin fut Hesse mortelment au sibge 
Vattaque du chemin convert oil il avoit com- 
awe a plus grande valeur , a la tete des trois compagnies 
’ du Regiment de la Cour-au-Chantre , qu’il 

7^ V f ure rd ecrapus on lui coupa la cuisse 
amnt m mort ° n lui demanda »e* 

pour son fiU> encore ^ , Q ^ 

mm example,’ repondit il.” Y 
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Father has written to me to join him at the Hague on 
August 15, so I will stop here until then. I forgot to 
mention that when I was at Brussels I visited the plains 
of Waterloo. I shut my eyes and tried to picture the 
whole scene of the battle. I cannot but feel pity for 
the Emperor—to have risen to the great heights that he 
did and now a prisoner at such a horrible place as St. 
Helena. He was a very great man and he rose alone 
without any help. He, I am certain, had great magnetic 
force. I think his family were a great drag on him. His 
brothers, with one exception, were full of greed. 

My friend Marchmont has not turned out quite as 
nice as I thought he was. He asked me yesterday if I 
would lend him one hundred francs, saying he was 
expecting money from England. He did not turn up 
at dejeuner this morning, and when I asked for him mine 
host with surprise said, “Did not monsieur know that 
Monsieur Marchmont left by the packet this morning 
for England?” With this he handed me a letter— 
it was only a few lines—which showed me what a dupe 
I had been: “Young man, never lend money to a 
stranger in a foreign country,” signed “Marchmont.” 

I hope some day to meet my fine gentleman. 

AUGUST 15: THE HAGUE 

Arrived here last night, but father will not arrive until 
to-morrow. We are lodged in a very nice house which 
adjoins one occupied by Mr. Eustace.* We are to eat 
with him. Lucien is with me. If Brussels was dull, 
what is this place? It is absolutely dead. Very clean 
outwardly, but they tell me the people are dirty and that 
it is all outward show, that the interiors of the houses 
are very untidy—not a bath in any of the houses and 
no public baths like in Paris. 

* American minister at The Hague. 

Ill 
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[JGUST 20 

ery little work to do at present. I had to confess to 
ther how I had been duped at Ostend. He said he 
>ped it was a lesson to me, but at once handed me five 
poleons. 


JGUST 28: THE HAGUE 

charming surprise. A Baron Constant Rlbecque 
lose mother was born Gallatin, called to see father, 
ley have a beautiful place in the country. He invited 
to stop with him. Father cannot leave but accepted 
r me. I go there to-morrow. 


PTEMBER 2 

lame back from the Rebecque’s this morning. It is a 
T ely place. I was sorry it was not the tulip season as 
have many of them. We shot some hares and foxes; 
i latter, it seems, do a lot of damage. What would 
;y say to this in England, where a fox is sacred ? 
lust say the Dutch nobility are delightful, so simple and 
•dial. I felt at home at once. Madame de RSbecque 
s so pleased to see anybody of her name. She said 
’ather could not spare the time to go and see her she 
uld go to the Hague to see him. I find all what we 
1 ‘hot cakes” in America are of Dutch origin. We 
pe waffles” and “griddle cakes” every day for 
:akfast. Dutch girls are not pretty. They say they 
ke good wives. I am not surprised as they cannot 
^e any other temptations. Two, Mile von Briennen 
i Mile Bentinck, all round and fat. 


E HAGUE 

rd work now. It seems they laugh at the idea of an 
enmity, which annoys father very much. He feels 
mission is quite useless. We will soon go back to 
na * 1 am delighted, as it is not gay here. 
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he King’s livery. Huge cors de chasse, which they 
their heads through as one does through a life-pre- 
er; at every opportunity possible they blow blasts 
ihese latter. When a poor “piggy” was killed his 
g moments were cheered by a lively tune played on 
iast six of the horns; still it is an amusement for me. 
re were several ladies of Court in the Royal Costume at 
Jkasse, which really made a beautiful scene. I expected 
y moment to see the curtain come down as it does 
he play. I believe in the time of Louis XIV they 
wed the hunt in huge gilt and painted coaches. 

MEMBER 6 

stopped until the end of October at Fontainebleau 
are now again installed in the Rue de I University, 
s is very gay. I love the boulevards—so gay and 
ybody seems so cheerful. What a light-hearted 
)le the French are. I am glad to say mamma seems 
;tle happier. I am sure she will end by liking Paris. 

timber. 9 

have had a sheaf of dispatches from home, which 
ive to go through and copy. No wonder my hand¬ 
ing is becoming illegible, my fingers are so cramped. 
Caumont la Forces have a large supper to-night to 
-h we are bidden. It has been so dull and cold all 
> I think we are going to have a downfall of snow. 

MEMBER 10 

could hardly get home from the la Forces last night, 
tad rained a little and then came a frost making the 
ets like glass; in fact, they call it ver glas. The 
diman and footman had to get down and lead the 
ses. I did also, and could hardly keep my own footing, 
tunately, the horses had been roughed. We were 
:e two hours doing a journey which ordinarily takes 
than half an hour. Father has sent to Geneva for a 
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fine gold watch for me for my Christmas present. He 
certainly spoils me. 

I often wonder if anybody got hold of my diary after 
I am dead what an ass they would think me. I will leave 
strict instructions to burn it. Frances and I are both 
learning a new dance, the “Schottische.” It is very pretty 
and quite the fashionable rage. 

NOVEMBER 20 

I was presented to a Madame Chapelle last night at the 
opera. She is a daughter of the Regent Orleans and 
Madame de Genlis. She is not pretty but has great charm 
of manner—a grande dame. She has asked me to call 
on her. She receives on Friday evening. They say all 
Paris goes to her. Mamma allowed me to take Frances 
for a walk on the boulevard yesterday. She is so young 
it does not make any matter; were she eighteen it would 
be impossible. Fancy the customs of different countries. 
Here we are hemmed in by Etiquette. I have a bad 
toothache and am going to bed. 

NOVEMBER 21 

I waked this morning and my right cheek felt as if it 
were going to burst. I got up and looked in the mirror. 
Horrors, I did not recognize myself I I cannot see my 
right eye and my cheek is like an apple-dumpling. I am 
going to send for some leeches. I sent Lucien for my 
breakfast. Of course mamma thought I was ill and 
arrived with her medicine-chest. She said in any case 
a powder would do me good. I put my foot down firmly 
and said I would not take one. She left the room saying, 
“It is all biliousness." As if a swollen face was bile! 
She does annoy me. She even asked me what I had 
been eating. 

NOVEMBER 25 

My face quite normal again and I went out to-day. It 
was very cold, so I thought it best to go quietly and see 
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lie Laflage of the opera. She had a great wood-fire, 
d I showed her how to make toast as we do in America, 
iid not go home until she had to go to the opera. She 
in the ballet and did not have to leave until 8 
dock. I got home in time for supper, found the kitchen 
imney on fire, a great crowd, and a “file” passing 
ickets all the way from the Seine up one side and down 
e other. It was soon put out. Very little damage done 
it all the supper ruined. We had to make the best 
it, and ate cake and bread and milk. 

ECEMBER 1 

ready preparations are being made for Christmas. We 
going to have a Christmas party. I proposed bobbing 
r apples and snap-dragon. For once my family 
•proved of my idea. We are going to have a very 
•ung party for Frances. Mamma enjoys arranging 
is sort of thing. I am trying to think of something 
w to amuse them. I proposed kiss-in-the-ring and hunt- 
e-slipper. Mamma vetoed both as improper—so voila. 

ECEMBER 8 

ist night a splendid ball at Court. Mamma was very 
le: all Madame de Gallatin-Vaudenet's jewels—which 
ire all poor father inherited from her; in fact, he had 
iluntarily paid all her immense debts—also some fine 
ce. Mamma's train was purple velvet with white lace, 
tie diamonds are all mounted in Louis XV settings, 
ue huge aigrette with briolet diamonds in her turban, 
tiich was of gold tissue. On her forehead a ferronniere 
diamonds—beautiful brooches. Her dress was gold 
id purple striped tissue. The Landgrave of Hesse 
assel gave Madame Gallatin-Vaudenet most of the 
wels. 

he Duchesse d'Angouleme was regal in white with 
train entirely of ermine. She was absolutely covered 
ith jewels—pearls and diamonds. She is the most 
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royal-looking personage one can possibly imagine. It 
was dreadfully crowded. All was over at midnight. 

DECEMBER 12 

I have decided on my surprise for our Christmas party. 
I am having a huge imitation plum-pudding made of 
cardboard. It is large enough to hold a little girl of ten 
dressed as a fairy. She will distribute flowers and 

sweeties. Each package is to have a small flag on it; 
the flags are to be of all nations. 

DECEMBER 15 

Nothing but balls every night. I am quite worn out. 
Fortunately there is hardly any work to be done for 
father, or I would have to go to bed early. 

DECEMBER 24 

All is now ready for our Christmas party. The ball¬ 
room looks very nice, and I keep even the stable men 

frotteing to get the floor in fine condition. Supper 

is to be before we dance and play our jeux d’innocence. 
Frances is so excited, we will not let her see anything of 
our preparation. I tell her unless she keeps quiet she 
will have a red nose. 

DECEMBER 26 

Everything went off capitally. After supper, which 
was 8 o'clock, we started our game. Snap-dragon, a 
novelty, was a great success. We were allowed to play 
kiss-in-the-ring, suppressing the kiss; it was like 
“ Hamlet" minus the Prince of Denmark. Of course, it 
was mamma. My plum-pudding was even a surprise to 
mamma. At 11 o'clock I had a great bell rung. In 
marched four footmen carrying the pudding on high. 
I took a great knife as if to cut it, and, pulling a string 
at the same time, it fell open. The little fairy was so 
dainty. I had her taught some verses called “Noel," 
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which she declaimed as only a child can. After the 
little packages were distributed, we danced a contre- 
danse. The young girls were all so pretty I wanted to 
kiss them all. The poor little, child who was in the 
plum-pudding burst into tears and would not be com¬ 
forted. She wanted her mother, who is only a dresser 
at the opera, and who was to call for her at midnight, 
not being able to leave her work before then. Mamma 
took her on her lap and comforted her until she fell 
asleep from sheer exhaustion. When her mother did 
arrive, father, with his usual kindness, sent her home in 
a coach which he had ordered. All the young people 
loaded her with bon-bons, &c. I gave her a great big 
doll which I had bought for the purpose. She will be 
happy when she wakes to-morrow morning. 

JANUARY 1, 1818: NEW YEAR’S DAY 
After we had all drunk each other’s health in egg nog 
I went out to commence the New Year—I fear badly. 
I don’t think I’ll record in my diary where I went. 


JANUARY 

A delightful dinner and sauterie at the Pictet de 
Rochment’s. He is the Bavarian chargi d'affaires and 
a connexion of father’s. Mile Pictet, who brought 
father up in his early days, was his aunt. Pozzo di Borgo, 
Comte and Comtesse de Grotz (Hanover), Marquis and 
Marquise Alfieri (a descendant of the great Italian poet— 
he represents Sardinia here), Count and Countess Goltz 
(he represents Prussia), and the Chevalier Stuart, as 
they call him here, the English Ambassador—in fact, 
quite a diplomatic gathering. For the sauterie, Comte and 
Comtesse de Gallatin, who brought their two daughters, 
the Prince and Princesse Castelcicala (Deux Sickles), the 
Baillet-Latours, Comte and Comtesse Caumont la Force, 
the Galitzins. and many others. There was a pavane 
n« 
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dance by six young men and six ladies, a contre-danse 
and several “minuets,” then a “Roger de Coverley” 
proposed by the English Ambassadress; but few knew 
the dance, but on once seeing the four first couples they 
quickly acquired it and acquitted themselves very well 
amongst much laughter. When there is a gathering 
of young people of this kind it is much gayer. Even 
father, Pozzo di Borgo, and the Chevalier Stuart joined 
in the dance. I had for partner Katinka Galitzin. My 
newly acquired “pigeon’s wings” were much applauded. 
We supped at midnight. Mamma slept in the coach 
going home. 

JANUARY 6 

Splendid skating on the 'petit lac , which was reserved. 
I got home just in time to dress to go to a twelfth-night 
party at Comtesse de Gallatin’s. After cutting the 
gateau du roi, Puysegur drew the bean in his bit and 
Mile Caumont la Force found the other one. They 
were duly clothed in red velvet mantles trimmed with 
ermine, gold paper crowns on their heads, and they 
were the reigning king and queen for the evening. It 
was put to the vote for the Court places. I was voted 
to be the Court fool and wore a fool’s cap. As I con¬ 
sidered it an insult, I determined to fool to my heart’s 
content. After the king and queen had been escorted 
in state to their throne the revels commenced. Minuets, 
pavanes, mazurkas, were danced in rapid succession. 
Supper was announced at 11 o’clock. I slipped out 
unobserved, got hold of one of the footmen (whose palm 
I greased), and got him to get me a large foot-tub full 
of warm water; this I had placed facing the throne. 
I enlisted the aid of two of my cronies, placed a chair on 
either side of the tub, covering the whole with a quilt 
which I got my footman to procure for me. Seating my 
friends, one on one side and one on the other, I told 
them that sudden death would overtake them if they 
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ared to move. I returned to the supper-room looking 
srfectiy innocent. We then escorted the king and queen 
ack to their respective thrones. I craved their majesty's 
ermission to try a rebel for Use majeste. They at 
ice granted my fool’s request. I then told the trumpeter 
) sound three times, and the herald to call upon Monsieur 
'Osmond* to appear before their majesties to be tried 
ad sentenced. Osmond is full of his own importance, 
ie approached, and was told by me to seat himself 
etween the two guards. I had told them the moment 
e did so to at once rise; this they did, and plump went 
smond into the bath. It really succeeded better 
lan I had anticipated. He did not at first realize he 
as sitting in the water, but when he did he tried to 
at out of the tub, making an awful splashing; I never 
ard so much laughter. Poor Osmond stood dripping, 
sorry figure and raging; the more he raged, the more 
e all laughed. When early in the evening I was voted 
) be the fool, he had said in his horrid sarcastic way, 
That role exactly fits you.” I could not refrain from 
oing up to him and saying, “You now have a role that 
ts you like a bathing-dress.” You see, on the Jour 
s Rois nobody must lose their temper, so he had to 
in and bear it. He went in the kitchen to be dried 
ut did not appear again. My cousin, Count Gallatin, 
ried to look serious and, taking me by the ear, repri- 
landed me, saying, “That was quite sufficient to cause 
mr between France and America.” I answered, “For 
he evening I am a fool, and it was a fool’s prank.” 
myhow, no more was said about it, and I think all 
njoyed the joke. 

ANTJABY 9 

Ne had a very large supper-party last night, but extremely 
lull. It may have been very intellectual, it undoubtedly 

* Monsieur d J Osmond, son of the Marquis d’Osmond and brother 
>f the Comtesee de Boigne. 
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was, but my intellect was not sufficiently cultivated to 
appreciate it; but I saw how happy father was and that 
quite resigned me to my fate. Poor mamma did not 
understand a word of the general conversation, but kept 
nodding her head and smiling in the most intelligent 
manner until I feared the feathers would fall out of her 
turban. Monsieur de Lafayette gave a long harangue 
on the subject of liberty. I think father was a little 
uneasy, as it does not do for people to express their 
opinion too openly at an embassy. Pozzo only laughed 
at the whole thing. Our silver, which was the service 
of poor General Moreau, made a very fine show. Mamma 
has great taste—the flowers and fruit on the table were 
beautifully arranged. Madame Pecamier recited some 
poems in the most affected and stilted style. I really 
think she humbugs herself; she loves to hear the sound 
of her own voice. Count D’Orsay was the only amusing 
person. He made a violent speech on the political 
questions of the day, without head or tail, beginning or 
end; I rather loved him for it. After all the guests had 
retired I was off to a bal masque at the opera—had lots 
of adventures, made at least a dozen rendezvous, and 
by now have forgotten both places and names. Telle est 
la vie. 

FEBRUARY 3 

A great sensation has been produced by the appearance 
of a pamphlet printed in London and called “The 
Manuscript of St. Helena.” It is supposed to have been 
written by the Emperor himself. It is read in all the 
great salons, and many say they recognize the style of 
the Emperor. Monsieur Naville (father’s cousin) brought 
it to him yesterday from the author, who is Monsieur 
Lullin de Chateauvieux, also a cousin and a Genevan. 
We are all sworn to secrecy. This makes it most amusing 
for me, as I hear of nothing else in all the salons I frequent 
and often have a good laugh to myself. A most extraor- 



DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 

person who I must here give a place to is the 
>f Sweden, wife of Bernadotte. She was a Mile 
Desiree Clary.* Her sister Julie married Joseph 
te. They were the daughters of a tallow-chandler 
;illes. She has left Sweden as she says the climate 
agree with her. Her position here is a curious 
private note was sent to all the ambassadors 
listers of foreign Powers not to receive her as 
>f Sweden but simply as Madame Bernadotte. 
ot received officially at Court, but still the King 
her as Madame Bernadotte in private. I have 
in several different salons —a most common- 
person, with a loud voice and coarse manners, 
sed in clothes you expect to see a cook wear, 
a strong Marseilles accent. When I was pre- 
;o her she said in horrible French: “Comment, 
? Americain et vous n’etes pas noir. Ma sceur 
ete en Amerique” She would be better if she 
ick—she has some sort of eruption on her face 
3 not nice to look at. Another extraordinary 
s the Duchesse de Duras; she is quite as ugly 
ame Bernadotte. Since the death of Madame 
1 she seems to think the latter’s mantle has 
□. her shoulders. She apes her as much as she 
Instead of a small laurel-branch which Madame 
always carried in her hand and gesticulated with 
mentioned this before), she has long bits of paper 
be twirls about and tears to pieces; it’s most 
; to watch her. Her daughter, the Princesse 
nont, a widow, has lately married a Monsieur 
lejacquelin, much against her mother’s wishes, 
am drifting into a serious love affair. At several 
[ have met a handsome Spanish woman, wife of 

ue-D6sir6e Clary, wife of Jean Bernadotte, who was elected 
>yal of Sweden in 1810, succeeded the King Charles XII in 
ped as Charles XIV. He was never recognized by the King 
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a Secretary of Embassy; she is several years older than 
I am and does not live happily with her husband. She 
has asked me to meet her at out-of-the-way places; I 
have been weak enough to do so, but I must break it off. 
It would be a serious matter for me and for father’s 
position if there were any scandal, particularly in the 
diplomatic circle. 

Serious talk of the resignation of Monsieur de Richelieu; 
father seems worried. Monsieur Decazes is spoken of. 
The King has shown him great favour lately. This 
means that father will have to begin all over again. 
Nothing definite has been settled with Monsieur de 
Richelieu. Our Government is pressing and seems to 
think it is father’s fault. 

We are in a very unsettled state on account of the 
approaching change in the Government. So many 
different rumours. General Dessolles spoken of as the 
new leader. Father hardly thinks this possible, but 
believes Monsieur Decazes will certainly (if not actually 
in name) be the leader. Prince Talleyrand is now in 
Paris; he is such an intriguer, so absolutely false, that 
nobody trusts him. I heard a good story about him 
yesterday and his astuteness. When he was in power 
a gentleman, accompanied by a small suite, presented 
himself at his house as the Margrave of C-, a German 
princeling. His credentials were all in order, but Talley¬ 
rand suspected there was something wrong from the 
man’s demeanour. Nevertheless, he invited hirn to 
dinner—putting him, as his rank demanded, on his right 
hand at table. When dinner was at an end and olives 
were passed with the wine, the Margrave took a fork 
to eat his with. At once Talleyrand clapped his hands, 
a prearranged signal, saying in a loud voice, “Arrest 
this impostor. No gentleman eats olives with a fork. 
Several officers disguised as footmen rushed forward and 
seized him. His suite immediately rose and tried to 
escape from the room, but they were also arrested. 

lOQ 
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Calleyrand was quite right; he afterwards learned that 
he Margrave of C. had been waylaid on his way to 
Paris, stripped of his clothes, baggage and papers, and 
eft with his suite penniless. The fine gentleman and 
lis band took the Margrave’s coach and made use of the 
•elays, so arriving in Paris. The poor Margrave wandered 
ibout for some time, as nobody would believe his story 
md thought he was an impostor. Another story is not 
>ut of place here. One day Talleyrand, who is very mal¬ 
formed, pointing to a particularly tali and handsome 
footman, said to the lady next to him, “ That is the way 
we make them, and this is the way they make us.” 
Mamma is in despair, as father hates entertaining. 
He only cares to see his old friends—Lafayette, La Place, 
the Humboldts, Pozzo di Borgo, &c. They continually 
dine and sup with us. I have my own amusements, so 
it does not affect me. I am beginning to find out that 
all the Court and official functions are a great bore; they 
are all the same thing over and over again. The excep¬ 
tions are the entertainments at the Elysee and the Palais 
Royale. The Due and Duchesse de Berri are so gay and 
cheerful that they instil life into all. At the Palais 
Royale it is so informal; although very fine entertain¬ 
ments, one is not hedged in by that eternal etiquette as 
at the Tuilleries. The Duke and Duchess d’Angouleme 
are so formal and sad—Monsieur so repellent in his cold, 
stiff way, though they say he can be charming if he 
chooses. The poor old King is far more gracious; he 
really seems to enjoy father’s society, and certainly 
shows him great favour. He laughingly said to him the 
other day, “I wish you would give us French lessons 
and we will give you English ones.” Poor father’s 
French accent is so strong in English. I sincerely believe 
it is one of the reasons he is so disliked in America, and 
it is a great drawback in political life. He is certainly 
in his right place here, but I think he longs for a more 
active life. 
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JULY 

He has accepted a special mission to England; it is a 
very important one. The terms settled at the Treaty 
of Ghent expire in 1819, so all has to be reconsidered 
and settled afresh. He is the only person capable of 
carrying through these negotiations on account of his 
intimate knowledge of all details. Mr. Rush is our 
Minister in England. Father discovered him and had 
him put in his present position. He has most kindly 
extended his hospitality to us. Father has availed 
himself of his kind offer to stop at his house when in 
London. We expect to leave here in July. I fear 
London will be very dull after Paris, but I will have 
plenty of work to do. Father insists upon having a copy 
of every document and prefers me to make them. Albert 
dislikes Paris so much he is to go back to America this 
summer. He only cares about birds, animals, and so 
forth, and likes a wild solitary life. Frances promises 
to be pretty, and I hope she will grow up so and make 
a good marriage either here or in England. Her religion 
will be a great obstacle to her here, and if she changed it 
mamma would promptly give up the ghost. I am quite 
certain she will never be content to live in America, and 
I am sure I won’t. 

JULY M 

To-day we received the fair e-part of the Due de Guiche, 
the eldest son of the Due de Gramont, with Mile D’Orsay, 
the daughter of the Count and Countess D’Orsay. Made¬ 
moiselle is quite lovely and de Guiche is very handsome; 
they will make a brave couple. I have seen a great deal 
of de Guiche but not dans le grand monde. I suppose 
now he will settle down and we will see him no more. 
The contract of the marriage was on the 10th. Very 
beautifully done. Masses of flowers everywhere—from 
the chandelier great wreaths of roses; the wall lights 
were connected by huge garlands of pink roses. Count 
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TOrsay is famous for his taste. The wedding was in the 
5ainte-Chapelle by special permission of the King. The 
)uc and Duchesse de Berri were present and signed the 
egister. The corbeille de marriage was superb; there 
pere over five hundred presents. I think there is what 
nay be called hot blood in the de Gramont family. 
Dhere was a Comte de Guiche in the seventeenth century 
dio was a lover of Queen Henrietta Maria, wife of 
Charles I. He was exiled, and on his return compro- 
nised himself with Mile de la Valliere, the King’s mistress; 
vas exiled a second time. Not bad. The sister of the 
jresent Due de Grammont married Lord Tankerville. She 
vas quite lovely. 


AUGUST: LONDON 

Mter all, we did not leave Paris until August 10 and 
irrived in London on the 16th. Mr. Rush is most kind; 
le has placed the whole second floor of his house at our 
lisposal. Of course London is quite empty and dull. 
[ have plenty of work to do. Father has had several 
nterviews with Lord Castlereagh, who is most concilia¬ 
tory, but Mr. Frederic Robinson (now President of the 
Board of Trade) and Mr. Goulburn are the principal 
Commissioners. The former, as always, is delightful, 
md father likes dealing with him. The questions to be 
settled are the Fisheries, the Boundary Question, the 
West India Trade, and the Captured Slaves. Mr. Robin¬ 
son begs father to put in writing exactly what his demands 
are and his reasons for making them; he thinks this will 
xpedite matters. There are daily conferences, and 
from what I can understand an agreement satisfactory 
to all parties will soon be come to. Lord Castlereagh 
is very advanced in his ideas and has no insular prejudices. 
Mr. Robinson the same. Mr. Goulburn is not quite 
as enlightened as they are, but all is very amicable and 
pleasant. 
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SEPTEMBER 10 

I had found it so dull, and not feeling very well, father 
insisted upon sending me to Brighton for two weeks. 
I arrived yesterday, and at once went to the Pavilion 
and paid my respects to the Prince Regent. These 
were father’s orders. He is here with some of his dandies 
and his last reigning favourite. I am very comfortably 
lodged not far from the sea, in James Street. The Pavilion 
is a most extraordinary place—Moorish, I think, in 
architecture; all sorts of domes and minarets. There 
is a huge riding-school where the Regent takes exercise 
in bad weather. They say the cost of the building was 
something enormous. I only went into the first hall 
and wrote my name. The decorations are Oriental and 
dazzling, but, although I am informed to the contrary, 

I should not think the remainder of the decorations are 
in good taste. 

SEPTEMBER 12 

Such perfect weather, I feel much better already; the 
heat in London was very great. I had so much writing 
to do that now I want simply to rest. I was out all the 
morning lying on the shingle basking in the sun. Returned 
at 2 o’clock to my dinner. The air here gives me a 
fine appetite, otherwise I should not be able to eat the 
food they give me; it’s like all English food, heavy and 
greasy. When will they learn what cooking is? In 
any small inn in France they give you an appetizing meal, 
well seasoned and well served. For instance, for dinner 
to-day I had salt boiled beef with carrots and dumplings; 
the beef was hard, the carrots were harder, and the 
dumplings I could have thrown against the door without 
breaking them; but still I was hungry and managed to 
make a good dinner. This afternoon, when I went for 
a walk I met the Prince Regent driving in a most 
gorgeous chariot; it seemed to me every colour of the 
rainbow. He was accompanied by a lady, but I do not 
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tow who she was—in fact, I don’t know anybody in 
lgland. Several gentlemen accompanied him on horse- 
ck. The Prince looked very red as if he had been 
inking; they were all very noisy. Mr. Brummell was 
great friend of the Prince’s; he was called the “ mirror 
fashion,” and although of very humble birth, he 
maged to work his way to the higher society, and all 
rough his wit and his manner of dressing. He was for 
long time the arbiter of fashion. They tell me he 
ten used to destroy a dozen white neckcloths before he 
;d them to suit him. The Regent used to imitate him 
ugh he was most insolent; he was known as “Beau 
:ummell.” 

1PTEMBER 15 

>or Lucien has afforded me great amusement ever 
ce he left Paris. I asked him if he was a good sailor. 
Mais oui, Excellence .” Now he had never even seen 
e sea, but I said nothing and awaited events. Full of 
tick, he marched on board the packet at Boulogne. We 
lie barely under way when I lost sight of him. On 
ival at Dover no Lucien could be found. At last, 
ter a search in the forecastle in one of the sailor’s bunks, 
ere was a helpless and limp mass. He was carried on 
ick, and after having brandy poured down his throat 
:gan to revive. His first words were: “Est-que je 
is mort f ” But with the wonderful elasticity of the 
•ench nature, before we got to Sevenoaks he was cheer¬ 
ily chatting with father’s man in the rumble. London 
tonished him; he could not understand the dirty 
reets or the grimy houses. He was comically miserable 
-so homesick that at one time father contemplated 
ding him home, but he would not consent to this, 
ying, “What would monsieur do without him?” He 
rtainly is devoted to me. Here at Brighton he is much 
ippier. He is a very good-looking lad. Yesterday I 
itually saw him walking arm-in-arm with a very pretty 
128 
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girl. As he cannot speak two words of English, I cannot 
understand how he managed it. Oh, but the language 
of love is not difficult, and I fear he has taken a leaf out 
of his master’s book. 

t 

SEPTEMBER 17 

I had a little adventure yesterday which I hope will turn 
out well. Nobody knows me here, so I really don’t 
care what I do. I noticed the day after I arrived a very 
pretty woman. There is a certain look that one gives to a 
pretty woman and which I have always found a woman 
understands. The second time I found her walking 
alone she dropped her eyelids, but not till after she had 
had a good look at me. After passing her I turned and 
followed her, dropping my pocket-handkerchief (I always 
carry a lady’s handkerchief with me as I have found it 
such a help in making acquaintances). I ran after her 
saying, “ Madame, I think this must be yours?” She 
looked at it and said, “ Oh, how stupid of me,” and with a 
pretty curtsy she quietly put it in her reticule; then she 
said, “I see you are a stranger here.” Of course I poured 
out all my woes, telling her I did not know a soul in the 
place. She took compassion on me and has promised 
to meet me to take a little walk to-morrow evening. 

SEPTEMBER 19 

M!y inamorata is charming, she is married to an old man 
who is in the city in business—she is down here with a 
younger sister, to recoup the latter’s health. She has 
promised to meet me to-morrow and to take me home to 
supper—her sister goes to bed at 7 o’clock. 

SEPTEMBER 20 

The worst possible luck—this morning I received a com¬ 
mand from the Prince Regent to attend a concert at the 
Pavilion to-night—what am I to do? I do not know 
my fair lady’s name or where she is lodged. She will never 
129 
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ive me—I cannot tell her the real reason of my not 
g able to keep the rendezvous. She thinks I am 
>ly a young American travelling for my health. 

rEMBER n 

lost gorgeous entertainment at the Pavilion; as I 
ed rows of lacqueys in Royal liveries and floured 
Is lined the hall. A most magnificent and impor- 
person asked my name with a profound bow— 
lotioned to two lacqueys who threw open the doors and 
is ushered into a gorgeous saloon. A gentleman ad- 
3ed and said his Royal Highness would receive 
in a few minutes, which he did. I was escorted to a 
Her saloon, at the far end of which the Prince was 
reclining on a divan. He was most gracious and 
tired kindly about father—he also asked me 
e questions about the Royal Family in Paris, par- 
larly about the Due de Berri. While he was talking 
ne the doors were thrown open and several ladies 
gentlemen came in; the Regent rose and with the aid 
vo sticks and followed by the Court, in which I joined, 
seeded to the Concert Saloon. He was seated in the 
;re in a large gilt arm-chair with a lady either side of 
—I was in the second row. I do not know who the 
gentlemen were who were on either side of me, 
one knew my name and both of them seeing I was 
ng and feeling a little bashful and a little embarrassed 
Le themselves most agreeable to me and soon put me 
ny ease. What astonished me very much was when 
one of the performers, either male or female, did not 
se the Prince he expressed his displeasure in a loud 
:e, much to their mortification—and he is called “ The 
t Gentleman in Europe.” When the concert was 
r, bowing to us all he retired, with several ladies and 
tlemen. We were then conducted to the dining-hall, 
ch is very fine. A very lavish buffet supper was 
r ed, a fine display of gold plate—some of the gentle- 
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men were half drunk while they were at the concert 
and when I left after midnight several of them were 
helplessly so, a disgusting sight and one that is never seen 
in France, even in Bohemian society. Some of the 
decorations of the Pavilion are very fine; the chandeliers 
are huge dragons painted in colours and gilded. What 
I liked the best were some beautiful wall-hangings of 
Chinese paper—I have never seen any before like them— 
but the whole effect of the furniture is vulgar, at least to 
my eyes, which are so accustomed to the refined taste 
of the French. Oddly endugh I did not see a picture 
of any kind or description. 

SEPTEMBER 22 

I have been walking about all day and cannot find a 
trace of my belle dame. I sincerely regret it as I am 
leaving now in a few days and fear I will never see her 
again. I went to write my name at the Pavilion. Just as I 
was leaving the Prince’s curricle drove up; of course I had 
to wait at the door for him to pass—he passed me without 
a sign of recognition—he was very red in the face, and, 
may I only breathe it—I fear he was drunk. They told 
me he had just come from a cock-fight. 

SEPTEMBER 23 

Not a sign of my fair lady—I so deeply regret it, and of 
course as I cannot find her, I want to see her all the more. 
I am leaving the day after to-morrow. Lucien did not 
come home last night, so my landlady informed me; I 
must talk to him. 

SEPTEMBER 24 

Still no sign. It is odd as Brighton is not a large place—it 
does seem odd. I fancied I knew the direction she lived 
in and have been haunting that quarter all the morning. 
We are off to-morrow, in one of the fast coaches—I will 
enjoy the drive. I am certainly feeling much better. 

131 
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LBER 26: LONDON 

[ a splendid journey up, racing another coach the 
^ay. I am glad to say we arrived first, the other 
ad an accident. It’s wonderful the rapidity with 
hey change the horses. We came by Cuckfield, 
r English village and the Weald of Sussex—lovely 
I thoroughly enjoyed it. Lucien followed with 
ggage—these fast coaches do not take any. I 
ather as usual, calm and unruffled—he was very 
to see me looking so well. Mr. Rush had a dinner- 
but excused me from appearing as I was fatigued. 

MBER 28 

I was taken to White’s Club and Brook’s—I 
ver been into a club before; they say very high 
lg takes place at night—as I have never touched 
in my life it does not interest me. Father has a 
of gambling and gamblers. I have been putting 
japers in order this evening. London is abso- 
impty. Everybody is in the country shooting. 

MBER 29 

to-day to Chelsea Marshes with Mr. Compton; 
h took guns but there was nothing to shoot—he 
le there was very good snipe-shooting later on. 
rrow I am going to the Tower of London. We will 
ng back to Paris very shortly—another dinner 
d—all men much older than myself. When the 
ms put on the table I begged to be excused and 
o bed. 

SEE 1 

Charlotte it is rumoured is very ill—she is suffering 
ropsy; it seems she has a violent temper and when 
3 an outburst it brings on spasms which they fear 
ause her death at any moment. The Duchess of 
idge is devoted to her and hardly ever leaves her. 
132 
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ry sad with her poor mad husband. She goes to see 
ery day but he never recognizes her—he always 
he is holding a Court and talks incessantly to 
iry people whom he thinks surround him; what 
I death! One of the first signs of his coming 
is was one day a large pasty of blackbirds was 
Royal table, covered with a thick crust. When 
cut he remarked: “How very extraordinary; 
i earth did those blackbirds get in that dish?” 
ild not allow it to be served and had some clever 
pher sent for to go into the matter. 

ER 2 

ied with Lord Castlereagh last night, only men 
everything fine—we were over three hours at 
he conversation was far above me, although I take 
interest in politics. Father thinks this all does 
1 and no doubt he is right. We leave on the 10th. 
:ly don’t like England or English customs and 
■s. 

nany meetings and it seems to me endless dis- 
the result is as follows:—The articles on impress- 
nd maritime rights are thrown out, a ten years’ 
ent to cover the Fisheries question, the boundary 
i the Lake and the Rocky Mountains, also the 
ie of the Columbia River; indemnity for the slave 
and the renewal of the commercial treaty of 1815. 
d has been most generous in every way and 
has done his best to conciliate all—Lord Castle- 
has worked in perfect accord with him. The 
ion of the Mississippi is settled for ever. With 
to the West India trade, Mr. Robinson made 
‘ons and father met him half-way. On the minor 
ns in dispute little was settled—Lord Castlereagh 
said, “Time will do much more than we can”; 
ather absolutely agrees. Since the Treaty of Ghent 
ks the American people are a little swelled with 
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pride, which he thinks in time will wear away. We return 
to Paris very shortly. I shall not be sorry, as it Las been 
desperately dull and very hard work. 

OCTOBER 10: DOVER 

We left London, I without regret, this morning; we 
hope to cross to-morrow but it is blowing great guns and 
the packet did not leave to-day; the French one did as 
there is a good harbour here. At Boulogne it Is some¬ 
times impossible to land. I feel sorry for poor Lucien, 
he is pea-green in anticipation—I cannot boast much 
myself, but I am getting used to it. 

OCTOBER 11 

Still here on account of stress of weather. It does not 
affect us as we are not in a hurry, as there is notLing for 
us to do in Paris at present. I visited the Dover Castle— 
it is on a very high down above the town. It was very 
interesting—I could hardly keep my feet the wind was 
so violent. 

OCTOBER 12 

We embarked this morning, the wind has moderated 
considerably and the Channel looks quite calm, the sun 
is shining and we can see Cape Gris Nez distinctly— 
Lucien is quite cheerful. 

OCTOBER 14 

We sleep at Amiens to-night. 

OCTOBER 18, 1818: PARIS 

We returned here on the 16th. Mother is still in the 
country but returns shortly. 

OCTOBER 19 

Mamma and Frances returned to-day both looking so 
well. I have for the last few days been visiting all my 
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old haunts to see if they were still there. We will soon 
have to return to fashionable life. The Court has 
returned, and Paris looks very gay. 

OCTOBER 22 

I even love the smell of Paris. I love the smell of the 
fruit and vegetables which the market-women hawk about 
the streets in their push-carts. I love the cry “Oh, les 
belles fraises. Oh! les raisins, dix sous la lime,” and 
later, “ Oh! la valence, la belle valence.” Dear Albertine 
de Broglie came to see mamma to-day; they have 
bought a beautiful hotel, quite close to us. They have 
a fine boy; she wants us to dine quite en jamille on 
Sunday—that is mamma, father, Frances and myself. 
Mamma could not refuse her, but it is the first time she 
has dined out on Sunday since we came to Paris. 

OCTOBER 25 

We had such a pleasant dinner at the de Broglie’s. Their 
hotel is really beautiful. He had superb pictures and 
furniture, silver, &c.; her mother left her all she possibly 
could, so it all makes a fine show. The precious baby 
was brought down before dinner. Of course mamma 
and Frances made a great fuss over it. I am not an 
expert in babies, they always look so crumpled and red 
to me and I never know how to pick them up. We saw a 
fine portrait of de Broglie’s father who was guillotined 
in the Revolution. She showed it to us. It is covered 
with a black curtain which she drew aside when he was 
out of the room, as he cannot bear to look at it. This is 
the reason I suppose he is so serious. 

OCTOBER 29 

I am really beginning to vegetate. I will get prematurely 
old, if I go on at this rate. I am going to-night with 
PuysSgur to a ball given by a lady of the “ other world.” 
The Due de Berri protects her and will be there. I have 
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just come in from a turn in tlie Bois de Boulogne where 
I met many friends whom I had not seen since I had re¬ 
turned from England. The men all wanted to know 
about the English fashions as everything is a VAnglaise 
now in France. Certainly Englishmen are better dressed 
than Frenchmen. I met Count D’Orsay; he is certainly a 
fine figure of a man and carries himself so well. His hand¬ 
some face is rather spoilt by his teeth, which although 
very white are very much separated, which gives his 
mouth an animal look when he smiles. 

NOVEMBER 

Very cold and in the mornings we have a thick white fog. 
I am fully lance dans le monde again, dancing every 
night. The ball at the Due de Bern's friend was very 
enjoyable, but oddly enough up to a certain point the 
behaviour was even more dignified than dans le vrai 
monde. It was not until after supper and the Due 
had retired that things became rather mixed. I know 
about 3 a.m. I was sitting on the lap of a lady, who dis¬ 
played ample charms, and she was calling me her “ Bebe , 
petit choux ” &c. I did not stop there long—I prefer 
lamb to mutton. 

NOVEMBER 1818 

Christmas will soon be here. For the first time we are 
to dine out at the de Broglie's. She made such a 
point of it. We are going to have a New Year’s Eve 
party. 


Of course, I am in another scrape—the same old story. 
At Madame Recamier's. She is short, has the most 
beautiful auburn hair, is an Austrian by birth, married 
to a Frenchman. She swears eternal devotion—I do the 
same but do not mean it in the least. It is, I hope, only 
a passing fancy. Her husband neglects her, so she says 
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—but will meet him to-morrow as she has bidden me to 
a large dinner-party. We went last night to the opera. 
Mamma took Frances for the first time. She was 
delighted, it was a pleasure to see her so happy. 

NOVEMBER 16 

Some most important dispatches have arrived from 
America which will keep me busy for a long time. Father 
frets a little that he has not more important work to do. 
He is writing on finance, which keeps him very busy. 

We have a dinner to-night, all Americans. Mamma 
is so pleased as she then can join in the general conversa¬ 
tion. It must be very hard for her when only French is 
spoken. 

DECEMBER 1818 

There is no doubt that the Due de Richelieu will resign. 
He has been attacked in the most unseemly manner by 
the party headed by Monsieur Decazes. The New Cabinet 
has been formed led by Decazes. 

Mamma came back for Christmas from Fontainebleau; 
we were very quiet as one of her sisters has died in America 
—which had placed us in mourning. 

I am sorry to say I cannot get rid of Madame S. She 
will not leave me alone. Something must be done to 
bring about a rupture. The New Year may bring me 
some luck. 

JANUARY 3, 1819 

As everybody does, I have made all sorts of good 
resolutions for 1819. I do not suppose I’ll keep one of 
them. The new Government seems very obstinate, re the 
Indemnity claims—always some excuses, something crop¬ 
ping up to delay the settlement. Poor Monsieur de Riche¬ 
lieu, the most simple of men, has inspired Madame Berna- 
dotte (the Queen of Sweden) with a violent passion; she 
follows him like a dog, her carriage waits outside his door 
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3 , her coachman whips up his horses and follows, 
me de Duras also causes much amusement, she 
t conceal her jealousy of Madame Recamier, vho 
olen M. de Chateaubriand from her. Really these 
dies and their love affairs are too funny I 

VRY 10 

is much scandal about the treatment the Duke of 
lgton has received at the hands of the Royal Family - 
der he has stood it so long. Monsieur has at times 
most insolent. Father has decided to go to Geneva 
tree months. He has taken a house called “Bo- 
1 at Pregny. There is really nothing to keep us in 

Mr. Sheldon and the staff are quite sufficient: - 
save on June 1—Madame S. threatens to follow 
ere; if so, I will drown myself in the lake. Madame 
>arte is in Geneva. I think I will ask her advice 
am to get rid of this woman—I must do something*. 
Chamber voted yesterday the grant of an income 
300 francs a year to the Due de Richelieu—this has 
great satisfaction in all quarters; he is not a rich 
,nd has proved his devotion to his country. Father 
to congratulate him, I accompanied him. He was 
pleased, kissing father on both cheeks. They are 
at sympathy, as both are men of the same calibre : 

!, honest, without fear of expressing their opinion, 
ulding it, if they think they are right. Since X 
been so continually with father, seeing how he 
s people to him—those whose friendship is worth. 
l —I believe in magnetic influence, which he strongly 
Vhen he shakes your hand you feel a thrill go through. 
When he looks into your eyes, he seems to absorb 
soul. The Duke lives in such a simple manner, 
two footmen in the ante-chamber. The Cabinet 
ivail he received us in was without a carpet, the 
st of chairs and a very long table covered with black: 

A carafe and a carafon of eau des fleurs d’oranges. 
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Tic never touches wine of any description. He engaged 
father to dine with him sans fagon on February 3, 
to meet some of his (the Duke’s) enemies. He said they 
were quite tame. 

FEBRUARY 4 

We dined yesterday with the Due de Richelieu—that is 
father and myself. It was a curious company composed 
of most of his political opponents; as he had said they 
certainly were tame, much too tame for me—I was bored 
and glad to escape. First for a short time to the opera, 
nothing interesting there. I remembered it was Madame 
R6camicr’s reception evening, so hied myself there. Her 
salon is very beautiful, very classic, but not quite the 
place for me. If I were twenty years older I might take 
a mild dose of that sort of entertainment. I flew when I 
saw the majestic form of Madame de Boigne approaching— 
hid behind a portidre to escape Madame de Duras and fell 
into the arms of Madame S. Of course then I knew 
what was in store for me. Bitter reproaches, why had 
I neglected her who had given her soul for me: I didn’t 
want her soul. Well, it ended as it always does; she 
arranged her coach to stop at the corner of the Rue 
Bonaparte, which it did, I got in and accompanied her 
home. Bonsoir, 

FEBRUARY 0 

Father had a fainting seizure this morning which alarmed 
us all very much, as that sort of thing is so unusual with 
him—he enjoys such wonderful health. Mamma would 
burn feathers; Berthal wanted to drop a key down his 
back; this last proposition cured him I think, anyhow 
he sent everybody out of the room except mamma. I 
went for the leech and he was bled. 

FEBRUARY 8 

I am glad to say that father has entirely recovered from 
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md of segars he has smoked lately; he is going to change 
im. He was in one of his happiest moods at dejeuner 
day. He said that if anything was calculated to 
ng a person round who had fainted it was Madame 
rthal. Poor woman, she is not beautiful; she is very 
1 and angular, has a distinct moustache, a very long and 
positive nose, a huge mole on her chin which is full of 
ir—which I am certain she puts in curl-papers at night 
but a wisp of hair on either side of her head; this is sur- 
rnnted by a monumental cap; having nothing to fasten 
to she balances it as a mountebank does a ball on his 
ad at a fair. I always have my hands ready to catch 
Still I do not think we could dispense with her services 
she is invaluable. Lucien told me in confidence that she 
st her eagle eye on him, but as he did not reciprocate 
e transferred her affection to Albert’s black Peter. 
:hink this must be true as I certainly did hear a flutter 
d a squeak in the corridor one day. Berthal disappeared 
wn one staircase and Peter down the other. Mamma 
inks her a citadel of virtue, so I have not undeceived 
r. How fortunate we all can find some one to love or 
love us. What would life be without it ? 

5BRUARY 10 

lere is a great scandal about the Orleans family and 
eir relationship with the Court. The King snubs the 
uke publicly on every occasion possible. At some Court 
nctions lately he has really refused him his proper 
;hts as a Bourbon prince. The Duchesse de Berri was 
ceinte but it came to nothing. After the Due de 
srri, Orleans is the heir. I can quite understand the 
uchesse d’Angouleme’s dislike for the son of a man who 
)ted for her parents’ death. Twice lately the Due de 
erri has invited me to supper. Not at the Elysees— 
s dames and most cheery they have been. The truth 
the Court is as dull as can be. Since the death of 
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his father, the Prince de Conde, the Due de Bourbon* 
has come to live in Paris. He retains his old name as he 
says he cannot live up to that of Cond6. His whole life 
is a scandal, worse here than in London. 

FEBRUARY 12 

I have neglected to write for two days. It is really so 
difficult to find time. I make up my mind to write every 
night before going to bed, but as lately I have not been 
home until 3 or 4 a.m., it is the next day. This is a 
problem that my brain is too addled to probe. There was 
a grand defile at Court on Sunday; always the same 
thing—very magnificent no doubt to anybody who has 
never seen it, but as we have to stand for such a long time 
it is most fatiguing. I don’t see how father bears it. 
Mamma escapes it as she has been excused from attending 
any Court function on account of her religious principles. 
Monday the Carnival commenced; a lot of us made 
egregious apes of ourselves, but it amused us. We had 
pierrot costumes and each one a musical instrument. 
We supped with some of our operatic friends at the Mai- 
son Doree; we did everything that was foolish. PuysSgur 
had much too much to drink and would pour all the coffee 
into the piano. We heated francs and sous in the fire 
and threw them out of the window and watched the poor 
devils scramble for them, only to burn their fingers. 
It may have been funny for us, but it was not for them— 
on calm reflection I think it was very cruel. Tuesday 
a small ball at the Palais Royal, which was very amusing. 
A great many English were present, one very handsome 
woman, Lady Westmoreland.f Her husband is in the 
Diplomatic Service. She is a very great friend of the 
Duke of Wellington’s, also of Pozzo di Borgo. As there 

* Louis Jean Joseph de Bourbon-Cond6, son of the Prince de Cond6. 

t Priscilla Ann Willesley Pole, born 1793, Countess of Westmoreland, 
an intimate friend of the Duke of Wellington and Pozzo di Borgo, the 
Russian Ambassador. 
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rang people at the ElysSe, Frances was allowed to go. 
mjoyed it immensely. She is so fresh and pretty, 
lovely neck and shoulders. I was very proud of 
Mamma has great taste and dresses her to perfec- 
but with great simplicity. My diary is really very 
ms. I must try to record more interesting matter. 

UAKY 14 

■e now having difficulties with the Spanish-American 
ies which are in revolt. Father thinks it of the 
jst importance that no European Power should 
ere in the quarrel. He feels he must be continually 
e alert and keep himself informed on all matters 
rning the subject. He also feels it of great im- 
ice that the United States should recognize the 
American Republics. On this subject he has 
private note to all the European Powers to prepare 
for the action to be taken by his Government so 
; will not come as a surprise to them. The Congress 
c la Chapelle is now sitting. Its policy with regard 
i United States is very favourable. Spain finds 
f isolated by the Powers and is treating with father, 
least through him for the sale of Florida. I have 
e up all gaieties at present as it is a serious matter, 

11 private notes are drafted by me before being 
ched to the Secretary of State. Spain has refused 
tfy the treaty. 

JARY 15 

has been a new revolution in Spain and a complete 
3 m the Government. They have ratified the 
, much to father's satisfaction. He said to me 
that he felt more contented in doing something 
of importance, as for some time he had been idling 
Coin P llcaticms ta ve also arisen with regard 
Ireaty of Commerce with France which has lain 
Bt for some time. Father has now taken up the 
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FEBRUARY 16 

As I am now pretty free from work, I have again started 
my me de polichinelle , as mamma insists on calling 
it. Father always smiles when she says this as her 
pronunciation of the words is so funny. 

FEBRUARY 17 

The last days of the Carnival—a bal-masquS at the 
opera to-night. 

FEBRUARY 19 

I have really been too tired even to open my diary. 
I make such good resolutions, but once I get in the swim 
with my friends, off I go, like a champagne cork. I 
love amusing myself. I know very shortly I will have 
to settle down to some steady work. To-night we have ar¬ 
ranged a very original car for the Carnival. We, the men 
of course, are carefully disguised, for it would never do 
for us to be recognized, particularly in the company 
we so much prefer. I am to be an apple, P. a pear. 
It. a peach, D. a carrot, G. a bunch of grapes, L. a fig. 
The ladies are each a different flower and the car is in the 
shape of a large gilt basket with a high handle hung 
with paper lanterns all in the shapes of fruits and flowers. 
We hope it will be a success. 

FEBRUARY 21 

Indeed we did have a success; we were cheered the whole 
length of the boulevards, but one unfortunate incident. 
C 61 estine of the honourable corps de ballet in her eager¬ 
ness fell out of the basket; fortunately she fell on a fat 
woman or she might have been seriously injured. But 
I hold my breath when I recall the scene: she was dressed 
143 
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as a poppy, but I suppose by sheer forgetfulness she had 
forgotten to put on anything but the dress; or she may 
have wished it to be very realistic, and as poppies do not 
wear underclothes, she did not. The fat woman was so 
incensed that seizing her opportunity as Celestine was 
completely turned up, began to belabour her with her 
reticule on that portion of the body on which generally 
we receive punishment in our early childhood. We 
dragged poor C. more dead than alive back into the car. 
The reticule was of sharp steel beads. Celestine stood 
up for the remainder of the evening. The usual supper, 
&c. &c. 


FEBRUARY 23 

Ball at the Elysee last night—very brilliant as usual. 
The beautiful Lady Westmoreland came escorted by 
Pozzo di Borgo; she was much admired. The Duchesse 
de Berri was full of animation; she has an unfortunate 
way of moving, which is totally devoid of elegance or 
grace. She is more like a child. She will suddenly run 
up to the Duke and hang on his arm, no matter whom he 
may be in conversation with. The Orleans family is 
in full force, but oddly enough no other members of the 
Royal Family. I think it really made it more informal 
and far more enjoyable. I begged hard for mamma to 
allow Frances to go. I even enlisted father, but he said 
he left such matters to mamma, that they were far too 
grave for him to decide. I know all the same he would have 
wished Frances to enjoy herself. She is really too young. 

MARCH 

Now that Lent is here there will be more rest for me and 
I intend doing some serious reading. I have asked father 
to make a list of books that he thinks will be of benefit 
to me. He had a long letter from Madame Patterson 
Bonaparte to-day. She is in Rome, is evidently very well 
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By Gilbert Stdart 
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received, particularly by all the members of the Bona¬ 
parte family. In most of her letters is asking his advice 
about investments for her savings. Her one god seems 
to be money. Father has the highest opinion of her 
intelligence—particularly on financial matters—she is so 
shrewd. He often has said had she met the Emperor 
Napoleon, and had joined forces with him, the fate of 
Europe might be quite different from what it is to-day. 
Mamma does not like her, but like the sensible woman 
she is, never commits herself; in fact she always refrains 
from expressing any opinion that may annoy father. 
They really are a model husband and wife. I do not 
see such another happy and contented couple anywhere. 
Among our relatives in Geneva I find them, but their lives 
are so simple, they are so unworldly, living only for 
their families. I suppose it is rather a selfish one, but 
still it has always struck me that it is the right life to 
lead. Moralizing now. Well it is Lent. What could I 
do better ? 

MARCH 1819 

So little of interest to record. I have been trying to do 
my duty, and have been taking Frances to see all the 
fine churches, to the Luxembourg and various places 
of interest. I think it as well she should have something 
to talk about when she comes out in the world next 
year. Mamma has no idea of keeping her always at her 
side and not allowing her to talk to young men. It is 
really quite absurd the way French girls are brought up. 
How can they learn anything about the man they are 
to marry if they are never allowed even to see them 
without a duenna is present. Madame de Stael was so 
sensible on this matter. She allowed Albertine at Coppet 
to go for long walks with de Broglie, so that they would 
know each other before marriage. It certainly in this case 
is a success as I have never seen a happier couple in my 
life; they are a model to all young married people. 
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RIL 

ch lovely weather. The trees are all breaking into 
f, all is so fresh. Really I think the spring is the best 
,son. It has the same bloom of freshness like a young 
Id. I must really marry. I am sick of the thraldom 
adame S. I have begun to dislike her. Of course, I 
me myself, but still she was older than me. I am 
ite sick of this liaison. I have tried to break it on 
r eral occasions but she makes such scenes, and as I 
l rather weak where women are concerned I always 
r e in. 

RIL 8 

tere is much entertaining at present, but I am keeping 
ry quiet. I really have not felt at all well for some 
ae. My teeth have been giving me a great deal of 
•uble. The dentist says it is from the fever I had in 
issia and the intense cold there. I will be glad when 
; get to the quiet of Geneva; I love going on the lake, 
■ther has a horror of my sailing. Two of his cousins 
the twenty-first birthday of the eldest went for a sail in 
lew boat that had been given to the latter for his birth- 
y. Their house is actually on the lake on the way by the 
vet road to Pregny. The wind is very treacherous on the 
m on account of the surrounding mountains. The boat 
psized in full view of both their father and mother and 
th of the lads were drowned before help could be 
tained to rescue them. By their death, father was 
t the last male of the Gallatin family. 

>RIL 20 

was told such an interesting story to-day about Robert 
llton.* It seems during the Terror he was in Paris; 
shing to go to England on business he obtained a permit 

* Robert Fulton (inventor), first steamboat on the Seine, Paris, Au- 
st 9, 1803. At New York, 1807, started a steamboat, the Clermont , 
the Hudson River. 
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and passport. By accident it was made out for Mr. and 
Mrs. Fulton. Arriving at Calais he was detained as 
there was no packet crossing. In the evening at the 
auberge where he was lodged, he noticed a young woman 
who seemed in agony of mind—this was rather a common 
thing in those days. At last she summoned up courage 
to speak to him, saying, “I throw myself on your mercy. 
I see you are a foreigner. I escaped from Paris where I 
had foolishly gone to try and save some important docu¬ 
ments. My husband would have gone but he is very ill in 
England and I persuaded him to allow me to do so. 
I am without a passport, and hardly dare to embark as 
there is a price on my head, and I am certain to be arrested 
and sent back to Paris. Can you help me?” Fulton 
said, “ I will do my best. I have my American passport, 
oddly enough by error it was made out for myself and 
wife, but she is in America. If you are willing to pass as 
Mrs. Fulton, my wife, you are welcome to the little pro¬ 
tection I can give you.” As the lady in question was dis¬ 
guised and very simply dressed the plan succeeded and 
with the deepest gratitude she parted with him at Dover, 
without revealing her name to him. Some years later 
when Fulton was in Paris trying to raise money to put 
his inventions into practice, he strolled one night into the 
Thi&tre Fran<?ais. Looking around the auditorium he 
spied, much to his astonishment, in one of the boxes the 
lady of his adventure splendidly dressed and covered 
with jewels; at the same time she recognized him and 
waved her fan to him, sending her husband at once to 
escort him to her box. It was through her all the money 
was found for him to carry out his great work. One 
rarely hears of such gratitude. It was the Duchesse de L. 

APRIL 

Mamma is in her element. We are most uncomfortable. 
Everything in the house is turned upside down, nothing 
but cleaning. There is but one room sacred and that 

1AV 
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Ler’s, where I take refuge. Every window is open, 
ght as well live in the street; fortunately we are 
Cour et Jardin . The concierge at the gate has 
to refuse admittance to all carriages. It is mamma’s 
ierthal’s carnival as we have taken a house near 
a for several months. We are taking some of the 
ts, the others we will procure there. The servants 
shortly as they go by diligence. We have hired a 
travelling carriage and will only take our body 
ts with us—that is, two maids, father’s man and 
i. They will be stowed away in the rumble. It 
ike us over a week. I am not looking forward 


ave for Geneva to-morrow. I will be glad of the 
The life of a young man is a very gay one, burning 
ndle both ends. 


12 

all when everything was packed, the travelling 
;es engaged, father has some very important 
dies which will keep us here another two months, 
sorry for mamma and the servants who were going 
e their holidays. The house was all done up for 
mmer, now everything has to be uncovered and 
aight. The best part of it is, Madame S. had 
1 to Aix en Savoi en route for Geneva. She will 
•ous. She is quite capable of coming back. Still, 
have a short breathing time of freedom. We had 
d ourselves to so many people who had sent us 
ions that we will look very stupid. To console 
is, who was looking forward to our visit, I took her 
snes; drove her in my curricle, hired a canoe and 
nt on the river. It was a glorious day, with that 
us smell of spring in the air. We started early and 
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I took something to eat, landed on an island and had a 
picnic. We had chicken and hard-boiled eggs, but we 
had forgotten the salt—it was stupid of Madame Berthal. 
She had put in some splendid peaches that we were going to 
take on the journey, they were good: it quite restored 
Frances to her usual gaiety. She and I are such good 
friends but she has got a temper of her own. I have 
none, I often wish I had. We did not get home until 
after sunset. I lost an oar, which delayed us. I think it 
must have been the peach juice which went to my head 
as we had nothing to drink stronger than barley-water 
with lemon. We were as happy as two children. I think 
I was the younger of the two. 

NOVEMBER 1 

We are now settled down at home, glad to get back. 
Father still doing his best to effect a settlement of the 
Indemnity claims, but it is an uphill task. Monsieur 
Decazes is far more difficult to deal with than the Due 
de Richelieu. Paris very gay—balls every night. The 
King is far from well; we have no Court functions as 
yet. The Duchesse d’Orl6ans gave a splendid ball on 
the 4th; all the gardens illuminated—a fine sight. It 
seems the poor old King was really made ill by the dis¬ 
covery of a plot to make him abdicate in favour of Mon¬ 
sieur; although Monsieur denied all knowledge of it, 
he nevertheless was the instigator of it. We are having 
a large Christmas dinner—Americans, French, and 
English. Christmas is little kept by the French; New 
Year’s Day is the great festival. The Carnival is very 
early this year, so the gaieties will go on. Both the 
Due de Berri and the Due d’OrlSans have made great 
innovations. They said the Court was much too dull, 
so have invited all sorts and conditions, not only to 
parties but to dinners—savants, wits, deputies of all 
shades and colour. 
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CEMBER 8 

e famous Abb6 Gregoire* was turned out of the 
amber of Deputies yesterday. He certainly is an 
raordinary mixture. It was he who proposed the 
dition of royalty; he also demanded of the Assembly 
condemnation to death of Louis XVI. It was he 
3 made the Assembly accord civil rights to the Jews 
l coloured people. He tried to oppose the great 
poleon in every way, but with little success. 

dined yesterday with the Comte and Comtesse 
Irsay. He is a wonderful fop but very witty. Some 
his stories would make even a man blush, but he 
ms to be a privileged person. Sosth&ne de la Roche- 
cauld was one of the guests—a person very full of 
own importance. Also that terrible Madame de Boigne 
l her brother were among the guests; she tackled 
aer after dinner, asking him all sorts of questions 
>ut manners and customs in America. I think he was 
ttle wearied by her, as I heard him say to her, “ Madame, 
m we have a social revolution in America we may 
r e better manners, as you have.” She exclaimed, 
ou are not an American, you are one of us.” He 
wered, “Pardon me, I represent a young and great 
ntry of which I am justly proud.” She is really a 
brand. 

CEMBER 8 

mma is preparing for Christmas: plum-puddings are 
g made. Madame Berthal looks utterly disgusted 
m she goes down to the kitchen to stir the puddings; 

3 the same and so does Frances. Father only laughed 
m we told him about it, and says, “Why not?” 
dame Recamier has invited me to dinner for the 17th. 
insider it a great honour as I am so young. Four notes 
lay from Madame S.—the first in despair, the second 

rhe Abb€ Gregoire, bom December 4, 1750, died April 28, 1831. 
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zing for being in despair, the third gay and frivo- 
le fourth apologizing for being gay and frivolous, 
dll women write so much?—a dangerous habit, 
ir went immediately into the fire. Hysterical 
from the housekeeper’s room. I rushed out to 
at was the matter. I met Berthal supporting 
3 and trying to balance her head-dress. Frances 
ding some apples and had cut her finger; like the 
tie goose that she is, she fainted at the sight of her 
ood. I looked at her hand and said, “What 
se, it’s nothing! ” As she passed she gave me 
kick. She has inherited something from mamma, 
i supper. No time to write any more. 

BER 18 

amusing dinner at Madame Recamier’s, followed 
;ry funny little lampoon on the Queen of Sweden; 
called Trouvez-moi, mon Homme. It was really 
3ver and well acted. Madame de J. represented 
'ortunate queen, and I really thought at first it 
j the Bernadotte in person. Some music followed, 
t lady with ample and bulging charms—in fact, 
everywhere—played the harp. Her arms were 
3 of mutton; both arms were covered with jingling 
;s. This, perhaps, was fortunate, as it sounded 
gh-bells with the occasional breaking of a string 
mapping of a whip. When she had finished there 
; a string left on the harp. 

BER 19 

ic de Coigny has invited me to Fontainebleau for 
for two days. He is the governor of the chateau 
a beautiful house. I am certain to enjoy myself. 

BER 20 

a very large party, all men—Mathieu de Mont- 
7, the Due de Serent, the Prince de Poix, the 
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arquis de Champonet, and a host of others. I drove 
wn with the Prince de Poix, who kindly offered to 
ke me. We hunt to-morrow morning. The duke has 
iced two horses at my disposal. To-night he presented 
- with the badge of the chasse, which was a great honour. 

ECEMBER 22 

e had a perfect day, but I was too tired to write last 
ght. It was very late when I was able to retire, as I 
nnot leave until my elders and superiors go. The fine 
r made me so sleepy. We killed seven fine sangliers 
le fell to me, of which I was very proud; also two 
le deer. It is a wonderful pretty sight the curee in 
ont of a chateau by torchlight at night; all the spoils 
the chase are laid out in front of the famous horseshoe 
aircase, then a sort of fanfare of cors de chasse is blown 
r each head of game—in fact, a sort of funeral hymn, 
go back to Paris to-morrow in Mathieu de Mont- 
oreney’s coach; he is Governor of Compi&gne. Such 
tnny posts they have at Court. The Comte de Cosse 
rissae is Premier panetier du Roi. 

ECEMBER 24 

have managed to save a little money, and with the legacy 
hich I had from my aunt, which was five hundred francs, 
have bought Frances a small string of pearls with a 
ice diamond clasp. As we were not able to dine with 
ie de Broglies last Christmas we are dining with them 
Mnorrow. Mamma sent the Duchesse a plum-pudding, 
huge one. Our cousins Naville and Jules de Bud6 
rriyed to-night from Geneva to pay us a visit. Jules is 
kindred spirit of mine. Adrien Naville’s mother was 
n heiress, Mile de Gallatin, the only daughter of the 
•ount Paul Michael, the head of the family and father’s 
u&rdian. Her mother was nee de Bugnac and niece 
f the.Due de Biron; so Adrien has a host of relatives 
i ans. Father is very fond of him as he is very clever 
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and studious. Jules is quite the opposite; his studies 
are devoted to that of the female form divine. 

DECEMBER 26 

We had such a cheerful Christmas Eve. Some Americans 
who have no relatives here; father insisted on inviting 
them and made mamma prepare a present for each. For 
supper we had one of the famous plum-puddings, which 
was carried in all ablaze. Frances has been hugging me 
ever since I gave her the necklace. I tell her to pay 
attention to all the pearls that fall from my lips. Oh, 
woman, woman! Dear mamma gave me a large pair of 
worsted mittens which she had knitted herself; she 
intended them for a great surprise, but every time for 
the last fortnight I went into her room there was a 
scuffle. One day they were lying in her chair; she 
suddenly sat down on them, needles and all. They are 
orange and brown, absolutely hideous, but I will wear 
them as I cannot wound her feelings. Father gave me 
five hundred francs—it was good of him; Frances, a 
satin shaving-paper holder which she had worked with 
our coat-of-arms, which was quite crooked. 

The dinner at the de Broglie’s was quite delightful, without 
any ceremony. Both Adrien and Jules are cousins of 
Albertine’s. We were twenty in all—mostly family. 
First we had some silly charades and then we ended by 
dancing. Jules drank much too much. Mamma said 
to me, “How could you?” I said, “It’s Jules; I’m 
not drunk.” We all had presents: mine was a beautiful 
whip for my curricle with an ivory handle and gold end 
engraved with my initials. To Frances they gave a 
lovely brooch formed of a large aquamarine surrounded 
by small diamonds. 

DECEMBER 30 

I have been literally burning the candle at both ends. 
I do not think Jules and I have slept in our own beds 
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since Christmas night. He looks a wreck. I am sorry 
;o say that both he and Adrien leave on New Year’s Day; 
Fey are going on a tour to Germany and Italy. They 
ire great friends, although so absolutely different in 
Faracter. 

DECEMBER 31 

rules and I have made all sorts of engagements. I am 
;oing to have a nap this afternoon as I am certain we 
Fall be up until the small hours of to-morrow morning, 
lood-bye 1819; I part with you with regret. What a 
pity I cannot say “Au revoir ”! 

rANUARY 1, 1820 

'A Happy New Year.” New resolutions, only to be 
jroken. Such a night! Last night I did not get home 
mtil 7 o’clock this morning. This is rather Irish! 

Ne have just come from paying our respects to the 
King—the same New Year’s Court; also to the Palais 
Royale and to the Elysee. It is such weary waiting, 
standing all the time. I wonder father bears it so well; 
le never seems tired. 

rANUARY 24 

1 magnificent ball at the Elysee last night. In the 
norning news had come to us of the death of the Duke 
)f Kent, but it was not to be made public until to-day, 
>o the ball would take place. The Due de Berri looked 
ir r ery much out of temper. The Orleans family did not 
appear, and it at once became whispered about that 
Fe Duke of Kent* was dead. Of course it had a very 
bad effect. Had the Allies still been here there would 
have been no ball. It seems a great relief to the Royal 
Family that the Allies have been withdrawn. I am not 
surprised—but that they do not show much gratitude. 

* Duke of Kent, son of George III, and father of the late Queen 
Victoria* 
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FEBRUARY 8 

We had a fine time yesterday. Some of our ladies of 
the opera were going to have a fine ear for the Carnival. 
Several of us wanted to join them, but they were not 
allowed to have men in their car. We got over the 
difficulty by getting women’s costumes. There were 
six of us all dressed in full ballet dress, fleshing tights, 
and full ballet-skirts; bare arms and necks, wigs and 
masks. I was nearly frozen. We had a lot of cham¬ 
pagne, which helped to keep us warm. We had supper 
at the Maimn Doric and such a supper 1 About 2 
o’clock in the morning there was a loud knocking at the 
door: “ Ouvrcz, au nom du Hoi” You can imagine 
our feelings—particularly mine, as I was the only one 
belonging to an embassy—to be found in ballet-skirts 
by the police I The door was opened and in walked 
three of the heads of the police. " Vos norns, messieurs 
d dames.” We had taken off our wigs and masks, so 
were easily recognized. Suddenly there was a shout 
from Rochefoucauld, who jumped on the leading man, 
dragging off his hat and wig, discovering Puya6gur. To 
all three he did the same thing. With roars of laughter 
they told us they had disguised themselves and had been 
to every room in the caf6 and had taken the names of 
all the occupants. We were the first to find them out. 
As they were all friends of ours, we made them join us, 
and the fun became fast and furious. Do la Rochefou¬ 
cauld had suddenly remembered that during the Carnival 
no descents of the police were made, so he risked pulling 
off Puys%ur*s wig. It took me a long time to recover 
from the shock. It would have been a serious matter 
for me, particularly if it had been made public. I would 
have been obliged to leave Paris. I do not know what 
father would have done. Oh, my bead to-day 1 We 
are planning some more mischief to come off before the 
end of the Carnival. Puys6gur had a list of several well- 
known TK'.onle. whose names lie took. We are troinv to 
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2BRUARY 10 

r e put our heads together and have sent the most 
Bcial-looking documents to all whose names were taken 
appear at the Hotel de Ville to-morrow. We intend 
ling to some vantage-point to see them arrive. 

3BRUARY 11 

ir joke came off splendidly. Coach after coach 
ove up, but when the occupants asked for a certain 
om, which number we put on the document, they 
sre informed there was no such room. Then one of 
e documents was shown to an official, who said, “It 
Carnival; you have been duped.” I wish you could 
ve seen their faces. Some of the ones of high rank 
d written to the Due de Berri to intercede for them and 
d not appear. He had been informed that it was a 
ke and joined in it. We won’t hear anything about it. 
lere is not one dare make any trouble. It seems the 
like was very much amused, and has made many sallies 
out it to the unfortunate ones, particularly the married 


5BRUARY 13 

i Saturday there was a magnificent ball given by 
onsieur de Greffuhle. He had lately been made a peer, 
le Due and Duchesse de Berri were present. There 
d been rumours that there was a plot to assassinate 
e Duke; all noticed that Monsieur de Greffuhle never 
t him, and seemed much relieved when the Berris 
tired. The Princesse de Galitzin bade me come to 
box at the opera on Sunday. We had the box adjoin- 
l the Royal one. The Due and Duchesse de Berri 
;re very well received. At the conclusion of the opera, 
. e the ballet commenced, the Duchess rose and, 
wing to the audience, retired with the Duke. As I 
is not feeling well, I begged Madame de Galitzin to 
cuse me and immediately followed. In the corridor 
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I heard a commotion, and, opening a door, I found 
myself by the Royal exit. Monsieur de Brissac rushed 
up to me saying, “Shut the door and stand by it; do 
not let any one pass in or out. There has been an attack 
on the life of the Due de Berri.” At that moment the 
Duke appeared, supported on one side by the Duchess 
and on the other by Madame de BSthisy.* I could see a 
dagger sticking in his breast, but he was talking in a low 
voice to his wife. She was wonderfully calm, but tears 
were running down her cheeks. She is enceinte. I fear 
this may kill her. I heard orders being given to send 
at once for Monsieur and the Due d’Angoul§me. Mon¬ 
sieur arrived first, accompanied by the Due de Fitz James, 
and immediately went into the Royal salon, which is 
behind the King’s loge. They were closely followed by 
the Due d’Angoullme and the Due de Maille; then 
came Monsieur Decazes and a host of others. It was 
all the more tragic as I could hear the music of the ballet 
which was still going on. The audience had no knowl¬ 
edge of what had happened. I forgot to mention that 
before anybody arrived I heard a sharp cry from the 
Royal salon. I was told afterwards that the Duke tried 
to pull the knife out of his breast but was unable to do 
so—that Madame de B6thisy, with great presence of 
mind, pulled it out. Both she and the Duchess were 
deluged in blood. I heard somebody say, “ Does anybody 
know if the knife was poisoned?” Monsieur Decazes 
passed me hurriedly ■ with Fitz-James. When they 
returned (it seems they had been to question the assassin) 
I heard Monsieur Decazes say in a loud voice, “ The knife 
is not poisoned.” By this time several doctors arrived 
and were doing all they could to staunch the flow of 
blood. I could see into the salon, as the door was left 
open as there were so many people. Monsieur Rohan- 
Chabotf came up to me and begged me to still stop by 
* Lady in waiting to the Duchess, 
f Son of the Due de Rohan. 

1 KV 
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door I was guarding. At that moment the Due 
ISans, with the Duchesse and Mile d’OrlSans, passed 
the salon; they were all in tears. The next thing 
ard was an order given to send for the King. The 
de Maille went to fetch him. I felt then there could 
be much hope. To my horror, I heard the Duchesse 
3erri in loud tones denouncing Monsieur Decazes, 
ig, “ C’est lui, le wai assassin.” They tried to stop 
A sudden hush and the poor old King arrived, 
ing heavily on the Duchesse d’Angoul&me and the 
de Maille.* His Majesty was composed and looking 
stern. It was an extraordinary sight. The Duchesse 
igouleme hurriedly passed me and met poor little 
lemoiselle, who had been sent for and came carried 
he arms of Mile de Gontaut.f Then two priests 
ed. I knew then the end was near. Suddenly all knelt, 
he sacrament was being given to the dying man I think 
ybody was in tears; I know I cried. Then in silence 
ill rose to our feet and waited. It seemed hours to 
as I was ready to drop with fatigue. Then the 
3t began intoning a prayer. Again all sank on to 
r knees. The end had come. Then a horrible thing 
Dened. The Duchesse de Berri again commenced to 
am, calling Monsieur Decazes “ Assassin! Assassin!” 
ras really too horrible. After they had quieted her, 
absolute silence—with the exception of the Grand 
berlain announcing “Le Roi, le Roi”—a mournful 
:ession passed me. First, the King supporting the 
hesse de Berri, who had the hand of Mademoiselle, 
Duchesse d’Angoullme on the other side of her; 
r were followed by all the rest of the Royal Family, 
uld hear the orders given by the officers to the soldiers 
by now were keeping the streets, 
isieur de Brissac came to me, shook my hands and 
Irand Chamberlain of Louis XVIII. 

lie MS. here is illegible and I have had to guess at the 
ling.—E d. 
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simply said “Merci.” He asked me if I would like to 
go into the salon. I followed him. He motioned me 
to kneel and, handing the brush from the holy-water bowl, 
motioned me to sprinkle the corpse, which I did. I 
would not believe the Duke was dead. He was still sitting 
up in a large gilt arm-chair, his head supported by a 
cushion, and surrounded by the officers of his household. 
The priest knelt in front of him praying. It was a 
sight I will never forget. In silence Monsieur de Maille 
shook my hand, and I retired. On gaining the street, 
which was packed with people and troops, I had great 
difficulty in getting through the crowd, had it not 
happened that I was recognized by one of the officers. 
Monsieur de Puysegur, who sent an escort of soldiers to 
make way for me. Although more dead than alive when 
arriving at home, I at once went up to father’s room and 
awakened him. When I told him the news he exclaimed, 
“What a catastrophe!—the unfortunate Bourbons—a 
blow for France indeed!” He made me go at once to 
bed as I was hardly able to stand. 

FEBRUARY 16 

At 10 o’clock this morning a note was sent that all the 
Diplomatic Corps were to go to the Tuilleries at 1 o’clock. 
I accompanied father. The large salle was in total darkness 
with the exception of about twenty large candles {sieges) in 
great silver candlesticks. In order of seniority, first the 
Ambassadors and their suites, then the Ministers, passed 
before the throne, in front of which was standing the 
Due d’Angouleme surrounded by the high Court officials 
in the deepest mourning. Absolute silence with the 
exception of the announcement by the Grand Chamber- 
lain as the representative of each country passed—La 
Russie, l’Espagne, &c. &c.—followed by tlie dropping on 
the floor of the halberds with a ringing sound. It was 
most solemn and impressionable. The Duke bowed to 
each one. Not a word was spoken. So we passed out. 
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The assassin’s name is Louvel, a saddler. It seems he 
has been following the poor Duke for a long time waiting 
his opportunity. He must have had many chances as 
the Duke went about in the most open manner, often 
quite alone. Rumours of all sorts. Some say it was a 
conspiracy. The Duchesse de Berri still accuses Monsieur 
Decazes of being the head of it. Others that it was 
a personal revenge. “Cherchez la femme” others say; 
the Duke’s amours were so well known—he not taking 
the slightest care to hide them. 

FEBRUARY 17 

This morning father went to the Palais Royal and was 
received by Mile d’Orleans. She was in great grief; she 
was devoted to the Due de Berri. She said, when dying 
he was the most collected and calm of them all, that he 
thought of everybody—of two children, girls, who were 
in England; they are the daughters of a “Miss Brown” 
whom he married in London under a false name before 
the Restoration. He begged his wife to take them and to 
bring them up as if they were her own daughters. She 
promised to do so. He tried to comfort one and all. 

FEBRUARY 18 

So great is the outcry against Monsieur Decazes that 
he will have to leave the Ministry. Father is much 
incensed about it; I will not for one moment believe 
that he was in any way implicated. Decazes’ life has 
been threatened and he has to go about guarded. The 
people insult him as he passes in his carriage; they are 
incensed against him. It is a strange thing that the 
populace always have affection for a Royalty who is 
a little wild. It was exactly the same with Henri IV, 
whom the late Duke much resembled in the life he led. 

FEBRUARY 19 

A Monsieur Claude de Coursergues, a deputy, denounced 
Monsieur Decazes in the Chamber yesterday as insti- 
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maignaimy nowiea down. 

The King sent this morning for the Due de Richelieu, 
who was on the eve of starting for England to compliment 
George IV on his accession. The King requested him 
to take Monsieur Decazes 5 place, but he absolutely 
refused to do so. When pressed for his reasons he said 
“the King was so old” and that “Monsieur” (the 
heir to the Crown) was absolutely opposed to him. 

FEBRUARY 21 

It seems that Monsieur had given his word that if he 
became king he would support Monsieur de Richelieu. 
Still nothing decided. 

FEBRUARY 22 

Monsieur Decazes has begged the King to accept his 
resignation. After some time, it seems, the King, with 
great grief, accepted it. He created him “Due” and 
he goes to London as ambassador. Monsieur de Richelieu 
at last has consented to accept office. Monsieur has 
given him every promise of support in every way. Father 
has no faith in Monsieur’s promises. He thinks him 
false in everything. 

The lying-in-state and funeral of the Due de Berri was 
very fine. The actual funeral was not on so grand a 
scale as that of the Prince de Conde, which I have 
mentioned before. 

MARCH 1820 

The Duchesse de Berri is more violent than ever against 
the Due de Decazes and his party; it is all very painful. 
Of course all gaiety and entertaining is at an end. For 
myself, I have no heart for it. I can scarcely realize 
that the poor Duke is dead—always so gay and cheerful, 
so full of life and spirits. He will be more and more 
missed as time goes on; there is nobody to fill his place. 
The Queen of Sweden is getting madder and madder, 
161 
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e does not let poor Monsieur de Richelieu alone for a 
oment; she is the laughing-stock of Paris. He will 
,t even speak to her, but that seems to egg her on all 
e more. Louvel was questioned in private, but his 
ial will not take place as yet. Some say he is a 
natic. 

’ML 

only go to the Franpais now. Mile George is very fine, 
jor old Talma one can hardly hear. It is really sad to 
the wreck of such a once fine actor; still at times 
! has fine bursts of passion, revealing some of his old 
>wers. The opera has been closed since the assassina- 
m of the Duke. 

?RIL 

bomb exploded yesterday at the Louvre. Rumour 
ys that several bombs have been discovered in the 
ixdens and under the windows of the Duchesse de Berri. 
be poor old King is much disturbed. He, as well as 
r erybody else, fears that if a bomb did explode near 
the apartment occupied by the Duchesse de Berri 
might bring on a premature confinement. Since the 
iath of the Duke the Duchess has moved to the Tuilleries. 
be eyes of the whole of France are fixed on the palace, 
)ping for an heir. Louvers trial commenced on the 
h. I applied for permission to attend, which was 
anted. 

seems he is now thought to be a lunatic and there will 
i a further trial. All this must be most painful to the 
yal Family. There are strange rumours afloat about 
Le bombs; even the Duchesse de Bern’s name is 
entioned—it is too monstrous. 

AY 1820 

officer of bad character has been arrested in con- 
srion with the bomb explosions. He is to be tried 
t once. 
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tion of paying a visit to Paris; she is now in Geneva. 
The Duchesse de Courland (Talleyrand’s niece) has 
been troubling father very much lately. She has interest 
in property in America and seems to think it is his place 
to attend to it for her. This has given us all a chance, 
mamma in particular, as the Duchess comes to see him 
nearly daily; we all say it is a second case of the Queen 
of Sweden and Monsieur de Richelieu. I really think 
it is beginning to trouble him, as he has a horror of any 
scandal being attached to his name. Pozzo di Borgo 
strongly advised him to get rid of her. He thinks 
anybody who has any connexion with Monsieur de Talley¬ 
rand dangerous. He has, like father, supreme contempt 
for the latter—calls him a turncoat, a liar, libertine, &c. &c. 
He certainly is a man without a vestige of principle. 

JUNE 

Frances is now seventeen and remarkably pretty. Had 
the Court not been in mourning she would have made 
her d6but, but will now have to wait until next year. 
I think mamma is very glad, as she dreads having to 
sit up so late. We tell her she is very lucky only to have 
one daughter—that most Englishwomen have eight or 
ten. 

JUNE 6 

To-day was Louvel’s trial. I was present. There were 
no revelations of any kind. He is a poor lunatic. He 
had nursed the idea he must kill somebody for years. 
He is to be executed to-morrow. 

JUNE 8 

I now deeply regret I went to the execution. There 
was a large body of troops as there had been serious 
disturbance in the night. It was at 3 o’clock in 
bright June sunshine, which made it all the more horrible. 
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could imagine human beings could turn into 
a French mob is horrible. One now realizes 
! Terror was. The wretched assassin was half 
>re he was dragged up the steps of the guillotine. 
11 over in a moment. I had to go and drink 
indy—a thing I have never done in my life 
It took me two hours to get out of the howling 
lore like wild animals than anything else—the 
ir worse than the men. 


1 go to Geneva for two months. I will be very 
the rest and quiet. Of course father has had 
to do. The affairs of the Court, with all the 
[ counter-plots, have occupied all the time of the 

de Courland has been got rid of. Father has 
pale face and white hands; Pozzo di Borgo 
i her that he had leprosy. She wrote begging 
)t even to write to her, that she feared she had 
him too much, &c. &c. Poor Pozzo passed a 
rter of an hour with mamma, who will never 
im. Father was much amused, 
r de Chateaubriand is deeply hurt that he is 
le Ministry; neither the King nor Monsieur de 
l like him. We leave to-morrow for Geneva. . . . 


PAET IV 

THE MINISTRY IN FRANCE 

FROM THE ASSASSINATION OF THE DUC DE BERRI 
TO THE RETURN OF ALBERT GALLATIN TO AMERICA 

SEPTEMBER mO-JUNE 1823 

SEPTEMBER 1820: GENEVA 

Father has just had news of a great conspiracy. Unfor¬ 
tunately Monsieur de Lafayette is mixed up in it—in 
fact, one of the leaders; others are the Due de Rovigo, 
Monsieur Lafitte, General Pajol, and a host of others. 
There is to be a trial before the Court of Peers. I am 
glad we are here, as if we had been in Paris it would have 
caused father great worry. He has a very deep affection 
for Monsieur de Lafayette. 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte is here. She is much 
sought after; her wit and beauty seem to open all doors 
to her. She is very bitter at the present moment against 
Mrs. Caton, one of whose daughters married Madame B.’s 
brother Robert and is now a widow. There is great 
scandal about her and the Duke of Wellington. He 
follows her everywhere; in fact, it is an open secret 
that she is his mistress. Mrs. Caton has married another 
of her daughters to a Mr. Harvey. The third one is 
very beautiful, and the mother has great hopes of making 
a fine marriage for her. Madame Bonaparte talks of 
nothing else but “Bo” her son, and his marriage. As 
he is now only a fat boy it is a little premature. 

SEPTEMBER 28 

We arrived in Paris this morning to find the city in a 
ferment of enthusiasm on account of the birth of a son 
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) the Duchesse de Berri yesterday. It was really 
wonderful to see the change in everybody. When we 
.ft in May all was dull and black; now everybody, 
yen the streets, are radiant. Cannon are booming; 
reworks at night, feu de joie, and goodness knows what. 
Ve had at once to go to the palace pour nous inscrire. 
'hey say the King is delighted. 

EPTEMBER 29 

'he child is called the Due de Bordeaux * He was 
rivately christened at once, but there is to be a great 
ublic christening later on. 

Ve went to-day to the Palais Royal. It did not strike 
le that the Orleans family looked or seemed particularly 
leased. The two daughters of “Mrs. Brown” were 
here; they are treated with great kindness and have 
een given titles. “Mrs. Brown” has been given a 
hateau in Brittany. She certainly behaved wonderfully 
rell. Her marriage in England was quite en regie. 
)ddly enough, there is a boy as well, but no notice has 
een taken of him; he is simply called “Thomas Brown.” 

•CTOBER 

t has been the most extraordinary trial of the leaders 
the conspiracy of August. All the leaders have 
caped free and only some most unimportant persons 
ave been punished. The Due de Bassano has been 
llowed to return to France. He is so old and considered 
uite harmless now. 

rOYEMBER 

Ve have some work to do, as Monsieur de Richelieu has 
atimated to father that he is willing to open negotiations 
e the Indemnity. That anything will really be done 
* Herui-C3iarles-FerdirLand-Marie-Dieudoim6 d’ Artois, Due de Bor- 
iesnx, bom September 28, 1820, afterwards known as the Comte de 
'hambord. 
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I strongly doubt. Mr. Sheldon has gone on a holiday, 
so all the important work falls on my shoulders. Paris 
still dull as far as Society goes. I was pointed out the 
Marquise de Guiccioli yesterday, Lord Byron’s mistress; 
she is very charming to look at, gentle and sweet. 

Of course the one topic of conversation is the Duchesse 
de Berri and her son, the Due de Bordeaux—“ Esperance 
de la France as he is called. The King looks much 
better, is far more cheerful. There are some unpleasant 
rumours of the Due d’Orleans having thrown doubts on 
the legitimacy of the Due de Bordeaux, but I believe it 
is without question of a doubt that he is the son of the 
Due de Berri. When the latter was dying he said to the 
King, “ Soigne ma femme; elle est enceinte.” 

I am going to fltes every night as Paris is again plunged 
into wild gaiety. The people are too glad of an excuse 
to throw off the mourning and gloom. Frances makes 
her debut at the first Court. I have been telling her 
how to behave. She has a dancing mistress to teach 
her how to curtsy and to back without tumbling over. 
The christening of the Due de Bordeaux was a splendid 
sight. He was held up at an open window to be shown 
to the populace and was received with roars of cheers. 
The old Duke of Gordon was present; I was so glad 
to see him. I had a little love affair with Katinka 
Galitzin. Her father is not very rich, and as I have 
nothing, it soon came to an end. We remain the best 
of friends. 

Really Mr. Astor is dreadful. Father has to be civil to 
him, as in 1812-13 he rendered great services to the 
Treasury. He came to dejeuner to-day; we were simply 
enfamille, he sitting next to Frances. He actually wiped 
his fingers on the sleeves of her fresh white spencer. 
Mamma in discreet tones said, “Oh, Mr. Astor, I must 
apologize; they have forgotten to give you a serviette.” 
I think he felt foolish. 

A splendid Court ball last night; the dresses and jewels 
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the ladies and the superb uniforms of the men 
ade a fine show. Father looks like a blot of ink 
nongst all this finery. Of course I dress as I like; 
s have no official diplomatic uniform in America. 
>me near-sighted Hungarian officer, not seeing he 
as in front of the Duchesse d’Angouleme, caught 
s spur in the lace of her dress and tore yards of 
lendid lace. He was covered with confusion, but she 
as so gracious; she is so womanly. I do not think I 
ive ever seen so sad a face, but she is the most royal- 
oking person I have ever seen; the “descendant of a 
mdred kings” certainly applies to her. I noticed her 
[pression of intense scorn when Prince de Talleyrand 
assed; he is horrible. 

Ji th the change of Ministry after the disgrace, or at 
ast removal, of the Due de Decazes, Monsieur de 
ichelieu is again in power. Monsieur de Serre, Minister 
t Justice; Pasquier, Affaires Etrangeres (which father 
iuch regrets); Latour Maubourg, Ministre de la Guerre; 
ortal Marine and Roy, Ministre des Finances; Baron 
leunier, Directeur of Police; and Monsieur Simeon, 
linistre de lTnterieur. Father thinks it a very weak 
rovernment—that it will not last long. . . . 

OVEMBER 

'he Marquis de Lauriston, a descendant of Law, the 
outh Sea Bubble adventurer, is appointed Ministre de la 
laison du Roi. We had a small sauterie for Frances 

d her young friend. She's now seventeen. It was 
ery pretty; all the young girls were so fresh and enjoyed 
verything so much it was a pleasure to watch them. 
)ear mamma had arranged a surprise in the shape of a 
ift hunt. We all were given numbers and then we went 
ato the gallery, where all the presents were hidden in 
11 sorts of the most out-of-the-way places. I helped her 
o arrange it with the invaluable Berthal. Each had a 
lumber corresponding with tickets. It was really good 
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and quite delightful—such laughter and little suppressed 
shrieks of delight when the parcel with the corresponding 
number was discovered. The presents were so pretty— 
a donkey with a wobbley head for me and a goose full 
of bon-bons for Frances. We both agreed it was too 
personal; mamma has more wit than we gave her 
credit for. Father came in with dear Pozzo di Borgo 
and looked on at the “hunt,” and was much amused. 
Then a delightful little supper. It was all over by 11 
o’clock. Of course there is little entertaining on a 
large scale on account of the Due de Bern’s death; we 
of the corps diplomatique entertain in a small way. The 
English Ambassadress has sent out invitations for a 
party for very young people for Thursday; it is to be 
costume. Frances is going as “Titania” and I as 
the ass. I have had a wonderful head made by the 
costumier of the opera; it is all of silk and is very light— 
not at all hot. 

The little bal costume was a great success; some of the 
dresses were beautiful. Frances was as pretty as any¬ 
body; she has that lovely skin and such beautiful eyes. 
Her dress was all clinging white silver material, and 
she had a wreath of light blue cornflowers in her hair, 
which was flowing down her back. Her wand was a 
huge sunflower. Sosthene de la Rochefoucauld, with 
his usual cynical manner, came up to me and said: 
“Tout le monde te reconnait ; tu n’as pas pu choisir un 
costume qui t’ira mieux.” I will be even with him yet. 
I never knew a man who fancied himself so much; he 
is a male Madame de Boigne. 

We had a Maypole dance; there was a beautiful “may- 
pole” decorated with flowers and ribbons. After this 
was finished we all (the young people) filed before the 
Ambassador and Ambassadress dancing a polonaise. 
We arrived home at midnight, but I went out again. 
Father has enjoined mamma never to ask me any ques¬ 
tions—very wise, I think, as if I told her the truth she 
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r ould soon be in her grave, with her strict ideas. Will I 
ver reform? Paris is waking up. Pozzo di Borgo is 
iving a sauterie for Frances. He sent to Russia for all 
jrts of beautiful presents; he has consulted mamma 
bout some original way of distributing them. 


OVEMBER 20 

t was delightful at the Russian Embassy—all very 
oung people. After supper the doors of the ballroom 
^ere thrown open; half-way across the room a great 
Dpe of flowers about three feet from the ground, at the 
ir end a row of targets. Silver arrows were presented 
d the ladies and gold ones to the gentlemen; we had 
o throw them at the targets. If we hit (I am sorry to 
ay the girls often missed), Pozzo, assisted by several 
mbassadors, presented us with the most beautiful 
Russian bibelots, much too fine. I had a beautiful inlaid 
nuff-box; Frances a complete Russian peasant costume 
-the head-dress had seed-pearls and turquoises on it. 
Ve danced all sorts of pretty dances, ending with a 
Russian mazurka which twelve of us had learnt. I led 
ff with Katinka Galitzin. It was really extremely pretty 
nd very well done. We had straps covered with gilt 
ells on our ankles—that is, the men; the girls had the 
me on their wrists. The orchestra as a finale played 
11 the different national airs. “Yankee Doodle” 
unded rather tame and vulgar after the grand Russian 
lymn and “God save the King.” Oddly enough, “God 
ave the King” is the national Hymn of Geneva; it 
ras played after the “Escalade” in 1602. The name 
>f the composer is not known; both Lulli and Handel 
laimed it, hut that is absurd, as the original manuscript 
nusic is in the Arsenal at Geneva. After a Russian 
mnch chaud, which Pozzo insisted upon our drinking, 
lome we went. I was very tired. 
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came down to breakfast this morning in ber 
costume. Poor mamma's face was a study in 
She could not utter at first, so father stepped 
each, saying, “How lovely you look, and where 
lis finery come from?” He knew nothing of it 
not been at the Embassy. By this time mamma 
vered her speech. I saw the storm coming. 

have you forgotten that it is the Lord's Day ? 
ur room and pray for forgiveness.” I left the 
did father. 


EH 1820 

the Spanish Embassy. The Papal nuncio was 
All ladies in high waists. It seems it is not 
for ladies to be dScollete when he is present, 
at Court. Madame S. embarrasses me at times; 
all over, as I am quite certain people must see 
looks at me. Mamma was very fine in red 
Her skin is so deadly white and fine that she 
! noticed anywhere; I was very proud of her. 
nuncio retired some Spanish dances were danced 
y. Such a strange custom! When the nuncio 
e was preceded by two footmen walking back- 
>lding silver candelabra with lighted candles; 
thing was repeated when he retired. I noticed 
[ astonished when mamma did not kiss his ring, 
ifterwards explained to him that she was a 
it. Driving home, father laughingly teased her 
saying she should have done so. “No such 
• for me,” she said. We found Frances had 
r. A doctor was sent for and fears it is scarlet 
e says he cannot be certain until to-morrow, 
is no rash as yet. 


520] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 
ECEMBER 2 

oor Frances has scarlet fever and is isolated in the chalet 
i the garden. Mamma will not leave her. Father had 
>me news from America which has rather annoyed him. 
; seems some ignorant Yankee called attention to the way 
s was living in Paris—that his house was too large, that 
is servants wore showy liveries, &c. &c. Father is 
mplicity itself, but he feels he ought to keep up a 
;rtain style in a country where such things are so much 
lought of; he feels it is due to the prestige of the 
)untry he represents. They might just as well resent 
is going to Court—it is quite ridiculous. Monsieur 
e Lafayette has just called; he consulted him on the 
tatter. The former is certainly republican enough in 
U his ideas. Father has penned a very dignified answer, 
hich I have just drafted. He requests to be recalled 
his way of living is not considered proper, but that 
will not change it in any way. He and I are dining 
ith the Barings to-day. Of course mamma had to 
muse herself on account of Frances. 

ECEMBER 4 

^e had a charming dinner at the Barings*. The old 
>uc de Bassano was present. He is really about the 
tily respectable person that Napoleon created a duke, 
[though he was a lawyer or hommes d’affaires, or some- 
hing of that sort, but of low origin. Poor Frances is 
etter as it is a mild attack. In any case it will prevent 
er from going to any of the Christmas festivities. Mamma 
iared her complexion might be injured, but the doctor 
ssures her it will not be in any way affected. . . . 

ECEMBER 

have refused all invitations for the present as, although 
dances is still isolated, I have never had scarlet fever 
ay self. The doctor thinks I had better remain quiet 
or a few days. . . . 
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DECEMBER 10 

I had a piece of very bad luck to-day. A certain lady 
of the grand monde had smiled upon me. I had a rendez¬ 
vous with her at the old Palais Royal in the Marais in 
the afternoon. It is the most unlikely place in the world 
to meet anybody. I know of a very quiet little caf6 
there with cabinet particular; as we walked toward it 
I spied a lady approaching with a footman behind her. 
Horror of horrors !—mamma! Now if it had been the 
moon arm-in-arm with the sun taking a walk I would 
not have been more flabbergasted, but it was mamma in 
the flesh. Nothing was to be done but to brazen it out. 
With a sickly smile and a grand coup de chapeau I 
approached her, instantly saying, “Allow me to present 
you to the Comtesse de C.” Mamma stared, mamma 
curtsied; Madame de C. did the same. Mamma curtsied 
again, Madame de C. ditto; but not a word did mamma 
utter. I own I was rather proud of her, but the situation 
was becoming rather strained. I said to Madame de C., 
“Comtesse, will you allow me to conduct you to your 
coach?” This really meant a fiacre, as Madame de C. 
had left her coach in the Rue de Rivoli. Mamma glared, 
curtsied again; finding her voice, said, “James, return 
when you have found the comtesse’s coach,” with an 
accent grave on the coach. I could not do anything else. 
When I did return mamma took my arm and walked 
ten times around the Palais Royal. I suppose it will 
mean some more tracts when we get home. It seems 
the poor old dear, on account of fear of infection to 
others, had come to this isolated place to take a little 
exercise. My luck is on the wane. 

DECEMBER 12 

Not a word have I heard since of my little peccadillo. 
I think father must have said something, for I am certain 
she told him. She really thinks I am still a child, for¬ 
getting I am three-and-twenty. 
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ECEMBER 17 

'adame de C. will never forgive me; she is furious. 
ECEMBER 20 

be boulevards are so brilliant for Noel, I walk there 
r ery evening. 

ECEMBER 26 

be usual Christmas festivities, but I have become very 
ng$, so remained at home. All my friends seem to be 
:tting married, and I am only semi-attached. 

lNUARY 1, 1821 

nother year gone, and still we stop on here practically 
>ing nothing. Father is getting old, and I doubt if he 
ill ever return to America. Mr. Astor has written to 
again making new offers, all of which he has refused, 
e says he must not die rich after holding the posts he 
is. I have never known of anybody, with the excep- 
m of the Due de Richelieu, who is so absolutely honest 
Ld disinterested; both on his mission to the Hague and 
England he only charged his absolute out-of-pocket 
penses. Would that there were more politicians in 
merica of his calibre! I fear there are few, if any. It 
not astonishing he has so many firm friends such as 
[exander Baring, Pozzo di Bor go, Lafayette, and the 
umboldts—men whose friendship is worth having. I 
ily wish I were more like him. 

ONDAY 

had a bad accident skating at Vincennes on Saturday 
Ld broke my arm—fortunately the left one. Had it 
ien my right arm I do not know what I should have 
>ne. It caused me great pain; the bone-setter was 
iry rough. To add to my troubles, my hair is beginning 
i fall out. This was caused by the fever I contracted 
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tluit horrible winter at St. Petersburg. One consolation— 
I can always wear a wig. 

FEBRUARY 2 

I had a horrid accident on Saturday. I was driving a 
new horse in ray cabriolet with Lucien up behind. Coming 
down the Elys6es I spied the King’s coach driven at the 
usual high speed, which makes a rumbling. As etiquette 
requires, I drew up at the side, and was holding my hat 
off when my horse shied and over we went. Of course, 
I fell on my injured arm, which has always given me 
trouble; it was badly set at first-—in fact, it had to be 
broken again and set, causing me great uneasiness. The 
Comtesse de Brissac was passing in her coach; she 
stopped and most kindly insisted on conveying me to 
her hotel in the Faubourg St.~IIonor6 f which is quite 
close. She sent for a surgeon, and, much to my chagrin, 
he announced another slight fracture. After attending 
to me, Madame dc B. most graciously put her coach at 
my disposal to take me home. She is forty but still 
very handsome. She held my right hand while the 
surgeon was binding my arm; I think she squeezed it. 
Nous venous. Lucien and the horse were not injured 
but the cabriolet was damaged. 

This morning I was sitting in mamma’s boudoir reading, 
as my arm was so painful I could not write. Frances 
was embroidering and mamma going through her religious 
devotions, which consists of reading a sermon of Jeremy 
Bentham’s, her daily allowance. A footman hurriedly 
entered without knocking-—a venial offence, lie looked 
white and seared, and mumbled, “ Would Madame 
1’Ambassadress permit Madame Bcrthal to speak to her?” 
Enter Madame Bcrthal, very red and flurried, her very 
cap quivering with excitement. Approaching mamma, 
in a low tone she said, “Madame l'Ambassadress, there 
has been an accident. Louise (one of the kitchen wenches) 
has tripped over the cat on the lower stairs, and there are 
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70 .” “Two what?” asked mamma. “Twins,” 
plied Madame Berthal. “What nonsense!” said 
amma. “Is the girl injured? It does not matter 
)out the kittens; drown them.” “Not kittens, Madame 
Ambassadress, babies.” Never will I forget mamma’s 
ce. Down went Jeremy Bentham bang on the floor, 
p rose mamma, her cap literally standing on end. She 
mndered, “Frances, leave the room.” I could no 
nger contain myself and burst into roars of laughter, 
his was too much for mamma. “James, I am ashamed 
you. Leave the room at once.” I really expected to 
ceive Jeremy on my head before reaching the door, 
nly too glad to escape, I sought refuge in father’s room. 
Hbien I succeeded in suppressing my laughter I com- 
enced telling him what had happened. I had only 
unmenced my story when he was summoned to mamma’s 
»om. When he returned he tried to look serious, but 
saw the corners of his mouth twitching. Poor Berthal 
amma has dismissed for her want of discretion. Father 
nt to the Convent of the Sacr6 Coeur, which is quite 
se to us, and obtained permission to send the poor 
1 and her twins to the hospital there. He sent for a 
>ach and had her conveyed there. What passed 
itween him and mamma I do not know, but she locked 
jrself in the room for the remainder of the day. Frances 
iked me this evening if I thought she could have one 
the kittens. I told her they were drowned I ! I 
he twins died last night. . . . 

[y arm is so painful I cannot write any more. . . . 
[amma has forgiven me. Jean, such a nice-looking 
oom, is the cause of all the trouble. He is going to 
arry the girl as soon as she is well. Father insists 
i retaining them both in his service. Mamma looks 
jured and draws deep sighs. Poor Berthal has been 
instated; father insisted upon it. 


There have been more bomb explosions and the police 
have not the slightest clue. On January 27 a bomb in 
the Tuilleries—nobody injured. On the 31st another at 
the Treasury, several near the palace windows; still not 
the faintest clue. Scenes every day in the Chamber, one 
party accusing the other. Then a lull for a time. 

FEBRUARY 15 

I do not feel well enough to join in the Carnival this year. 
The fact is, I have had enough of it all. I am now nearly 
four-and-twenty, and it is high time to settle down. 
Frances is to make her d6but this year but not until 
the spring. 

FEBRUARY 17 

Such a magnificent ball at the Tuilleries last night. 
The Duchesse d'AngoulSme was superbly regal: her 
train of white velvet thickly embroidered with gold 
fleurs-de-lis with a broad gold border, lined and faced 
with ermine; her dress entirely of superb lace, which 
they told me had belonged to her mother; the highest 
diadem of emeralds and diamonds that I have ever seen, 
it was quite four inches. A veil of superb lace hung 
down below her shoulders; a belt and stomacher of 
diamonds and one enormous emerald in the centre; 
from the shoulders hung great strings of diamonds. 
The Duchess d'OrlSans in rose-coloured velvet; Mile 
d’Orleans in blue; the Duchesse de Berri in white with 
a train bordered with sable (this was her first appearance 
since her husband's assassination). They made a truly 
royal group. The poor King was in a chair with wheels, 
as he suffers from swollen legs. 

FEBRUARY 20 

At last I have had a bilious attack. Mamma is in her 
element; she loves to say “I told you so." Now, when 
177 


1821] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 

one is bilious one is not in the best of tempers; I do so 
long to throw a boot at her. 

FEBRUARY 22 

All right again and taking Frances to some small evening 
parties. She has not been brought up in the French 
way; mamma allows her much more liberty. Frances 
can take care of herself; she has great dignity combined 
with sweetness, and under it all—what shall I call it ?—a 
will of her own. She is very lovely to look at. 

FEBRUARY 24 

Now Lent has come—a respite for which I am very 
grateful. I am going to do some serious reading and 
improve myself; I fear I have been very frivolous up 
to the present. Mathieu de Montmorency has invited 
me to hunt at Compiegne, of which he is governor; I 
shall certainly avail myself of his kindness. If it were 
not that the King’s horses were at his disposal and he 
offered to mount me, I would not be able to do so on 
account of the expense. 

MARCH 2 

I took Frances to the Palais Royal yesterday afternoon 
to see a little religious play acted by the children of the 
Due d’OrlSans. The Due de Chartres* is now nearly 
twelve years old, and Mile d’OrlSans is nine. Some of 
the younger children also took part. The other actors 
were children of the Due d’Escar and the Montmorency 
children. It was really very pretty. After the little 
play all the children sat down to a simple dinner; we 
waited on them. Their aunt. Mile d’Orl^ans, is so 
charming, so simple and unaffected. She is very fond 
of father; I think it is that attracts me to her. 

♦Due de Chartres, son of the Due d’Orleans, bom at Palermo 
September 3,1810. 
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MARCH 4 

Father has had some disquieting letters from America 
about Albert. He has not shown them to me, nor has 
he told me of their contents, but I fear there is some 
trouble; Albert is so odd. I am very sorry, as I dislike 
to see father troubled. 

MARCH 7 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte has been much disappointed 
that she has not been able to arrange a marriage for her 
“Bo/ 5 whom she considers a prince of the House of the 
now fallen Bonapartes. Mr. Astor, in whom she has great 
confidence, and who has been in Rome, has informed 
her that she must not put any reliance in any members of 
the Bonaparte family. Madame mere is the most sincere 
and the Princesse Pauline Borghesi is absolutely unre¬ 
liable. Her friend, Lady Morgan, is also in Rome, and 
told her the same thing. She has written volumes to 
father asking his advice. She is really too bad, as she 
is certain not to act by it. He has a great dislike for 
the Bonaparte family; of course the great brains and 
pluck of the first emperor he cannot but have admiration 
for. 

MARCH 9: COMPIEGNE 

I have been here since yesterday, and finely lodged in the 
chateau. All are most civil and nice to me. We hunted 
all day to-day and I am tired out. Just going to bed. 

MARCH 12 

I came back to Paris yesterday after a most enjoyable 
visit. I am a little sorry I went for so long. I find father 
has been doing the copying of his own private letters and 
dispatches, which he will not allow any one to do with 
the exception of myself. We dine with the Due and 
Duchesse de Lavalle. I have never seen their hotel, 
but father tells me it is the finest in Paris. 
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iCH 14 

nost painful disclosure has been made. It seems 
Duchesse de Berri told her Father-confessor that 
was the instigator of all the bomb explosions, which 
3 placed by her own people. He made her tell all 
to the King. All the King said was, “Stop all 
her inquiry and try to forgive her.” She is an 
ian and a lover of intrigue. All this has made a most 
iful impression. 


itCH 16, 1821 

ally do not know how it will end. Yesterday I was 
ng Ute-aAete with Madame S.—her husband being 
y, as she thought. Fortunately, she has a most 
reet maid. She, hearing Monsieur S/s carriage in 
courtyard, rushed and warned us. I was just able 
escape down the escalier de service. I went to the 
:a, and I suppose after the fright I had had nothing 
ised me, so I returned home. I am glad I did, as 
und the house in an uproar. Poor Berthal had fallen 
n the whole flight of marble stairs. Frances says 
is broken to bits. All I could see of her was her 
, which had at last fallen off and was sitting quietly 
a hall chair. There is a surgeon and two doctors 
i her now. Of course mamma is very much worried; 
this did not prevent her forbidding a priest to enter 
>m one of the servants had sent for. 


RCH 19 

rgot to write about the Lavalle dinner. It was abso- 
;ly superb—on a scale of magnificence quite equal to 
lourt entertainment. We sat down eighty at table, 
the banquet lasted for four mortal hours. I counted 
■ty footmen. The Duchess was a very great heiress 
[ the Duke was also very rich. 

ifin 
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MARCH 21 

I drove to St.-Cloud to-day in my curricle. It is begin¬ 
ning to rattle a bit. If we stop here much longer I 
must have a new one. Poor Mrs. P., of “Bologny” 
fame, died to-day. Mr. Livingstone returns from a very 
extensive tour and leaves for America at once. 

MARCH 25 

There is every prospect now of father either going home 
or going to London. The latter mamma would prefer, 
as she has now become quite reconciled to living abroad; 
in fact, I do not think she would care to return home at 
present. Father does not like London. He had a long 
conference with Pozzo di Borgo to-day. They are such 
close friends, and he thinks very highly of Pozzo’s opinion. 
Lafayette dined here yesterday; he has aged con¬ 
siderably, but is always delightful. Father fears as he 
gets older he will be even more indiscreet than in his 
youth, or indeed more impulsive. 

MARCH 29 

Some very disagreeable communications from Mr. Adams 
to-day. I really think he, being now Secretary of State, 
is paying father up for imaginary wrongs when at Ghent. 
When I look back upon that time I am amazed that 
father bore so well with him and Mr. Clay; they were 
quarrelling like two spoiled children all the time. Father 
did all he could to restore peace between them, but it 
was of daily occurrence and most trying. I sometimes 
think we may return to live in Geneva and abandon 
America altogether. I, personally, would be delighted, 
but I fear we are not rich enough to do this. I must 
make some money; I cannot always be a drag on father. 

APRIL 1 

There is a smell of spring in the air to-day. Frances 
tried to fool me to-day, sending me a letter challenging 


1821] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 

me to a duel. I recognized her handwriting at once. 
I did not say a word about it. She has been worrying 
mamma for a long time to buy her a spencer at Madame 
Le Yestris’ in the Rue de la Paix; I have heard of 
nothing else for weeks. So off to Madame L. I went. 
Made her do me up a box with large gold letters with 
her address on it. I bought a murderous-looking fish 
and wrapped it in many papers. Imitating mamma’s 
handwriting, I put a little note on top of the silk paper 
that she would see the moment the cover was lifted. 
I timed the box to arrive while we were at dinner. Great 
success. Frances opened the box. Only seeing the note, 
she rushed and hugged mamma, who I must say looked 
rather astonished. Rushing back to unpack her coveted 
spencer, as she thought, the smell of fish met her nose. 
With a squeak (women always squeak) she seized the 
fish and made a dash for me, but was too late. I was 
out of the window into the garden, the fish after me. 
A long list of diplomatic dinners to be got through. We 
are engaged for every day for two weeks. Father hates 
all this but is forced to accept. Mamma now, I think, 
loves these entertainments. She, like all women, loves 
dress. This gives her an opportunity to show off her 
finery. 

APRIL 6 

There were serious disturbances last evening at the 
Ecole de Droits de Paris; some rioting. The troops 
had to be called out. What a mistake it is to be dragged 
into a liaison, particularly with a married woman I If 
something does not happen I shall not have a hair on 
my head. 

APRIL 9 

Since the death of the Due de Berri a great change has 
certainly come over the jeunesse doree of Paris; not 
half so much entrain. I think he really gave the impetus 
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to us all. I dined yesterday at the Trois Freres Proven- 
ceaux*in the Palais Royal with some boon companions. 
I do not know how it was, the dinner was excellent, the 
wine as well, but we all seemed dull and depressed. I 
hardly dare own it, but I fear we are all blase. I com¬ 
menced a little too young to enjoy life. I have had a 
good seven years of it; and what I used to look on then 
as the height of enjoyment I now find tiresome. I try 
to take interest in the political questions of the day. 
I read most carefully all the English as well as American 
papers that we receive and try to keep myself au courant 
of everything of importance. I believe one can train 
one’s mind to serious matters. I certainly have wasted 
a lot of time. 

APRIL 10 

Have been taking Frances to see all the fine churches; 
I don’t think she cares much about it. 

APRIL 12 

Father has presented me with a new curricle; it is 
painted yellow, which is much the vogue at present. . . . 

APRIL 15 

We are eating through our dinners. Oh, the bore of it 
ah! 

APRIL 20 

A fine entertainment at Versailles with some Russian 
Grand Dukes. The King was not able to be present 
and Monsieur did the honours. The fountains were all 
playing. A splendid banquet. Looking out of one of 
the windows looking on the Cours d’Honneur, the whole 
scene seemed to be conjured up before me: the dames 
de la halle more like wild beasts, then women shouting 
and screaming, then dragging the coach with the unfor- 
* A restaurant only recently demolished. 
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tunate King and Queen in it. As I was meditating on 
all this I felt a hand on my shoulder; it was the dear 
Did Duke of Gordon. He said, “A penny for your 
thoughts.” I blurted out exactly what had been passing 
through my mind. He then, really with much emotion, 
described the whole scene most vividly to me; pointed 
out exactly where he stood, the immense scorn and 
dignity of Marie Antoinette as she entered the coach, 
the horrible drive back to Paris. He said he did all he 
could, but he was absolutely powerless in the hands of 
the frenzied mob. He slipped his arm through mine 
saying, “It is better to try and bury unpleasant 
memories.” We joined the Court in the Salle des Glaces. 

APRIL 21 

Father took me to-day to see Madame Condorcet, the 
widow of the Marquis Condorcet, the friend of Voltaire. 
She is only fifty-three but looks much older—one of the 
saddest faces I have ever seen. She welcomed us with 
ffusion, taking both father’s hands, holding them, and 
aying, “You knew my husband.” She was a Mile 
de Grouchy. It seems they were an ideal couple. Her 
erfect character made Condorcet a believer in equal 
rights for women. Her only child is Madame O'Connor, 
the wife of General O’Connor. 

MAY 3 

Mr. Adams has been playing more of what I call “Yankee 
tricks”; he certainly is an impossible person. He is 
not a man of great force or intelligence, but his own 
opinion of himself is immense. I really think father, 
in a covert way, pulls his leg. I know he thinks little 
of his talents and less of his manners. 

MAY 21 

Frances is greatly excited as the time approaches for her 
to make her debut at Court. She came to me in rather 
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a mysterious manner to-day and began to make much 
of me. I suspected there was something at the bottom 
of it, so said to her, “Out with it; what is it you want?” 
She is a little afraid of mamma. She wants me to 
persuade the latter to let her have a more elegant frock 
for Court. I promised to do my best. 

MAY 22 

Mamma is adamant. Frances is to wear what she 
decrees. Simplicity above all things. For a wonder, 
I quite agree with mamma. Frances is quite pretty 
enough and she needs but a very simple setting. I told 
her this and consoled her with a little judicious flattery 
about her skin, eyes, hair, &c. &c. She is but a woman. 

MAY 24 

The brothers Humboldt were at dejeuner to-day. For¬ 
merly I did not take any interest in their conversation, 
but it was quite different to-day. I was sorry when 
they retired. Father delights in their society. They 
certainly seem to appreciate him; for this I love them. 

JUNE 2 

Frances made her debut at Court last night. She cer¬ 
tainly did look very lovely. All I know of her dress— 
she was in white, a great big wreath of pink roses round 
her head. She was quite self-possessed and bore herself 
with much dignity. All the members of the Royal Family 
smiled on her. Driving home she burst into sobs. Poor 
child, I suppose it was the pent-up excitement. 

JUNE 10 

I have suffered a great deal lately with my arm; I fear 
it will be permanently stiff—I can hardly raise it now. 
I hope father will decide on Aix-en-Savoi, as I will then 
be able to go in for the cure. I am afraid rheumatism 
has settled in my arm. 
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UNE 15 

50 little of interest to record in my journal at present. 

! seem now to think that the everyday occurrences of 
‘the monde” are not worth recording. Of course, 
mything of importance that I want to remember I 
nake notes of. If father should ever get hold of this 
liary I wonder what he will think of it. Mamma asked 
ne to-day if I thought he was worrying about Albert. 
She does not think he at all approves of the life the latter 
s leading. He does not seem to care for people of his 
>wn class—only farmers and their families. 

rUNE 30 

rhere have been rumours that the Emperor is ill at 
St. Helena. Nothing confirmed. 

rULY 10 

rhe news has just arrived of the death of Napoleon. 
He died on May 5. I was much astonished at the way 
;he news was received. The hero which the whole 
French nation had worshipped, whom all Europe had 
trembled before, it might have been an ordinary actor 
(dio had died. Really one could feel great disgust. 
4 mighty man indeed he was with all his faults. The 
first I heard of it was cried about the streets: “La 
Mort de Napoleon a St. Helena, deux sous." Oh, the 
irony of it! 

JULY 15 

The Bonapartists here show the greatest respect to the 
Emperor. They have petitioned the King to allow the 
body to be brought to France and buried, but he will 
not hear of it. Father says it would be most unwise— 
that France is beginning to settle down after all the 
troubles she has gone through; that even the Emperor* s 
body will excite enthusiasm in many and might lead 
to very serious results. Father received several letters 
ISfi 
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asking if he thought America would join in petitioning 
the King. It is really too absurd. What has America 
to do with it? Madame Patterson Bonaparte, won¬ 
derful to relate, has written to father full of praise of 
the dead Emperor. 

JULY 18 

An extraordinary thing has happened. Father wished 
for a document, and applied for it to the Due de Bassano; 
the latter has all the copies of the archives of the Emperor. 
A document was sent, but not the one applied for; it 
was a copy of a Trianon Decree of August 5, 1810. This 
decree was entirely withheld from the American Minister. 
Had it been known there would not have been any war 
between England and America. It bears the same date 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, which were to be revoked 
on November 1. Never before have I seen my father 
so angry; he absolutely lost control of himself and used 
the strongest language. The underhand meanness, the 
perfidy, injustice, so low and despicable. It was the 
Emperor’s wish, evidently, to do all in his power to 
crush a young and rising nation. Father went at once 
to see the Due de Bassano, but on arriving there he 
could hardly say anything, he found the poor old Duke 
utterly crushed by the death of the Emperor. He 
evidently knew nothing of his mistake, so father did not 
undeceive him. He sent a copy of the decree to Mr. 
Adams with very strong remarks on the subject. 


GALLATIN to J. Q. ADAMS 


Paris, September 15, 1821 
Sir, 

[First part of letter omitted.] 

But the Trianon Decree was intended for the 
St. Sebastian, Amsterdam, and other cases of the same 
period. It is not a condemnation either in form or in 
substance, but it certainly announces the intention to 
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condemn. It bears date the same day on which it was 
officially communicated to our Minister that the Berlin 
and Milan decrees would be revoked on the first day of 
the ensuing November; and no one can suppose that 
if it had been communicated or published at the same 
time the United States would, with respect to the promised 
revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees, have taken 
that ground which ultimately led to the war with Great 
Britain. It is indeed unnecessary to comment on such 
a glaring act of combined injustice, bad faith, and mean¬ 
ness as the enacting and concealment of that decree 
exhibits; and I cannot suppose that it will ever be 
brought forward by this Government for the purpose 
of repelling our claims to indemnity, especially as the 
grounds assumed for the measure are evidently mere 
pretences and altogether untenable. Yet when I first 
conversed, in 1816, with the Due de Richelieu on the 
subject of our claims, he alluded to a statement prepared 
in his bureau for him, in which the Act of Congress of 
March 1809 was mentioned as having afforded cause for 
reprisals. 

The copy of the Trianon Decree was given to a friend 
of Mr. Parish by the Duke of Bassano, then Secretary 
of the Council. 

I enclose a Greek copy and a French translation of an 
appeal of the Greeks to the citizens of the United States. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Albert Gallatin 

Decision du 5 aout 1810* 

Vu le rapport ci-dessus fait au conseil de commerce 
et des manufactures, d’ou il resulte: 

(1) Que le Gourernement de Etats-Unis ne s’est pas 
borne par son acte du ler mars, 1809, a ordonner qu’a 
dater du 20 mai suivant les bailments et marchandises 
frangaises qui entreraient dans les ports seraient mis 
* For translation see Appendix III. 
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sous le sdqucstre, mais qu’il a ordonnt la confiscation des 
dits bdtiments ct marchandises: 

(2) Qu'il a Mabli par le memo acts que lorsque les com¬ 
munications avec le France viendraient & se rtiablir, les 
confiscations continueraient d avoir leur effet: 

(3) Que Vacte du ler mars, 1809, a ttt mis en execution 
toutes les fois que Voccasion s’en cst prtsentte, nonseule- 
ment centre les marchandises, mais aussi contre les bdti¬ 
ments frangais: 

Nous avons ordonnt et ordonnons ce qui suit 

(1) Les fonds provenants des rentes des marchandises 
amSricaines qui ont ttt effectives jusqu'd ce jour, et dont 
le montant avail ttt mis en dtpdt & la caisse d'amortisse- 
ment, seront transports au trtsor public. 

(2) Les marchandises amtricaines qui sont mis sous 
le stquestre seront mists en rente, et les fonds en provenants 
versts au trtsor public. 

(3) Les bdtiments amtricains sur le soit desquels il 
n'avait point ttt statud jusqu'd ce jour, seront tgalement 
mis en rente et les fonds en provenants versts au trtsor 
public. 

(4) Attendu que Vacte des Etats-Unis du ler mars, 
1809, ns contient aucune disposition contre les tquipages 
do nos bdtiments, voulant toujours traiter les Etats-Unis 
aussi favorablement qu'il est possible, et n’usant qu'd 
regret du droit de reprisaille d leur tgard, nous entendons 
que les tquipages des bdtiments amtricains entrts dans 
nos ports no soient point considtrts comme prisonniers, 
mais soient envoyts dans leur patrie. 

(5) Les dispositions ci-dessus seront executtes d Vtgard 
de tons les bdtiments amtricains entrts ct stquestrts dans 
nos ports depuis le 20 mars 1809, jusqu’au ler mai de la 
prtsentc annte 1810, date de Vacte par lequel les Etats- 
Unis ont revoqut acini du ler mars, 1809. 

(0) A Vavenir et jusqu’au ler novembre prochain, 
tvoaue fixte par la lettre de notre ministre des rtlations 
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exterieures au plenipotentiaire des Etats-Unis pour la 
revocation de nos decrets de Berlin et de Milan (dans 
le cas oil les conditions itablies dans la dite lettre seraient 
rempties), les navires americains pourront entrer dans 
nos ports; mais leur dichargement ne pourra avoir lieu, 
a moins qu’ils ne soient munis d!une license signee de 
noire main, gue sur un rapport fait en conseil de com¬ 
merce, constatant qu’ils n’ont pas ete denationalises par 
leur soumission aux arrets du conseil Britannique, et 
qu’ils n’ont point contrevenu a nos decrets de Berlin et 
de Milan. 

En noire palais de Trianon, le 5 aoitt, 1810. 

(Signe) Napoleon 

JULY 

Madame R6camier has closed her salon for the present. 
Most of the adherents of the Bonapartists are in the 
deepest mourning. Surely it is the least they can do, 
considering the Emperor picked most of them out of 
the mud and made them rich and noble. Joseph Bona¬ 
parte seems to have saved an immense fortune; he is 
living in luxury in America. Some of those wretched 
Murats are also there. 

JULY 

As Frances has been presented at Court, mamma now 
takes her to balls, &c. It is very trying for her. I am 
glad to say Frances is far prettier than I thought she 
would be, and I am very proud to have such a pretty 
sister. I do hope she will make a good marriage and 
not have to go back to America. We have to go to 
some waters for mamma's rheumatism. I think Aix-en- 
Savoi will be the place decided on. The baths are good 
but primitive. It is near Geneva. Also we have 
relations in the neighbourhood. 

AUGUST 1: AIX-EN-SAVOI 

We are comfortably installed here in a little villa they 
supply us with. Both mamma and myself are taking a cure 
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for rheumatism. Father only remained a few days to 
see us settled and then went to Geneva; it is so close. 
He is staying with the Navilles. This is a beautiful 
country but very hot. The Lac du Bourget is about a 
mile from here. I have hired a boat and take Frances 
out fishing with me. It is such a rest after Paris. We 
have some friends from Geneva; the de Sellons from 
Allaman are also here. The Monastery of Hautecombe 
is on the other side of the lake. It is the burial-place 
of the Dukes of Savoy and their families; and they 
also used to live in a part of the monastery. There is a 
long terrace on it about ten to twenty feet above the 
lake. The story is that the ladies of the House of Savoy 
used to fish from this terrace, that there were men in 
boats below who placed live fish on their hooks and 
then gave a little jerk—much to the delight of the ladies, 
who thought they were fine fisherwomen. My arm is 
much better; I can raise it quite high already. Very 
much troubled by flies, which sting. The grapes are 
ripe, and we pay fifty centimes to go into a vineyard 
and eat as many as we like. 

OCTOBER 

Aix did mamma good, and now we are installed for the 
winter. Father fears there will be poor results re Indem¬ 
nity from France. He says the Ministry play with him 
and are continually changing their tactics. He really 
thinks he ought to return to America and enter into 
more active life. He likes his life here; it all suits him, 
but he feels he is wasting time. He is continually being 
urged to enter public life again in America; he will 
not, I think. The whole system of political life in 
America has undergone a change, and he feels it will be 
most distasteful to him. 

NOVEMBER 10 

Poor Albertine de Broglie is in great trouble as she has 
lost her baby—fortunately, the youngest one. I have 
191 
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;o relieve mamma, taking Frances to balls, &c. Madame 
3. returns to-day. 

NOVEMBER 12 

3all at the Palais Royale. Frances looked lovely and 
?as very much admired; she danced every dance. I 
ove to see her enjoying herself. Of course, Madame 
le Boigne had to say something disagreeable to mamma. 
Looking at Frances, who was dancing with La Roche- 
oucauld, she said, “ I see you have brought your daughter 
ip h VAnglaise.” “No, a, l’Americaine,” said mamma, 
rith a strong stare at the opposite wall. Bravo, mamma I 
told father when we arrived home; he laughed, which 
s rare for him. Frances says she will not marry any 
nan who does not propose to her personally and not to 
Ler parents. She says she is not an object of barter, 
consider her a most advanced young woman. A serious 
ow with Madame S. May it be the end, but I doubt it. 


iOVEMBER 26 

i *ather has been much vexed by some letters from Mr. 
idams, who is now Secretary of State. It is all on 
ceount of the seizure of a French ship called the Apollon 
l the St. Mary’s River on the Spanish side, for evading 
navigation laws. Father thinks it is a high-banded 
ction and unjustifiable. He has taken his own line 
nth the French Government in entire opposition to 
• Adams. What amazed Mr. Adams was that father 
Tote llim that he considered his argument of the 
ase> as a . s own > n °t worth a straw. At times 
e certainly is an extraordinary contradiction. Un- 
o^btedly father has far superior talent to Mr. Adams, 

ww e M ayi J lg I ^ atter as a cat does a mouse. 
^^Mthough he never admits it, I am certain feels 
^oss mjustice and prejudice that shuts 
^^W n ^ le 4 PreS1 - de,1Cy t0 Mm sim Ply because he 
bom m Amenta. Although he tries to disguise 
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it, he has a strong belief in the superiority of European 
intellect. He looks upon the American-born politicians 
as a lot of rough colts who want breaking in. Not one 
of them has had the early training that he has—brought 
up, as he was, among the flower of intellectual men. The 
Americans have great intellect and brains but they are 
untrained. What can be expected of them? 

DECEMBER 25 

Christmas again. We are having a large party for 
Frances. Already three fathers have appeared in orthodox 
costume to formally demand her hand for their respective 
sons. She will have none of them. The Duchesse de 
Broglie has pressed one suit, but Frances is obstinate. 
I tell her she must not be too particular. 

DECEMBER 26 

Everything went off very well. Now that Frances has 
grown up we have put aside fooling, but really it is not 
half as amusing. Our cousins the Gallatins are giving 
a Twelfth-Night party for Frances. 

DECEMBER 31 

I have been counting up my money for my etrennes 
to-morrow. I will have exactly 150 left after all the 
servants are tipped. It is a bad custom. Mamma 
always has a nest-egg, so I will have to draw on her. 
Good-bye, Old Year. Off to an old-fashioned rSveillon. 
Dear old diary! Much as I have confidence in your 
discretion, I will not record where I am going or who my 
companions are to be. 

JANUARY 1, 1822 

We are quite worn out with all the duties we have had to 
perform. The long time we are kept standing at Court 
is most trying. The King paid marked attention to 
father yesterday, so did Monsieur. The Duchesse d’An- 
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gouleme, who on many occasions has noticed Frances, 
asked if it was true that she was fiancee. 

To-night a ball at the Palais Royale.. 

Monsieur de Richelieu looks very ill. He is still pur¬ 
sued by the Queen of Sweden, it is really too absurd; 
she makes him as well as herself the laughing-stock of 
Paris. We are bidden to a reception at Madame Re- 
camier’s for the 10th. Madame Bonaparte arrives in a 
few days. 

JANUARY 11 

A delightful evening at Madame Recamier’s. The 
funniest sight was the Queen of Sweden; she was dressed 
in a most extraordinary manner—I never saw a person so 
absolutely out of place; she looks more fit to be behind 
the counter of a tallow-chandler’s than in a salon. We 
have had some very nice Americans here lately. A Mr. 
Ogle-Taylor and Mr. Livingstone, both men of education 
and polished manners; the latter was very anxious for 
me to go to Italy with him, but I could not be spared. 

JANUARY 12 

Madame Bonaparte dined with us yesterday, she is 
really more brilliant than ever, a little embittered perhaps, 
particularly against the Catons, they are her bete noire 
for the moment. Her sister-in-law, Mrs. Robert Patterson, 
nee Caton, came in for her full share. It seems that the 
Duke of Wellington writes to her every week, and there 
is much scandal about their relationship. 

Father has told Madame Bonaparte there will always be 
a convert for her at our table. We were all rather 
astonished at this, for he does not often show such marked 
hospitality, particularly to Americans. He feels very 
sorry for her, and thinks she has been badly treated; 
that she is a woman of brilliant intellect, but that her 
troubles have quite ruined what might have been a most 
delightful personage, as well as a power. 

194 
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JANUARY 13 

Fine skating in the Bois de Boulogne to-day. I took 
Frances; she got on wonderfully well as she had learned 
to skate in America when she was a child. She looked 
very lovely, mamma dresses her so well. With the exer¬ 
cise of skating she had the most brilliant colour in her 
cheeks. One horrible old woman went up to her and 
rubbed her cheeks with her pocket-handkerchief, saying, 
(t Tiens, ce n’est pas du rouge” I think some of the 
French ladies were shocked that mamma was not with us. 
Princesse Galitzin had kindly offered to chaperone Frances. 
It is really too absurd that now she is grown up she is 
not allowed to drive alone with me; it is not that either 
mamma or father object, but it would be considered 
quite wrong, the argument being that everybody did 
not know that I was her brother. In fact, I cannot walk 
with her alone, without one of our footmen following. 

A very fine ball at the Carillion-Latours. I very much 
pitied poor mamma, she had to sit waiting for Frances 
until the early hours of the morning. 

JANUARY 14 

The King has been failing very fast; they say for the 
moment he is very much better. A ball at Court on the 
16th. In fact, I do not think there is a single night that we 
are not engaged till Lent. Madame Bonaparte takes 
great interest in Frances, and says with her beauty she 
ought to make a great marriage. I fear the latter has 
but little ambition. 

JANUARY 15 

Mr. Crawford is urging father to return to America, as he 
wants him to use his influence for the vote of the State 
of Pennsylvania for the Presidency. Father has not the 
slightest intention of doing so, and does not think Craw¬ 
ford has the slightest chance. The President wishes 
father to remain in Paris and he willin ly agrees to this. 
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In fact, I think he wants to hold himself aloof from 
politics ’ in America. He often talks of building a fine 
house in New Geneva; he already has a small brick one 
there. I cannot understand this new idea of his: to wish 
to bury himself in the wilds of Western Virginia; .to take 
poor mamma there after the life she has led. in Paris. She 
detests the country; of course we never disagree with 
him or contradict anything he says. I think it may be 
sentiment. He pictures New Geneva as a new Eldorado. 
Of course Frances will marry. So will I. He cannot ex¬ 
pect me to live in idleness in the backwoods of America. 
Practically he and mamma are to be quite alone. Albert 
may stop with them, but I doubt it. I had an odd letter 
from him yesterday. He evidently is in some entangle¬ 
ment with a farmer’s daughter; he begs me not to mention 
it to anybody. It is so strange that he always liked low 
company. It is a great pity, I think, that father did not 
send him to Geneva to be educated. The people he 
mixes with are of the lowest class, totally without educa¬ 
tion or manners. I cannot understand where he inherits 
his low tastes from, certainly not from father’s family; 
nor have I ever heard of a Nicholson who was not a gentle¬ 
man. Albert has a brain, in fact in his way is very clever. 
I fear now it’s too late to make any change in him. 

JANUARY 16 

I took Madame de R. into supper last night at the Russian 
Embassy. She is very witty and does not hesitate to 
express her opinion in the most clear terms a mauvaise 
langue . I am rather afraid of her. During our con¬ 
versation I asked her if she knew the reason why Madame 
X. had such success: the very best people fighting for 
invitations to her entertainments, although she had 
neither beauty nor wit, was really dull and vulgar. 

There you are wrong,” she answered. “She has much 
more than wit or beauty, tact. When I dine or sup with 
ha*, she puts my reigning amani on my right and the one 
tor 
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I hope to succeed him on my left. What does a woman 
want more ? Now do you wonder at her success ? ” 

FRIDAY 

Mrs. Robert Patterson dined with us on Thursday; she is 
really beautiful and has a wonderful charm of manner. 
Her one topic of conversation is the Duke of Wellington. 
They say he allows her 100,000 francs a year; at least 
so says Madame Bonaparte. Her jewels are very fine. 
Madame B. says they are mostly imitation, but I think 
it is a case of sour grapes. 

JANUARY 18 

Father has refused the office of President of the Bank of 
the United States, which was kindly offered to him. 
He has the fixed idea in his head to lead an absolutely 
retired life when he returns to America. I can hardly 
credit it and think it is but a passing fancy. Monsieur 
de Lafayette, Pozzo di Borgo, all beg him to remain in 
Paris. 


JANUARY 20 

I took Frances to a ball at the Gay de Lussacs’ last night, 
mamma was not well. She had written to the Comtesse 
de Gallatin if she would chaperone Frances. On our 
arrival I could not find any of the Gallatin family, and 
really did not know what to do—at 12 o’clock the 
Countess appeared. It seems that they had a bad 
accident, one of the horses having fallen, dragging the 
other one with it and overturning the coach; one of her 
daughters was badly cut on the neck and face. She made 
all haste, after her daughter had been attended to, to come 
to the ball, on account of Frances—it was most kind of her. 
I would not allow her to stop late as I know she must be 
anxious to get home, so we retired at 1 o’clock. 
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JANUARY 21 

Skating all day; it is an exercise I love. Had a bad fall 
with Katinka Galitzin, and am sorry to say that the blade 
of my skate tore her coat and cut her arm. After her 
mother had bound it up, she insisted on returning to the 
*ce and skated until dark. If the frost holds we are 
going to have a grand fete de nuit on the ice in a couple of 
days; the Due and Duchesse d’Orl^ans have promised 
to be present; a quite will be made for charity. 

JANUARY 22 

Louise, of kitten fame, gave birth to a fine boy yesterday. 
I am the parrain and Frances the marraine. Mamma 
oes not approve but father does. Of course we asked 
him first and mamma never goes against his will. 

JANUARY 24, 1822 

The frost held; in fact it is freezing still. The file de 
nuit was a grand success. It was beautifully arranged 
on the Petit Lac. Wreaths and wreaths of lanterns 
made it quite light enough to see everything and every¬ 
body. Sledges in every shape and form hung with 
lanterns. Some with most grotesque heads. The Due 
and Duchesse d’OrlSans and the Due de Chartres arrived 
at 9 o’clock. They were conducted to a raised plat¬ 
form on which was a species of divan covered with fine 
fur rugs. All fashionable Paris was there as it was a 
novelty. I was on the committee of arrangement. We 
had hired some Swedish skaters to give a performance in 
costume, which they did at 10.30. We had a retraite au 
lanterne, over six hundred joined in it; everybody had a 
stick with a Chinese lantern on it. Some of the men had 
poles of wood about two feet from each shoulder with 
anterns on each end. There were fifty men two by two 
holding bentwood frames with lanthorns, two fine mili- 
ry bands played, and, for the retraite y we had the Corps 
he Chasse from Compiegne and Fontainebleau. The 
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royalties retired at 11.30. A most successful fete. 
The proceeds collected amounted to about 7000 francs. 
I forgot to mention we had coloured fires burning at 
intervals: red, green and yellow. All the way from the 
Petit Lac, at an interval of four feet apart, were stationed 
soldiers holding blazing torches to light the way, this 
extended as far as the Champs Elysees. 

JANUARY 25 

I was so tired this morning, and stiff from skating. Father 
had some writing for me to do. I took it over to a table 
in a window in his room. I made a brave start but I 
suppose I was overcome with fatigue and the warmth 
of the room combined. I was awakened by the sound of 
the gong for dejeuner. I found a cushion had been 
placed under my head. Father stood by me smiling, 
and said, “I hope you had a good sleep, my petit vaurien.” 
I made every excuse, but he only laughingly said, “ Come 
to breakfast, and finish your writing this afternoon.” 

JANUARY 27 

Mamma called me into her boudoir this morning; she 
said she wished to have a serious conversation with me. 
She began by asking why I had not written to my aunt, 
Mrs. Montgomery, in America; that I had neglected her 
terribly, &c. &c. Now as I had never written to this 
respected lady in my life, I was at a loss for an answer. 
By degrees it all came out. It seems that Mrs. Montgom¬ 
ery is rich, has no heir; mamma thought I might stand 
a chance. I at once consented to do so. I wrote a letter 
in a burlesque style. Knowing Mrs. M. to be a violent 
republican, I abused and ridiculed everything that had 
to do with a republic; that I hoped Americans would 
come to their senses and have a king; that I hoped 
that I never would be obliged to return to the land of 
the free. I showed the letter to mamma. After reading 
it she stamped her foot, a bad sign, and threw the letter 
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I had taken so much pains with into the fire. I don’t 
think she will ever ask me to write another. I hate 
humbug and don’t want anybody’s money. 

JANUARY 29 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte dined with us yesterday, as 
well as her sister, Mrs. Robert Patterson. Mathieu de la 
Rochefoucauld, the Alfieris and several others. Madame 
B. was as usual brilliant, and kept the whole table alive 
with her witticisms. Pozzo di Borgo, who was also one of 
the guests, said, “ Really, Madame Bonaparte, you should 
have been a man: you would have been a diplomatist.” 

FEBRUARY 1 

Very serious trouble I fear is brewing for me with Madame 
S. If this diary falls into the hands of any young man 
beginning his career, may I warn him never to have an 
intrigue with a married woman. 

Off to Fontainebleau to hunt to-morrow. 

FEBRUARY 3 

We had a poor day, as it had frozen hard in the night. 
I stuck one pig, quite a youngster, who squealed like a 
baby. A very large party. The usual “curee.” Nothing 
very much to record. I had to leave early, this morning, 
as I knew there would be business for me to attend to for 
father. 

FEBRUARY 5 

The King is now entirely in the power of Madame du 
Cayla;* he does nothing without asking her advice. There 
has been a great deal of intriguing about the post of 
Archbishop of Paris. Monsieur du Quellon, I believe, 
will be appointed, he is very young for such a post. 

* Zoe Talon, Comtesse du Cayla, bom 1784, died 1850, daughter of 
a secre t agent employed before the Restoration. Mistress of Louis 
XV 111, whom die dominated. 
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FEBRUARY 7 

Mr. Astor has been pressing father to accept the Presi¬ 
dency of the United States Bank, but he will not hear of it. 
He had rather a disagreeable experience to-day. Some 
most extraordinary Americans called. The rule is for 
them simply to write their names and addresses, but they 
insisted upon seeing father. He received them with 
great civility, but the moment they commenced to speak 
I gauged what sort of people they were. They did not 
request father to present them at Court, but absolutely 
demanded it as a right. Now he has made it a rule not 
to present anybody unless they hold some distinguished 
position in their own country. These people were abso¬ 
lutely impossible. Father quietly but firmly said, “I 
regret not being able to present you/' They demanded 
the reason why in the most insolent manner. Father 
rang the bell, and when the footman appeared simply 
said, “Show these gentlemen to the door.” They 
commenced to use the most disgraceful language. I 
with the help of Mr. Sheldon insisted upon their leaving. 
Father with a bow left the room by another door. It is 
really dreadful he should be subjected to such indignity. 
He has now given an order that in future nobody is to be 
ushered into his presence without first being interviewed 
by Mr. Sheldon or myself. 

FEBRUARY 12 

There seem to be internal troubles all over France. Mon¬ 
sieur is suspected of starting the agitation. They say 
the Due d’Origans is also stirring up discontent. 

I do not even intend looking at the Carnival this year, 
much less taking part in it. I suppose I have sown about 
one-half or, say, three-quarters of my wild oats. I am 
glad that father and I are on the best of terms, and I am 
quite convinced we always will be. Madame Bonaparte 
dines here continually; she is certainly a most delightful 
and entertaining person. I rarely hear her say an ill- 
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i her husband; she certainly has reason in that quart* 
fter the treatment she has received at his hands, 

EBRUARY 13 

father had a private audience of the King to-day. 
.ccompanied him as I always do. To our amazemei 
rhen we were ushered into the presence, Madame c 
}ayla was present and did not retire; she seems to ho 
Absolute sway over him. He actually appealed to h 
or her opinion on matters political which she certain 
Lad no knowledge of. 

driving home father expressed his disgust, and sa 
t was high time he abdicated if he was governed by 
voman. It has always been the same thing with tl 
lourbons; in their old age some intriguing woman h; 
governed them. 

Very cold: if the frost holds we will have skating t 
norrow. 

FEBRUARY 15 

[ have been skating the last two days on the Petit Lac.. 
FEBRUARY 17 

Katinka Galitzin was married to-day to Caumont 
Force. The contract for the marriage was signed la 
night. A great crush, splendid corbeille de mariag 
Ihe family jewels, which are those of the Due de la Fore 
magnificent. There were two ceremonies, a Russi* 
one in the Chapel of the Embassy, and the Catholic oi 
at St. Pierre de Challiot. I was present at both. I w 
miss her very much as we were really such good friend 
I will always have a soft spot in my heart for her. 
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utsgraceiui. lie moves under tne absolute sway of JLad 
^onyngham. I was weak enough last night to allow myse 
o be dragged off to a supper. I am glad to say I wa 
>ored and returned home early. I t hink father was rathe 
hocked when he was told that Pozzo di Borgo was on th 
Committee of “ Crockfords,” but Russians are all bor 
[amblers. It seems that immense fortunes change hand 
Lightly at this establishment, which is in St. James 1 
Street, opposite Mr. White’s. The man who started i 
las already realized a large fortune. Some of the heav 
gamblers wear large straw hats, pulled well over thei 
iye s: this is to conceal their features so that no one can sc 
heir expression when they are winning or losing. Than 
jrod, I have not the slightest temptation to gamble- 
d>out my one and only virtue. Here in Paris play is nc 
jo very high, and is not indulged in by the higher class* 
;o any very great extent. Lent is here, which meai 
priet and plenty of leisure. I am now studying bankiu 
systems, both English, American and French. The Ales 
mder Barings come to us to-morrow for a week. The 
ire both so charming. It is a great pleasure for mamm 
to have Mrs. Baring as she is an American and so sympj 
thetic. He and father are always engaged in financh 
questions in which they are both absorbed. 

MAY 18* 

The Due de Richelieu has been looking very ill, 1 
died suddenly yesterday. He had come from Versailh 
bo Paris the day before. His sister was with hir 
Several doctors were called in, but without avail. E 
died gently in his sleep. Father is much distressed i 
he had the highest opinion of him, of his wonderf 
honesty, and of his devotion to France. 


"he Queen of Sweden is making herself quite ridiculou 
"he Due only spoke to her twice in his life. She h 
ven been to the King with her lamentations. 

[AY 30 

"he Due d’Angoul&ne is the only member of the Roy 
'amily who seems to show any regret. It is disgustin 
s he gave his life to his country. 

have had my own troubles lately—result, a boy whic 
ither in his large-minded manner has provided fc 
ladame S. is to live in Switzerland, her husband hi 
epudiated her. Was there ever such a father as mine 
le has never mentioned the matter to me but, after 1 
.ad arranged everything, last night on retiring to n 
oom, I found a letter on my table. It was couched : 
he kindest terms. He informed me he had settle 
verything, and that the subject would never be me: 
ioned by him, that mamma was in total ignorance of i 
xod bless him! 

[he question of the navigation with the United Stab 
Las been discussed in the Chamber. Father is not qui 
atisfied. Monsieur de Chateaubriand seems to igno: 
verything. He has not even answered our notes latel; 
t is really very exasperating. Nearly six years waste* 

TJNE 2 

Ne have organized a new form of amusement; at least tl 
lay de Lussacs promulgated the idea. We drive out i 
>t. Germain leaving Paris about 5 o'clock. A picnic di] 
ler at the Pavilion Henri Quatre, then dancing, singin 
fee., until 10.30, then a drive home by moonlight. Sever 
>f Frances’ friends. Mamma took two very nice America 
prls, Misses Thorne, the Gallatins, and their daughter 
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iel now as free as the air, since 1 have got nd of Madam 
it may be ingratitude, but I always feel so ashame 
E myself. I believe most of the French mamma 
sfused at first to join the St. Germain parties, but 
elieve before long we will have many more joinin 
s. My miniature is very good and I have given i 
d mamma, 

CJNE 3 

ust after dejeuner to-day we heard a great noise in tl 
ervants 5 quarters. As it continued mamma rang an 
donsieur Caron the maitre d’hotel appeared, crimson i 
ace. He begged that I would be allowed to come dow 
nd see what had happened: the spectacle that met m 
yes when I reached the kitchen is indescribable. Po( 
damie Kitty, the nigger cook, had made some waffh 
r dejeuner; one of the footmen, out of sheer mischie 
Lad taken the remainder of the paste, and with the aid < 
wo of the kitchen wenches, who had held Mamie, the 
Lad smeared her head and face with the white homin 
>aste and had sprinkled flour over it, turning her into 
vhite woman. She lost her temper and when she was fr< 
nade a dash for him and literally had torn his cloth< 
)ff. There he was, clothed as he came into the worL 
standing behind a large table, while Mamie was tryii 
;o belabour him with a rolling-pin. The moment I spol 
:o her she dropped the pin and went on her knees ar 
Degan saying, “Oh Jesus forgive a poor nigger.” If 
aad not been so pathetic I would have laughed, 
seemed to sober all the servants who were assemble 
[ told her to get up, and taking her by the hand took h 
straight upstairs to mamma. The poor old dear w 


1 the rest of the day. Father will interview all tho: 
ho took part to-morrow and will see that the delinquen 
:e punished. I felt so sorry for her as she kept repeatin, 
I am only a poor old nigger and God made me blad 
am a miserable old sinner.” 

JNE 4 

luch to our surprise Monsieur and Madame d’Osmou 
ave bidden us to dinner for the 10th. Mamma is quii 
urried, as she says she has worn all her frocks out ar 
le has no time to have one arranged. Father gave h< 
ve hundred francs and said, “ Get yourself and Frances tl 
nest ‘war paint 9 that that can purchase.” The your 
lotman was very contrite and begged not to be dismisses 
'ather told him he must apologize to Mamie Kitty ar 
eg her pardon before all the servants, and that he wou] 
e present—the footman, George by name, did so, and tl 
oor old woman threw her arms around his neck ar 
ave him two ringing kisses: I think he was sufficient] 
unished. 

ONE 5 

d the opera last night I spied a charming and mysteriou 
>oMng lady in a frilled beignoir . Every time I look* 
t her she put up her fan, but I saw her peeping betwee 
he sticks. I waited at the finish close to the exit of h 
ige; she made the slightest sign to me, the very slightes 
or me to follow her. In the crowd I saw her put her hai 
►ehind her back. I edged near to her and saw there wi 
• piece of paper in it; watched my opportunity, ar 
overing her hand took it. As soon as I got the cham 
. opened the little three-cornered note, only a fe 
ines “28 rue Boissy d’Anglas—minuit demain I a: 
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- nad a batch oi letters to copy this morning which kej 
ne very busy. Mr. Crawford is still writing to fath( 
^egging him to come home, on account of the election: 
:he latter says if he does so he will be again drawn ini 
political life, which is undesirable. I am thinking < 
;o-night and wondering. I met some of my intvnu 
;his afternoon, but thought it wiser not to mention m 
idventure to them. I am dining at the Cafe Angla 
vith Guy de Montesquieu and the lady he protects. Wi 
ook in at the opera to while away the time till mi< 
light. 

rUNE 6 

[ am disgusted with myself. On the tiptoe of expectatic 
[ arrived at No. 28. All was darkness. I waited for 
:ew moments, when the small door of the porte-coche: 
ipened and a hand beckoned me in. The moment tl 
door closed there was a brilliant light, two footmen i 
the hall, and I saw several other cloaks and hats: tl 
mystery was soon solved, tout bonnement —a gamblir 
house. I was ushered into a superb salon, the rati 
if dice assailed my ear and my charmer stepped forwar 
to greet me. I might have known, as the police are s 
down on maisons de jeu at present. Not a soul I ha 
ever seen before: that struck me as quite extraordinary 
I must be getting old! No more aventures galanti 
seem to come in my way. I did not play and soon retiree 
evidently much to the disgust of my hostess. 

JUNE 10 

We have been very quiet for the last few days. To-da 
is the dinner at the Osmonds’. Albertine de Brogli 
came to dejeuner to-day to eat American food. I do nc 
f-Vnnlr qTip tWIIv pjtTftd for it. hut was too oolite to sav s< 


must acknowledge the dinner at the Osmonds was super 
STe were forty and the fine fleur of society. Madar 
e Boigne in her own house is an excellent hostess, 
scorted a very pretty woman to dinner—a Comtes 
'habot: she had passed much of her life in England ai 
>nged to go back there to live, which is rare for 
renchwoman. Lady Westmoreland, a handsome Lac 
'ane, the English Ambassador, a son of the Countess 
utherland, whom I met at Coppet, I think it was in 181 
iter dinner, which lasted three mortal hours, we retire 
) the ball-room. There was a raised estrade , ai 
lalibran sang. I went rather late to the Spanii 
Imbassy. Father was too tired to go. A great crowd* 
le “Nuncio” as usual. 

[JNE 14 

?e had one of our jaunts to St. Cloud yesterday, a mui 
irger company and most enjoyable. 

ONE 15 

ery hot, I sat at Tortoni’s until supper-time eating ic 
reams, which I really think made me hotter. 

CJNE £0 

■ catastrophe this morning: poor mamma sprained h 
nkle and will not be able to move for at least a mont 
ter feet are very small, and as she is short she wears vei 
igh heels not being quite as light as she was her ankl 
asily turn. Countess de Gallatin called to-day. SI 
1 up some little plays and wants to enlist Franc 

nd myself in her company. Father gave his permissic 
>r Frances. I have never acted, but am going to s< 
rhat I can do. I am cast for a little play called “Z 


Jur nrst rehearsal to-day. 1 tear we all laughed so muc 
;hat little progress was made. I have to kiss two of th 
prls—my daughters. This we did not rehearse. 

rUNE 24 

Second rehearsal to-day. It went much better as no 1 
ve have some idea of our roles. There is no dout 
ather intends going home soon. I will be glad in on 
vay, but very sorry to leave my beloved Paris. Puysggu 
md Montesquieu misbehaved so much to-day at rehearse 
;hat Madame de Gallatin threatened to get substitute 
or them—they both are very funny. 

rUNE 25 

reception at the Palais Royal to-night and a Cour 
)ali on the 29th. How sick I am of these entertainments 
tVe have a dinner-party to-morrow. Mamma has ; 
wheeled chair, so can be present. The invitations wer 
aunched before her accident. 

Vtormornsen had six more kittens to-day, father un 
mown. Glorious weather. I drove father for the firs 
;ime in my curricle to-day. He enjoyed it very much 
le and I dine at the English Embassy on Wednesday 
Mamma has begged to be excused. 

reJNE 26 

rhe reception at the Palais Royal was far more amusini 
;han I thought it would be: a great many Englisl 
riends that the Orleans family had made in England. I 
jnded in a dance. 

TJNE 28 

)ur dinner was a great success. It was for the Osmonds 
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very grand bail at the luiiieries. 1 enjoyed it aithou^ 
was very fatigued, having rehearsed for four mort 
ours. 

[JLY 2 

very long and stately dinner at the English Er 
assy. Mr. and Mrs. Baring were of the guests. Ne 
olitan singers in the garden, sang during dinner. Som 
mes I feel I never want to dine out again. Why c 
eople want to meet together to eat ? 

DLY 4 

ather received as usual all the Americans in Paris to-da 
11 sorts and all kinds—a motley crew. Buffet in tl 
arden. I will go to bed early. 

CJLY 6 

)ur last rehearsal to-night—some people are coming so ; 
o give us confidence. Very warm—Frances very excite 
lamina is a little nervous about her acting when si 
annot be present. Father has promised to take h 
ot only to-night but to-morrow as well. I am afra 
e will be bored. 

ULY 8 

dl went off capitally. In the first play Frances looke 
svely and really acted so well. I saw father laughin 
was indeed a warrior bold. My six young ladies we 
ne more charming than the other, unfortunately I w; 
aade up as an old man—that seemed to put the 
uite at their ease. Puysegur drank too muc 
hampagne and forgot every word of his r61e, but I don 
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VIost people are leaving Paris now. Mamma’s so muc 
>etter that she drives out to St. Cloud and St. Germaii 
lardly any entertaining. The Court is at St. Clouc 
rhe Duchesse d’Angouleme loves it, but nothing will indue 
ler to go to Versailles. I am not surprised—the memorie 
vould be terrible for her. The King is worse. Madam 
lu Cayla absolutely rules him with a rod of iron. Albei 
las had measles, but is well again. My aunt Few wen 
md fetched him to her home in Baltimore and nursed hin 
Mamma is still a little anxious about him. It takes s 
ong to get an answer to a letter. 


fULY 14 

’ntolerably hot. I have been to the baths in the Sein 
ill day trying to keep cool. Our garden is nice wit 
lome shady trees. 


rULY 16 

lave been trying to read in the garden, but the com 
)ination of flies and the heat was too much for me, s 
larkened my room and went to sleep. After suppe 
namma allowed me to take Frances for a drive—we ha< 
,o return post-haste as there was every indication of 
riolent thunderstorm. We only just got in in time 
[t is an extraordinary thing but the only fear I have eve 
een father show is that of lightning. He was waitin 
mxiously on the perron for our return. He had had som 
eather beds brought into the centre drawing-room 
II windows were closed and the shutters shut. He in 
isted on mamma going in and there we sat for thre 
aortal hours, stifling. It certainly was one of the wors 


[amma and Frances leave to-day for Fontameblea 
Len they go to the de Lussacs' (she was an American a] 
1 old friend of mamma's), afterwards to pay some vis: 
1 the Loire. I stop with father. My arm has be 
jry painful lately. I must have it examined again. 

JLY 20 

ur old nigger, Mamie, is quite well again, the chef 
>ing for a holiday and she is going to cook for us— 
e will be quite alone she will not have too much wo 
> do. 

JLY 23 

sill this horrible heat; I can do nothing. I feel like 
rung out dish-cloth. . . . 

JLY 25 

little cooler. Have been putting all father's proo 
his pamphlet in order and correcting them for hii 
do not know how he manages it. He is always cool ar 
Jm and serene. His is indeed a blessed nature. 

JLY 26 

o our astonishment Monsieur de Lafayette appear* 
st evening, full of mystery. He asked for hospitalit; 
hich father was only too pleased to extend to hir 
is baggage consisted of a large roll of green canvas tie 
ith a thick cord. He is very funny. 

JLY 30 

reat heat again. Monsieur Lafayette still here. E 
ily goes out at night. He is plotting something. Not 
^il in Paris, and those who are here do not show then 


Some annoying news from America: I sincerely hop 
? ather is not going to be dragged into politics agaii 
He is not so strong as he was, but his brain seems to b 
iven more active. 

AUGUST 6 

Nothing to record. Absolute monotony. Everythin 
it a standstill. I am getting so fat. Mamie Kitt; 
f eeds us on all sorts of fattening things. 

iUGUST 8 

Monsieur de Lafayette left hurriedly to-day. Abou 
L0.30 this evening two mysterious noisy men sent in a not 
;o father. He received them alone: what transpire* 
[ do not know, but he seemed greatly annoyed. . . . 

AUGUST 9 

Father sent this morning his confidential servant to Mi 
Parker’s to try and get Monsieur de Lafayette’s address 
He evidently wishes to warn him of some impending 
langer. 

AUGUST 11 

[ could have had an awnture galante , but it is too hot. 
AUGUST 13 

[ had a bad attack of indigestion, am dieting on peaches— 
;hey are so plentiful now after the abnormal hot weather 

AUGUST 17 

Horrible nettlerash. I cannot get any sleep, sent for th< 
Dhysician; he says it was caused by the peaches. He hai 
put me on milk and barley-water. 
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Ordered some new surtouts for the autumn, tour pa] 
antaloons and three silk vests—one striped the othe 
ith flowers. 

UGUST 

mother shock. Lord Castlereagh that was, now Lo: 
ondonderry, committed suicide on the 12th at Nor 
!ray. He seemed perfectly well: dressing for breakfas 
e cut an artery in his arm; there was no reason f 
ich an act, political or otherwise. They say there 
ereditary madness in the family. Father had the grea 
st respect for him. He had always been just in all 1 
ealings, so large-minded, and his word was to be depend* 
pon. 

Se remain in Paris all the summer, mamma and Franc 
re paying visits in the country. . . . 

EPTEMBER 15: CHATEAU DU ROSEY ROLE 
‘ather insists upon my coming here. He put it on tl 
lea that he wanted me to attend to some business 
reneva for him, but I know he thought I was dull alo] 
rith him. I did not like leaving him, but as he has Mo 
leur de Lafayette and several other friends I consente 
t is lovely here and I am very glad to be with my cousin 
Tiey make me feel more like a dwarf than ever, they a 
o colossal. They have planned a trip to Chamoun 
>r me. Adrian Naville is to be of the party—we a: 
oing in a few days. 

EPTEMBER 17 

?e went yesterday to Allaman and slept at the chatea 
iy cousins the de Sellons were so glad to see us; the 
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lave a son* with an enormous head, and one daught< 
vho is very handsome. Another sister of Monsieur d 
Sellon's is the Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre, whoi 
e see so much of in Paris. 

SEPTEMBER 19: CHAMOUNIX 

We started early yesterday morning, a glorious da? 
Mules met us and we reached here by the Tfrte Noil 
Pass. A most beautiful road. Only one guide. . 
/ery famous one who has made the ascent of Mont Blar 
;leven times. His name is Jacques Balmat. To-da 
ve have been to the Mer de Glace, a rather fine but dirt 
Racier. We remain here till Friday. 

SEPTEMBER £0 

We have made several more ascents of moderate moui 
;ains. My cousins are far more keen on finding som 
ihamoix to shoot. We saw several; they are very difficu] 
;o approach and I only secured two. I am going to hav 
me of the heads stuffed as a trophy. The inn is ver 
nodest, good beds, and the food very eatable but simple 
n fact, we are always ravenous, the air gives such splendi 
ippetite. Very few tourists. Some English, who seer 
,o be doing the ascents more as a task than a pleasure 
French honeymoon couple who are most amusing 
rhey seem to imagine they are quite alone here. 

SEPTEMBER GENEVA 

; left Chamounix with great regret. The Navilles ir 
listed on our paying them a visit of a few days. I hav 
>een to see my cousins the Diodatis. Lord Byron occr 
>ied the villa for several years and wrote several of hi 
>oems there. They tell many funny stories and some ver, 


le posted here to-day from Geneva and are stoppj 
ie night. Such a truly hearty welcome from the 
roglies and Auguste de Stael. The Duchesse de Luyi 
id Monsieur Rocca* are here. It seems so strange to 
this house and no Madame de Stael. Every time 
>or opens I expect to see her enter. We leave i 
orrow for Du Rosey. 

2PTEMBER 26 

large shooting party arranged in the Jura to-morro 
ackeock is the principal game. We start at dayligl 
inch is about 3 o’clock. 

IPTEMBER 28 

delightful day and really quite a large bag. Twent 
?ht blackcock, sixteen miscellaneous birds, four foxc 
venteen hares, two rats. A picnic-luncheon and mo 
ampagne than was good for us; this was in my honou 

IPTEMBER 29 

leave to-morrow for Saconnex to pay a visit to tl 
ides; my friend Jules writes to me to be discreet, tha 
is like a bird in a cage when at home. I will leave hei 
th regret, but I must be making my way back to Pari 
‘eel it is my duty. 

PTEMBER 30 

onsieur Du Rosey and his sons accompanied me part c 
5 way and Eugene and Jules de Budg met me and drov 
ere. Jules confided in me that they were going to hav 
totiw m my honour, adding “ Mais les jeunes filles n 
it pm mime decolletees” He is incorrigible. After a: 
en supper and a most genuinely hearty welcom 


Ihe soiree alter all was very amusing. Notwithstandm 
the jeunes filles wore bright spencers they were so pei 
fectly natural and so thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
They have far more liberty than French girls. I thin 
[ must take to myself a Swiss wife I 

3CTOBER 7: DIJON 

After a really charming visit I left Saconnex, slept on 
night in Geneva. What delicious Burgundy is obtainabl 
tiere! It is such a delicate wine that transport change 
the flavour. I have a very pleasant travelling coin 
panion who is on his way to the Embassy in Paris; h 
lias been at Berne and has risen a step—his name i 
Cornwallis. He has not borrowed any money from m 
is yet, so I believe he is genuine. 

DCTOBER 14: PARIS 

After several halts, arrived last night. Father very well 
He was pleased to see me back. I found plenty of worl 
to do, and have been hard at it all day. Matters politica 
n America are anything but satisfactory. Unles 
:here is some radical change, I hope we will not return 
Albert has written that the new house is in process o 
ouilding. As there is no architect to superintend it ! 
’ear it will be a strange building. Father has sent ou 
marble mantel-pieces, &c. I dare not say so, but rathe 
)ut of place in Western Virginia. I told how in Geneva 
ill his relations hoped he would return there and settli 
lown. When I told him this there was a wistful lool 
n his eyes. 

3CTOBER 16 

We can do so little now as the Government is entirely 


bsolutely no work to do, always the same life her 
can hardly realize we have been here for six years, 
ave quite made up my mind not to remain with anoth 
[inister. I feel I ought to be “up and doing'' ar 
Lake a career for myself. 

CTOBER 19 

have persuaded father to take a good rest, and he hi 
msented. Having remained in Paris all summer he 
>oking very white and tired. To my great pleasure ] 
roposed that we (he and I) should go to Bourg and s< 
le fine Palace of Jacques Coeur—this has been a pleasu 
>ng postponed. 

CTOBER 20 

ife are going in our own coach. I have to-day se< 
bout the relays of horses. Father takes his man Carde 
nd I take Lucien. It is a good four days' journey. 

CTOBER 25 

t has indeed repaid us to come here. I never realizi 
hat Renaissance architecture was, and what a wo 
erful man was Coeur—almost a magician. His orig 
i hardly known—but at one time the richest man 
'ranee, until Charles VII stripped him of his fortu: 
> carry on his wars against the English, then by wi 
f gratitude threw him into a prison on a trumped-i 
barge of poisoning Agnes Sorel, the former's mistres 
le was absolved of this charge. Went to the East ai 
lade another fortune. One of his daughters married 
^enthene, their daughter Agnes a Tudert, and Sari 
bidert a Gallatin, our direct ancestor. 


iffronTO qjr 


mch of interest. The auberge is very clean—good be< 
nd food. The place is absolutely a city of the dea 
go to bed at 10 o’clock. 

OCTOBER £7 

Ve have made a few excursions in the environs to-day- 
: is not a very pretty country. I have not seen a sing 
retty woman—how do the men exist? 

OCTOBER £8 

Ve are leaving for Paris to-morrow by an entirely differei 
oute which he has mapped out. I have thorough 
njoyed this quiet time with him, he is always interestii 
nd I know that I can always learn something fro 
im which improves me. For the first time, he hi 
aentioned his first wife to me. She evidently was tl 
eal love of his life. They were only married a fe 
aonths when she died. Now I understand why 1 
fishes to return to Western Virginia: she died and w; 
•uried there. I do not think he has ever mentione 
Ler name to mamma. Her memory is a sort of sacre 
ult to him. It seems there was no doctor within read 
ie dared not leave her, and she died in great sufferir 
a his arms. 

NOVEMBER 4 

Jack again and settled down to work. Mamma an 
^ranees returned this morning. They have been a 
he summer on the Loire paying visits. Frances lool 
o well. Mamma’s temper is slightly uncertain—h< 
rst remark to me was: “How your hair has falle 
ut.” “Let me look at your teeth; they’re goin 
oo.” I replied with a Chesterfieldian bow, “We a 


hat will put her m a good humour. It is wonderl 
hat a soothing effect the prospect of a new frock h 
pon the female mind. They will sell their very so 
>r a new bonnet. 

OVEMBER 6 

le were much surprised this morning in receiving j 
Lvitation from the Duchesse de Berri for a soiree intfo 
l her apartments in the Tuilleries on the 8th. Tt 
the first invitation she has honoured us with sin 
le death of the Duke. 

OVEMBEK, 8 

7e dined at the English Embassy yesterday—a ve 
^rge company. The Marquis and Marquise d'Osmond 
ley have just returned from London where he has he 
le post of French Ambassador for a long time. The 
ere some rather odd stories about Madame d’Osmon 
ladame de Boigne, their daughter, has taken a lar, 
[6tel in the Rue Bonaparte. Her mother and fath 
re to live with her, not that she needs a chaperon 
he Duchesse de Courland was another of the guest 
le renewed her attentions to father; I suppose th 
le must now know that Pozzo di Borgo hoaxed he 
sat next such a pretty English girl; she was so brig' 
nd cheerful. I believe she is a niece or daughter 
ord Clanricarde. Another charming girl was a Mi 
Idwards, daughter of Lord Somebody, whose name 
id not catch. She took a great fancy to Frances ai 
died to be allowed to call to see her. Mamma told h 
le would be delighted to receive her. 
he gardens of the embassy are beautiful. T1 
lotel* is in the Faubourg St. Honore, and the gardei 


alter the Revolution. Why is it so many Eng 
have those rabbit teeth. ? it quite spoils their 

NOVEMBER 9 

The soiree at the Duchesse de Berries was 
She had a band of Neapolitan singers and 
costume, a great novelty for Paris. The 
d’Angoul&me was present and was more unbe 
I have ever seen her before. I do not thinl 
approved of the sans jagon style of the ent( 
Neither the Due nor Monsieur were present. Th 
de Berri has grown fat, but has improved in 
She is very loud, was dressed abominably ar 
her figure. Many lovers are assigned to her, l 
believe half I hear. The Due and Duchesse 
were both present, all was over at 1 o’clock, 
until midnight, when supper was served. Th 
so very dirty, it has not been cleaned for yea 
the Royal Family are all moving to St. Clou 
Tuilleries is to be entirely cleansed. I am 
not healthy. 

NOVEMBER 10 

I am seriously thinking of going in for the ] 
Service. Commencing as I have at such an 
I have already acquired some useful knowledg 
hopes that a regular Diplomatic Service will be 
in America the same as in other countries. I: 
I believe I would always be employed by the Gc 
Some relations sent mamma some live terr 
Baltimore. Frances and I took out two into ■ 
and tried to make them race—Frances’s won. 
to cheer them up after their long sea voyage. 


XTrtt7T?TV/rRT7T? 10 
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Hr is making me some coats and j 
latest fashion. I must either eat less 
hone belt. Alfred is in despair; he 
takes all tin* soul out of Ins creations. L 
and has confessed to me this time it is 
and the husband has found everyth!] 
has discovered an old nigger cook, i 
and has promptly engaged her. Simpl; 
Maryland chicken, buckwheat cakes 
1 eat much of this fare, no whalebone 
in bounds and the great Alfred will eo 

NOVEMBER *10 

There are extraordinary stories, more c 

immense sums that Madame du (\vlu 
the poor King. Sosthhne de la Roehef 
some say is still, her lover; lie has ej 
her disgraceful intrigues against the ( 
Due de Richelieu had the greatest < 
and did not disguise it. The last scandal < 
do tie. Queen of Sweden, is that when 
Rirlaeliett went into the country she folio 
at nil the anhrrgrn that In* did. What h 
is that Bernadotte allowed her to In 
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imw fallen violent! 

her behaviour in 

is an extremely i 
known iih the ham 

NOVKMHKIl 30, lb 

This I fear will In 
Fnris; m far m I 
Virginia this titin 
ehange it will be, 
m«% at the age iif mi 
different from tint 
amt exeitemeut, 
hut sometimes I iY 
age of twenty-five, 
ureuatomed to sin 
routine of enjoy m 
right that l will 
glut I to soft l<* t|t ti 
Naturally with hi 

some good jm.Mttiol 
to taka nit* into hi 
seems to oling to i 

nrohiihilitv we we 
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Tried on four pairs pantaloons and 
Alfred is pleased that I am thinner. 
Father seems mueh disgusted by m 
He has not told me what it is, but l 
with the Presidential Flection. Mr. 
me a very friendly letter, asking me 
with regard to father, and hinting t 
new Cabinet would be found for him 
returned. I do not think this is cjuil 
both opposed in political opinions am 
parties. I eatmoi gunge his reas< 
know in his heart of hearts he has a 
of father\s ability. I have not mei 
of the letter to father and will aiisw 
mitting myself in any way. I fully 
that it is quite useless to remain hen 
wasted. Any one ran till tin* post 50 
nothing to do. Father is deeply o 
some pamphlet, ami so absorbed is 
really believe he forgets he is in Fran 

DECEMBER <1 

Our poor old nigger, Mamie, had a 
lower limbs are paralysed. The dot 
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Princess (this is Frances), a good fairy 
a naughty boy (myself), a Prince and 
of all siy.es. I have borrowed all sorts 
&e., from the property man at the op 

in her element with the dresses, 

DECEMBER 8 

First rehearsal to-day. Mamie Kitty h 

use of one leg the guilty footman 1 n 

with a large buiieh of violets. The Fre 

hearted, lie Haiti to me* *' Eitrllrntr, t 
** 

Skating again, but 1 liave not been out 
DECEMBER i 

Father had a long talk with me this n 
quite derided to return in the spring b 
new house will be eompleted and we vvil 
i will not remain there long. 

DECEMBER 10 

Have been skating nil day. Bright m 

cold, Katiuka < hmmont la Force as r 
She seems very happy* 

DECEMBER It 

No time now except for rehearsal the j 
so 1 have offered n prb/e to the one who 
mttef for ten minutes at it time. \*u tut 
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irh a pretty jxmine. The dancing mi.stre.ss of t 
>era is teaching them. They are to he poudrees. 
ill be nil “milk and water,” but pretty. Many of r 
ifittest ions have been scouted with horror. The or 
‘rson who bucks me up at all is Voxzo di Borgo. ] 
,ys: “Main pourquoi past ” lie does not kn< 
amnia. 

KOKMBER 1« 

Kitting all the morning. A thaw has set in. A ventui 
one Frenchman was boldly pushing one of the sledj! 
ith his fiancee in it, when crack went, the ice and in th 
cut, only about two foot of water. Both shrieked “aaxm 
iitH." We sensibly unsworn! “walk to the bank 
'hen they did manage to climb tip, they were reeeiv 
t* their respective mammas and papas, hugged ai 
ttbraced as if they had escaped a great danger. 

KCKMBKH lit 

bliged to go to ft reception at the Spanish Embaas 
«ther insisted upon my accompanying him. A gre 
owd, 'flic Orleans family were present. Talleyrai 
oked like an old rat. 1 hate the sight of him. 

KCF.MBRR «I 

id her has just had an official note that Monsieur < 
lontmoreney has resigned from his post of Minister 
treiirn Affairs and that Monsieur de VillMe is to kc< 
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DECEMBER 28 

All is now ready and our last rehearsal 
to-night. This morning Madame de Boi 
Duchesse d’Orleans had intimated to her 
like to see our little play. Of course fat] 
in person and apologized on the score that 
the little entertainment worthy of their R 
Begged they would honour him with 
They are all coming. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The pavane and fairy-tale were really 
far surpassed what I had expected. T 
in the play were a great novelty. They 
small fairies, which I had trained. W1 
peared riding a wee white donkey led bj 
led off the applause, which was very 1 
did look lovely and acted so well. Af 
the Due and Duchesse and Mademoise 
fire-place and we (the actors) all dSfil 
Their congratulations were very hearty. 


DECEMBER 26 

We had a quiet Christmas dinner—some 
that mamma had invited. 


DECEMBER 28 

T -nromised to p*o to a snnnpr to soo i 
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KCRMIIKH 80 

"'(“nt with mamma to-day in a common coach. To-d 
ic took all her New Year offerings to some poor Amo 
ms. She is so truly kind. Hampers of food, elotln 
e. &<\ She did not even forget the children, and hi 
'.vs for them all. Francos has a cold or would have go 
ith us. I dread a tedious dinner at the de la ltoeli 
ueaulds'. All of us are bidden. 

tNPAHY i, Win 

have been too busy to write a line in my diar 
he usual Court, rfrjilr on New Year's Day. The Kii 
oking very ill and did not seem to take any intere 
anything. Madame du Cayla triumphant, by his sid 
seemed such a strange thing, as if she were his wil 
'o dined with Pozzo di Borgo at the Embassy; nearly i 
ussians, a Monsieur Narishkin, the greatest noble 
ttssia, hut who bears no title, his card is simply “Naris 
a.” It is very strange', but Russians are only sen 
vilized. Perfect manners, external polish—the mome 
toy have just a little too much to drink, the savaj 
tines out. Very true the saying is, “Scratch the Itussii 
id find the Tartar.” Such a round of calls for the Ne 
ear commencing at the Palais Royale, all the Dipl 
atie ( orps, &c.~it took us the whole day. 

lNPAKY 5 

have had a sore throat and not able to go out for the la 
iree days. Disquieting letters from Albert in Amcrie 
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She had made an appointment for me t 
room after all was quiet in the house. I 
in a large flowered damask dressing-gow 
old froek of mamma's) and sallied fort 
All went well. I found the room; the do 
ajar. Entering I looked it, the key sna 
in the lock. Horror of horrors! No o 
exit.. Too high for me tit jump out of tin 
were at our wits' end; quoi fairvt After 
I deeided on a plan Madame de E. was to 1 
the door the moment she heard the Herv, 
the morning. I was to lie perdu. She, 
was opened, to go to her sister’s room wl 
floor ithoee, taking the servant, with her. 
until I emerged from the room. I sat 
heads looking out of four doors, nothing 
to make a holt for it, which I did; I do 
recognized me. As soon as I reached my 
the fire and burnt my dressing-gown as tl 
he identified. I am now waiting events 
off to the chase. 

JANUARY 15 

Last evening at dinner Monsieur de Chan 
asked, " Who has a red and green damask d 
nobody responded. Tour tin Earn said, 
certainly have seen one," still no ans 
de Castries turned to me and said, “ Whn 
dressing-gown?" I blandly answered 
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gentlemen to retire and to put on thei 
and to defile before the ladies.” This 
turned to the salon . Shouts of lauj 
Comte de Laval appeared in a dressinj 
green and red stripes. He is the brothe 
Brissae; she instantly said, “That is noi 
large flowers of red, green and gold 
Castries instantly said, “You know : 
pattern than anybody else, so it must 
your room that I saw the gentleman em 
this morning.” Madame de B. answ 
respect my age.” This was received 
laughter. 

JANUARY 16 

Paris, arrived home late this afternoon , 
with all haste to take mamma and Frai 
at the Palais Roy ale. Father had int< 
pany them, but he has had a cold. Ka 
declared itself—it is a boy. 

JANUARY 18 

The concert very fine. Grande toilette . 
Diplomatique; a host of English; the Coi 
whom I had met at Coppet in 1815. S] 
at once and was most gracious saying, 1 
call you Cupid.” Father has bidden ] 
her to dinner for the 26th. Also the D 
d’Orl6ans and Mademoiselle. He has 1 
out a list of the people whom I think w 
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for** we started. Letters from Albert not aatisfactor 
am Kiting to-morrow to consult Alfred about n 
stume for the 2t>th. It is very late and I have ju 
d'died drafting some dispatches to Mr. Rush. TR 
•re laid out on my table where I found them on n 
turn from the opera. Mile Pavier looked with favo 
ton me. I will send her some flowers to-morrow. 

iNt'ARY ‘M 

•ut Mile Favier some flowers, cost, me 20 fram 
ddett in them a little “could l would she” billet-doi 
will await results. 

tNTAUY it 

o an over as yet. I will go to the opera to-night; t 
darning. Father is disgusted with the childish 1 
iviour of the French Ministry. If they would oi 
vo a ileeideil answer one way or the other, he woi 
ten know the position he stood in. Still no answer 
iv nnte. Last night she did not even look at me. 
mis thrown away. 

VNl'ARY H 

H our guests have accepted for the 2!>th. The F 
pprove.l the li t. In fact. 1 believe lie never alters ( 
*nt hv an Ambassador or Minister of a foreign Row 
tr are having u tented room built over the gard 
»r the music. 
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8 oYlork and the Or 1 fa Hi always ntop \ 
tine de Broglie hits just offered the luun 

janfahy n 

Father hm just put his veto on imr \mn\ 
plate so kindly offered. Hr dislikes an 

or pretenor in tiny way* Mamma is si 
went this afternoon iind parted with n 
mill literally laid some flowers nt tf 
She was nt litnne and formed me me 
explained how I was sit unfed and wifi 
hedged me not to apologize hut to rot 
next night. The hints whs well spent 
not hut feel sorry for the Bnnapiirtbfs, 
reeognr/ed. Even their showy titles i 
them. There is u son of the Emperor* 11 
his mother was n Foie, He is quite yn 
lad, and is being well brought tip. One 
the 2tltlt is the Fmmtess de Flttltttttf, 
Her son was the lover of Quern Ilort 
I amis Bonaparte* King of ItoUnnd. S 
Fliiliittti, The old Madame de Fliihiiilt 
Bothelo, mid is n very grand dame, 
finest in Paris after the King's four I 
tip behind. She looks tike n mtiiii 
Father sent for me this afternoon to 
patehes for him in post-haste, 1 do litij 
to he drawn into polifini! life again. 1 
eently to mamma* "So Kntiuka’* rhild j 
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aold is not a very large one. . Chevet is doing the mai 
part of the cooking. Our Russian glass is very fine; it w£ 
i present to father from the Tsar Alexander. Ml] 
Favier was more than gracious. I will see more of he: 

rANUARY 27 

rhe banquet was very fine, and marked by great simplicit 
n comparison with those at the Russian, Spanish, an 
English Embassies. The Orleans did not leave unt 
ifter midnight. 

Ml the heads of the Corps Diplomatique were present wit 
;heir ladies. The Marchioness of Stafford wore very mag 
lifieent, superb jewels. She is so absolutely simple an 
maffected, but such a great lady. The dinner ws 
ixcellent. Music just loud enough. Mamma radian 
rhe Due d’Orleans speaks such perfect English and as sb 
rad the English Ambassador on her left she was quil 
it her ease. Monsieur de Lafayette, who is well receive 
it the Palais Royale, was present. The Due d’Orlear 
expressed great regret to both father and to mamma tha 
we were returning to America. Father has only applie 
’or six months’ leave and will await the turn of event: 
Albert is most anxious for him to see the new home, whic 
ras cost far more than father had estimated. 

rANUARY 29 

is this is our last Carnival I am going to try to amus 
nyself, but I have not much heart for it. I frankly ow; 
[ dread returning to America. I have no friends of my owj 

_ j. 1. • * __!xl. il A 
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nee held, and in everything they do, show their bac 
reeding. She says that there is not one of the Em 
eror’s sisters who has not one or more illegitimate chil 
ren and that they seem to glory in it instead of thinking 
!; a disgrace. It seems last evening she was at tb 
tussian Embassy when the Due d’Orleans was an 
tounced. She at once tried to withdraw, but he met her a 
e door and made her a low bow saying, “Bon soil 
5 rinoesseP I am certain she was flattered or she would no 
Lave repeated it. A dear old American woman calle< 
,o-day; she has a great desire to see the King at clos 
quarters. Father was so impressed by her simplicit 
md sincerity that he is going to arrange for her to be i 
me of the rooms his Majesty passes through. She i 
“rom the West and told father she had actually see 
:he Dauphin there (Louis XVII), that he had been brougl 
ip by some Indians who had turned Christian. Fath< 
vas much interested as she described the clothes he ha 
vorn when he came to America. All of the finest quality 
that he himself could not remember anything beyou 
i prison, a mob and a very beautiful mother—also gre* 
grief. If he is not the Dauphin (which father doubt 
lie must be the child of some great noble who was guilL 
tined during the French revolution. Still it is interestin, 
The Duchesse d'Angoul^me is convinced that her broth 
is still alive. Father thought perhaps of introducir 
this woman to her presence, but on maturer thougl 
hinks it would perhaps be unwise to open fresh wound 
His belief is that this child may be the son of the Di 
de Bo rbon, or some other Bourbon. 
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is to fall in love with her. She is the 
of Madame Reubel, who was the great fi 
Bonaparte when she was a girl. Ther 
years’ difference in their ages, as ML 
horn when her mother was fifty-two ; 
have something to look forward to as 1 

FEBRUARY 5 

All the Corps Diplomatique have called u 
their regret at our departure. I really 
all sincere. Father with his great simpl 
his sincerity, has won nil hearts. I do n 
has an evil thought.. 

Mamma and Frances had a most, deli 
with the Duehesse d’Angoulfhne yestf 
She received them in her boudoir ah: 
ceremony; expressed her regret tha 
leaving and said many flattering thin 
retired she drew Frances to her and kis 
cheeks. Boor woman, she has always It 
of her own. 

FEBRUARY 7 

I am going to make an ass of myself a' 
have been drawn info going with some 1 
in a ear. I go to-morrow to Compit'gne 
one night only. 
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Ic goes alone. That ('omtos.se de Boigne is irrepressil 
:ie had (he audacity to ask mamma at the Span 
unbnssy last night if her jewels were real. I cam 
nderstand a woman of her birth and education being 
bsolutely tactless. I think mamma must have giv 
er a decided answer. 

KBRUAllY 15 

ull ('arnival. I am beginning to enjoy it. We ha 
rranged a car-- also various suppers. A masked b 
>-night at. the opera. I am going to escort Mile 
upper at the Maison DorCe. 

EBRtJARY 17 

ur a great success. Representing a "Horn of Plenty 
e were all most carefully disguised, ttrtt dime# ns well, 
nsterous slipper. F.njin -the last for me, so I w 
ijoy it though I have not got quite the zest and entra 
' a couple of years since. 

KBRUARY 10 

<linner of farewell to-night at the Due dc Perm 
unez, the Spanish Ambassador's. To-morrow the Bar< 
iueent entertains us. I will have to manage to get t 
xly ns there is a ball at the opera and we have a supper- 
>is time ties danm du monde. 


•1BRRARY m 

:»-night. Shrove Tuesday—our last supper, our la: 
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Fraiim liiitl mi r\rrllritf propo-mi for 

limn uf gutnl family, well **Sl» \r., lull 

him tmier* Father \\ouhl imt think < 

for her, 

MARCH 4 

I think we nil begin imtt to mili/r wha 
to leave Flirts. Mamma wu * try iug 
our arrival in Amerion. Hit ^hter. 

has very kiii«lt> §*lnee«l hrr rottnfn 

York nt our tlhjimnl. Fat hrr will h 
Wfiahiftgtofi mill to CtriirUi, I lull I 
tilt limit i* tin! nut il flint %rrfrliril 
Mutuum ttrftitilh hurst into teur* w hn 
for tin* future. She lino n*nv iiektmv 
he hard for her fu hme l^nri-o Of < 
Ft mill before futlirr; \%v tirvrr di 4re 
avoided, 

MARCH U 

Ah nitnt hh Lriif i * oirr w e begin oi 
f Hill Ilillkilig out flir |i 4 so flint we 1 

body l»y forgetting them, Mamma 
for her to order niiy mure frorh* ft 

Fruiter* in they will turn* tn» n|»jn»ff ntii 

Al'lUL HI 

Raster bring over mr nrr beginning to 

jinrkinic hm tiifntd> mtmnruerd. 
Inn til lien I the 1 V«tw k lit father* § 
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pirn. 20 

t, 11 .HO we wore received privately by the Kir 
'onderful to relate, Madame du Cayla was not preset 
oth Monsieur and the Due d’AngoulCme were. T 
'ing seemed overcome, expressed deep regret at partii 
ith father. Mamma and Frances were then admitt 
id took a formal farewell of him. Both Monsie 
!id the Due d’AngouHhne accompanied father ai 
uunnia to the door of the ante-chamber and express 
wish that they would return to Paris. The D 
'Aumont then escorted us to the apartments of t 
►uehesse d’AngouRme. Half-way he handed us ov 
i the care of the Duchesse do Serent and the Vieoni 
e Montmorency. Mamma and Frances were reeeiv 
rat - after they retired, father and myself were inti 
need. The Duehesse was most unbending and express 
■grot, but the hope of seeing father again. She hand 
im a sealed packet, begging him to take great care of 
^'e then retired and to our amazement found a Roj 
arriage had been ordered to take us home; a seco 
no followed with a gentleman and a lady of the Oou 
'his was a very great compliment—as it was only 
iformal leave-taking. To-morrow we go to the Pah 
loyale to take leave. To-night I am going to the ope 
ith a heavy heart, there to take a loving farewell of 
in ladies who have shown me much kindness. I cann 
(fun! to offer them a supper, I only wish I could. 
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goulfhne handed to him. It enutuiu. 
of letters addressed to lit* r from Auter 
who imagine they art* tho Dauphin 11, 
from others who state that flu* poor rhil 

their rare, A note from her hogging full 
the matter If lit* possihlv nun im it D t 
her lift* if her brother D itlhe to ho n 
Of eourae father will do alt ho nun hut ho 

on thr matter am! four* flint w irked p 
to prey on her feelings with u view of tit, 

APRIL ii 

Count lV/fco t!r liorgo has heen kirn 
breakfasted with us to-day. Hr hr*mg 
li pretty bracelet. Alexander iluiuhold 
eoitie to dinner to-tnorrnw for u lint fart 
111 Iluee* sent liir< regrets, hnf he h rosifi 
with rheumatism, Hr sent mamma 
flowers. 

Alt is cjnite settled and me sail for A 

Father is mueh vexed that he has waste 

on so futile u iiiimioin He has in plain 
Monsieur de Chateaubriand that Fran 
her policy if she wishes to retain the frinu 

MAY 10 

We leave on the Mill. I regret purlin 
kind friends the dr Itruglies in par 
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nature that nothing upsets, is quite serene and happ 
now. Madame Bonaparte has really shown deep feelin 
at parting with us. I think she is very grateful but sh 
does not allow herself to show too much of her tru 
nature. 

LE HAVRE, ON BOARD “THE PEACOCK 5 ’ 

I am glad that it is over and that the great wrench i 
made. I am writing in my cabin. We sail early to 
morrow morning. Mamma has brought her maid, wh 
will do for Frances and herself. Father has his mar 
Lucien begged so hard to come with me that fathe 
consented. He is a very good lad, and I feel he is a sor 
of link between me and the last seven years of my happ; 
life. I shut my eyes sometimes hoping when I opei 
them to find I am still in the Rue de PUniversite, an< 
that it has all been a horrible dream. The very smell o 
the ship makes me feel ill. The cackling of the chicken 
and the squealing of the pigs adds to the horrors ! 
know I will have to undergo. Lucien is now pea-green 
The weather very fine. Captain Rogers says we wil 
probably have fair winds and that we will make a quid 
passage—I hope so. Frances has just come to me ii 
despair, her two canaries have been forgotten. We haw 
sent a man on shore to see if they can be found. Every 
thing is in such terrible confusion. A couple of th< 
King’s couriers have just arrived with letters from hi; 
Majesty, Monsieur and the Due d’Angoul&me—a mor< 
than gracious act. Canaries found, Frances delighted. 


PART y 


THE SPECIAL MISSION TO ENG 
JULY 1823 —OCTOBER 1827 
JULY 4: NEW YORK 

A horrible day here; the noise of the July 4 
intolerable. I have to rub my eyes to see if 1 
that it is true I am not in the Rue de TUnive 
I regret it. Father is going alone to see the 
in Western Virginia—also to Washington. 11 
and Frances to Baltimore to-morrow. We t 
right in the country at a nice old house wl 
to the Montgomery family. But the differen 
thing; only about three private coaches in £ 
no means of getting about. The streets 
filthy and the heat horrible. I have been r 
night for a long walk. No roads—no path 
realized the absolutely unfinished state of tl 
cities until I returned. The horrible chewing < 
the spitting; all too awful. We have had 
and hospitable reception, but all is so crude. 
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call each other by their Christian names. If I 
a post, no matter how humble, abroad, I 
it with joy. 

JULY 12: BALTIMORE 
The heat is something I did not ever realize, 
few days to some place by the sea. Frances 
her colour. Albert has written me the most 
letter. It seems he compromised himself witl 
daughter. They threatened him with expos 
was weak enough to marry her on May 22 
were at sea. He is afraid to tell father ar 
not to do so. The girl is living with her fai 
not know what to do. Troubles do not c< 
It seems this girl is without education. 

SEPTEMBER 10 

Back again in Baltimore and most thankful, 
place on the Eastern shore of Maryland call 
a wooden shanty to live in, food not so bad b 
to eat like pigs. When we arrived and ss 
was going to be like we commenced to laugh a] 
not stop ourselves. The poor people thougl 
be lunatics. Father has gone to his belov< 
Virginia alone. Albert is there. He is goin 
to us how the beautiful new residence is ] 
They tell me Baltimore is very cheerful in the 
does not look much like it now. Mr. Patter so 
Bonaparte’s father, has kindly invited us 
fortunately the weather is much cooler. Gen 


1823] DIARY OF JAMES GA 
SEPTEMBER 24 

I went this afternoon to Monsieur P 
is the oldest house in Baltimore, h 
gates that he had sent from France, s 
about the interior that I have never i 
I was received by Madame Reubel, 
some. She has a daughter and two i 
Frederic, is the handsomest young ma 
He must be about seventeen. Mile Pas 
I am without doubt in love with he 
lost most of his money. Madame 
to sup with them to-morrow evening 
She wishes to present me to her fath 
Madame Pascault never appears. 

SEPTEMBER 26 

I am quite off my head. Monsieur I 
Marquis de Poleon, is a gentleman 
No wonder his daughter is so well 
me with the most wonderful courtesy- 
gold snuff-box and offered it to me. 
simple but served on beautiful silvei 
the air of the greatest refinement 
self back in France again. I will s 
morrow and beg him to approach M 
with a view of my paying my address 

SEPTEMBER 27 

I have written to father, who is in ]N 
him that I wish, if she consents, to r 
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“fore. He had no idea of Grecian architecture but 
ylr of hi.s own which i.s Iliberno-tcutonic. The outsi< 
like a French barracks with port-hole windows, tl 
side ornamentations like those of a Dutch tavern, : 
mt the French marble ehimncy-pieeos, mirrors ai 
tpers which In 1 sent out are rather out of place. Tl 
orkmen are still there and live and board in wh 
ucien calls “The Chfitean.” The approach to the hou 
hidden by a log-cabin which is occupied by Monsiev 
tadame, Mile and the petits Boufl'6 family. Albo 
ts taken possession of the only parlour in the old bri< 
mse. This young gentleman has four guns, a pointt 
irce boats, two riding horses, and a pet colt smaller tin 
jackass. His wardrobe is distributed about, the parlm 
billiard-table with Albert’s old stockings for pocket 
So, my dear daughter,” he adds, “we will pass t'. 
inter in Baltimore.” This is a respite for us. I a 
“lighted, for this will give me an opportunity for pressii 
y suit with Miss Pascault. I am anxiously awaitii 
ther's answer to my letter. I know it would be wit 

SITKMBRIt «> 

have again called at Mr. Pnseault’s, and was receiv 
lost kindly. I had some conversation with M 
isephine; she is so absolutely gentle and sweet, I a 
•rtain I am not good enough for her. We dine at t 
attersons* again to-morrow. Madame Bonaparte h 
ritten to her father to be most civil to us. Madar 
jiml Mfh* fin* to hi' nf the* m leata. 
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so we are now well off. Mr. Pascault has ai 
married to a Mr. O’Donnell, the son of a riel 
She was married when she was fifteen, a 
before she was sixteen. She is very beaul 
blown rose, but seems to have but little bra 

NOVEMBER 2 

My suit is progressing. Josephine likes 
France. She plays delightfully both the 
spinet. I talk all sorts of nonsense whic 
It has cheered her up as her youth has 
cheerful. 

DECEMBER 6 

All is settled. Mile Pascault has consentei 
and we are to be married early in the New 
and Frances are delighted with her. She 
innocent. Mamma says she is like a 
She is beautiful, there is no doubt about 
Reubel rather astonished me by appearin 
in a bright red wig. It seems she has 
colour to go with her frocks. A Bonapa 
not certainly adopted by the ladies of t 
as I never saw such a thing in Paris, 
is horrible, has not a penny in the worl 
nearly all day, and lives on Monsieur Pa: 
Does not attempt to do any work. His < 
very handsome. A brother of Monsieur 
in a lodge at the gate but nobody ever s 
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SCEMBER 31 

might we all sup with Monsieur Paseault to see t’ 
ew Year in. It is father’s first visit to the house, 
n anxious to see how he treats Reubel. 

.NUARY ‘i. 18M 

lie entertainment at Monsieur I’aseault’s was of t 
eatest eleganee. Father was much pleased and 
itietsl his astonishment at the fine plate, also t 
nudities of family portraits, &e. &e. I fear there 
•mg to bo delay with regard to our marriage. Jot 
lint' is a Catholic, anti that is one thing father is adama 
unit, lit' will not allow (if we have any ehildre 
nit they should he brought up in that religion. 

iNUARY 5 

lit her was forced by his party, but much against 1 
ill, to accept the candidature for the Vita*-President 
[r. Crawford’s stroke of paralysis required anotl 
mdidatc. All this is most annoying. Father does i; 
ish to enter into public life again. When he left Ameri 
:ven years ago, I believe ht' vowed never to return. ] 
is given the best part of his life and all his energies to 1 
lopted country; no one knows better than himself tl 
;* is disliked, but. that they still want to pick his brai 
id make use of him. lie goes to Washington to-nigi 


RBRUARY 18 

had hoped to be married this month, but still this cpi 
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will tu‘ iiuirrirtl In flir Protestant i ‘luir 
flint a wifehi fir^f «lttfy wits to ofttn Iht Ii 

MAY 5 

We tire hitek from our honeymoon inn 

to join poor llliillllilil lit Srw (huu-vii. 
Washington. llir ArrlifiiiJioji ha:* v 

Monsieur Piisrault. 

MAY to 

Tin" Fmteh Minister intimnteit to m t 
important paekage to lirlhrr info one o 

tieeretlifetl servants, As tnieiru w as rrliu 
Washington, fiillirr mmt him for it, Imm 

when 1 f * mini if win whirr sms! to inr, 1 
1 hit’Hint 1 hiehesse tPAngoulfhiie n tuns! 
gilt vpr with their arms on mw ;»i»le ii w 

It wii h more tliiifi ii surprise eon ^Irrtiif, 

tirrll through, on nreount of fltr kt!tg f :§ 
given tin* ii thought. Josephine i'l *!< 1 
Monsieur Pnseatilt wits greutU overeot in* 

I must roit lull fiillirr in wlmt form to , 
We go til ii few itiiys to try fhr sunt house i 
If m all rriitly fur our rereptiou. In nil 

pass the utttiitiirr there, It in getting 
here, 

jrNB h 

It' k......... on. 
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proaching a dangerous spot he blows a horn, 
of my Paris intimex could see us—how i 
would he. Mamma attends to all our pcrsoi 
We have many too many servants. France 
it. "Castle Solitude.” Our greatest friei 
mosquitoes, who certainly keep us compj 
roads all day as he is compiling some wor 
hot for him t.<> go to Washington at present, 
ford is no better. 

HBITKMBKIt 

Josephine and myself return to Baltim 
Monsieur Pascault. is very ailing and they : 
about him. Our home is empty, so I thi; 
will not. suffer too much from the heat, 
rumour about, a mission to France. I dare 
it. When we leave, Frances says she will tal 
It is awful for her. I am certain mamma v 
the winter here. Father will have to be in 
on account of the elections. 

OCTOBKK 15 

Greatly to the relief of us all, greatly to 
Father himself, he has been able to withdi 
candidature of Vice-President. It really 
more than a hope of his party that should 1 
have been elected President his health 
obliged him to withdraw, and father woul 
head of the .State. Of course his birth 
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Merely h square wooden turn j* \vifh tt juio 

The interior iuo4 ordinurj. If .*1111 

Carroll, who railed him a*lf Carroll of < 
tlu* natural ehild of a»mehod\. Thi * 1 f« 
the habit of the Auierieum* of flu* So 

vain ltotj; 4 tog« linn of niiir^r Iuia v h 
ami slaves; but tiibirmblr liotmto, ami I 

untidy maimer. To my n:4tii»i dimriit 1 
no sehutih* in the Sou!hern Static mui thin 

of tilt* better rlttx :4 lm\r to be m*ji! to f 

rd united. Fat her lin t ilrritirtl to retime 
Frances and Albert for tlir winter at \< 
course I 11111 obliged to remain in thilfiim 

DECEMBER mil 

My fatherdndaw h very ill and me nrr n 
duller* Reubet found the air did not ngr< 
has betiiken htitmrtf to New York* mu 
of all. Madame Ifrnbrl {.*•§ 11 delightful 

suffered llineln To be here ill Baltimore 
dependent on Iter friend:-*, tntmf be mo*4 
having lived ut Court nil her life, iitnl 
the Court of Westphalia, where she was 1 
waiting 011 the Queen. Site often de-*e 
splendours of the Fuliier at i V* nd, w 
by the laitidgruvc of Hev.e in iinif lit in 
lliii mm hint it now and 1 believe the w 
fortune iutnet. When she win there 111 
reigned, she says nothing eould riiniil fl 
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tys it will be his last year, and lie wants to have the 
11 around him. I am sorry I will be away from n 
ither and mother, but my duty is by my wife. V 
tpcet our child in the New Year. 

KIHUJAItY 7, 1825 

ly dear wife was safely delivered of a fine boy this mor 
ig. We are going to call him Albert. 

TOIL 15 

lonsieur de Lafayette has arrived and has been receivi 
ith the greatest, enthusiasm. His progress is a triumph 
at*. IIis cause is the emancipation of the Spani; 
olonies and of Greece. Both of which are dear to tl 
carts of Liberals of all nations. When in Paris fath 
•reived the thanks of the Greek Governor for his effor 
a their behalf. Now that T am on the subject it seer 
> unfair that, father was never allowed to accept t 
:der of any kind or to retain any of the superb presen 
mt were given to him- all of which are now in Was' 
igton. All that he did keep was a superb set of gla* 
•me eight hundred pieces, that the Emperor Alexand 
tve him as a purely personal gift. 

’AY 15 

ather has just written to me that I must be presei 
Uniontown to help him receive Lafayette, who 
ung to stay a couple of nights with him at Friendsh 
ill. Bo I am off to-morrow. Josephine is quite w< 
id so happy with her baby. I do not mind leaving he 
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ho has not fallen into some error which has a 
ispioion on their motives. This Mr. Adams franl 
•knowledges in his letter to me. When I read tl 
migraph I could see father’s evident gratificati 
1 the opinion held of him by a political opponent—a 
uit opponent the actual President of the United Stat 
h drifted into reminiscences of Paris. Father’s het 
there and in Geneva, but only stern duty keeps h: 
::re. 

(JGITST 

ather at last acknowledges that he made a mistake 
sibling this house, and that we will never inhabit 
'ter this summer. He has commissioned me to find 
mse in Baltimore for the winter as it is quite ne 
lough to Washington for him in case he is obliged to 
tere. I was much gratified at receiving a bcautil 
Iver bowl from some of my friends in Paris for my sc 
lbertine de Stael sent the most beautiful baby clothi 
he first clothes my boy wore were those of Napolec 
he Queen of Westphalia gave them to Madame Iteul 
hen her boy was born, and she gave them to Josephir 
le still wears the little dressing-gown that was made 1 
ladame Mdre. 

[AY 1840 

cannot realize what has happened. We are actual 
ling to England. Mr. Rufus King’s (our Minister 

ItiHtlfli Kiia KmWn /Iawti TVTrwh imnnrfii 
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he placed in the hands of n very m!i 
whole of the romuHTt'iai questions to h 
The must important are the Norlh-Kas 
Western Boundary questions, AEo ' 
Convent tost which father negotiated in 
find lignin in ISIS to ln:4 ten \ears, 

MAY n 

f urn torn hotli ways, I know I could h 
use to father. It C iiupnsdhle to take 
age mmsa the ocean, m the diseomfr 
where fowl In concerned, art^ so grr*i 

quite milting for me to go* in fuel urges 
will leave the matter entirely in fntJierX 

JENE 7 

It in futility decided I mil to accompany 

for si* months should I hr uuutcd at In 
reasons this U thought to fa* for the 
arrange*! we anil on July t, I inn iloing 
vide for more comfort for the vnjagr. 

hum* fiithrr has stood so many of tli 

crossings «»f the Atlantic. The horrible 
The misery of n gale when we ran bar 
mill the fth.soiute horror *4 of n fog. We ir 

miittlierly course this time, Ifotli father 
Very llilteli ftltmncd. At the lit4 intuit 

tioii was made to hither asking him to U 
to England* It armei she h to titum 
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have seen to the carriages and horses, all jobbed b 
cry fine. 

UGIJST 20 

lie King received us last week and was most gracioi 
ut what a change since I last saw him. He is fi 
cry red in the face and unwieldy. 

BPTEMBER 

s nearly the entire Cabinet had left London, includii 
lr. Canning, father thought it a good opportunity 
ly a visit to Paris. He particularly wished to consi 
oiszo di Borgo on several very important matte) 
e finds that Bonapartism is nearly extinct. He foui 
'onsieur dc Lafayette in a far more peaceful frar 
mind than when he paid his visit to America. I 
Hike to him in the most forcible language of his love 
itty plotting. He seems now to realize that su< 
lings are futile. Ilis one wish now is to see the D 
’Orleans on the throne as a constitutional Monarc 
fear this is in the dim future. Lafayette is strong 
i favour of the Duke's disputing the legitimacy 
ic Due de Bordeaux. We had an interview wi 
lonsieur de ViDlle, who seems much annoyed wi 
ic President's message, particularly with regard 
Ayti. I do not think father gave him much satisfa 
on. A funny incident I must record. When i 
•ossed to Boulogne mamma had to dress on board for 
‘ception at that port, which was being given to Monsie 

V ^.v I***, 4% * 4 * /I A A O 
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■al intention and meaning; that the British Gover: 
ient had ofFered to compromise the matter by paymei 
‘ a sum of money which fell short of our expectation 
ut. that we were nevertheless inclined to accept i 
rineipally on account of the reluctance we felt to troub 
it* Emperor by an appeal, asking from him furth 
qilanution of his decision. Pozzo immediately e 
ressed his wish that we might compromise or othe 
iso adjust the matter without making such an appei 
Inch, particularly ut this time, would be, as-lie though 
itremely inconvenient to the Emperor; and spcakii 
F the Maine Boundary question, with which and i 
ossible consequences he appeared well acquaint© 
e appeared also desirous, though he did not expre 
imsclf as positivt'ly as on that of slaves, that Russ 
mold not be selected as the umpire. I only obscrv< 
tat if there was any inconvenience in being obligi 
> make decisions which might not please both partit 
nit inconvenience was less to Russia than to any oth 
’ower, and that a compensation for it was found in t' 
ilditionnl degree of consideration accruing to the Monari 
1 whom such confidence was placed. All this, howev< 
orroborates what I have stated in my official lett 
.•spoofing an approximation between Russia and Gre 
tritnin, and the disposition of the Emperor to interfe 
•ss than his predecessor in affairs in which he has : 
nmediate interest;. 

The most remarkable change discoverable to Fran 
i the extinction of Bonapartism, both as relates 
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of the hopelessness of any attempt to p] 
at present; and he confines his hopes to 
tation that, after the death of the pri 
of the Dauphin, the Due d’Orleans ^ 
legitimacy of the Duke of Bordeaux 
constitutional King. This is such a dout 
contingency as is not likely to involve I 
difficulties. Mr. de Villele complained 
expressions in the President’s message 
Hayti to have placed herself in a state 
France, as calculated to increase the 
amongst the people of the island at the Is 
He said that he was aware of the obje 
different nature which we had to a recogh 
pendence of Hayti, hut did not see the nec 
the reason alluded to. As I did not w 
think it at all proper to enter into any < 
subject, I answered, as if in jest, “Qu’t 
a une colonie comme le prix de son im 
contraire aux grands principes” I for 
the circumstance to Mr. Brown, and do n< 
the thing had already been complained o 
its being repeated to me—and they v 
first words Mr. de Villele addressed to 
it must have made a deep impression 
Government. This reminds me that I 
communication from a respectable quar 
a few days before the publication of the 
of July last, one of the King’s Ministers 
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t your own communications, I am satisfied that those 
o the British Ministers can have given no offence what- 
ver, and that what they allude to and which has offended 
em is your instructions to Mr. Rush, printed by ordei 
if the Senate, and which have been transmitted both tc 
dr. Canning and to Mr. Huskisson; a circumstance 
>y the by, not very favourable to negotiations still pend* 
ng. That they have no right to complain of what yoi 
vrote to our own Minister is obvious; still, I think th 
act to be so. 

I forgot to mention in my letter of yesterday to th< 
Secretary of State that there is some alarm amongs' 
,he legitimates about a plan of Metternich to change 
he line of succession in Austria, or a plea of the pre 
turned incapacity of the heir presumptive; and that tb 
King of the Netherlands has at last, by his unabated an< 
exclusive attention to business and by his perfect probit; 
md sincerity, so far conquered the prejudices of th 
Belgians as to have become highly respected and almos 
popular amongst them. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Albert Gallatin 

NOVEMBER 14 

Yesterday the Convention of 1818 was renewed an 
signed; a meeting again to-morrow. Mr. King lei 
yesterday. Mr. Lawrence is expected to-day. 

DECEMBER 

Father is anxious that the Emperor of Russia shoul 
act as arbiter on the North-Eastern Boundary questioi 
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been most gracious. She has bidden us 
in January. They say it is a most maj 
and that wonderful state is kept up. 
Devonshire, whom we knew in 1818, has 1 
tive. He is not married and never will. 

the son of the Duke-: that at nearl 

the Duchess had a daughter, the Duke’* 
son—as they were most anxious for an 
were changed. For a long time the dec 
up, but somebody in the end confess* 
was then in possession of the title; as ' 
beloved it was agreed that he should retai 
but that he was never to marry. 

The Barings were most cordial in th 
us. We dine with them on Christmas E 
feel very low in my mind and feel that a 
not have left my dear wife and child, 
ways. It seems to take such an uncons 
receive any news from home. The K 
everywhere with Lady Conyngham. Sc$ 
getting all the money and property that 
children, before the King dies. She wor< 
at Princess Lieven’s all the Crown Sappi 
the King has given them to her. 

DECEMBER 15 

There is not much entertaining. The Kir 
I met Mr. Greville* the other night. H 
Council. I was amused to see him mal 

inn*n I +a1/1 Viitvi T) aw n 
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n.st gracious to father, who likes him very much b' 
.os not think him a very strong man. Lady Wellesh 
,lrs. Hubert Patterson*) has been in London. We dim 
itli her. Of course now site is a very great lady, ai 
ics not forget it. She lias asked me to come to Dubl 
tor < hristiuas. She says I will be much amused 
ublin society and the Viceregal Court. I will certain 
i if there is not too much work here. There is th 
»rrible Irish ( hannel to be considered and the very loi 
urney. Mamma arrives to-morrow. We have 
itertaiu some Americans, there arc a great many 
melon at present. Father has declined to prese 
ty at Court. lie is not resident Minister only a sped 
mbassador. 

ride every day as I fear I am getting fat; Mrs. Barii 
is just (old mamma that she has invited every availat 
ember of the Baring family to her Christmas dinm 
Y are to be the only outsiders. 

KCBMBKR *> 

imbed in at White’s. All intent, on gambling. Wh 
was there a stun of JC.SOOO changed hands. Had soi 
ipper; a thick fog, had to have a link man to she 
e (he way home. 

KCKMHKIl ‘it 

ined at a large Diplomatic dinner at Prince Jules 
olignae’s at the French Embassy; all men—we f 
mu thirty-sis. I was delighted to meet Montmorenc 
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morency and I went for a short time to ^ 
supper late. London unutterably dull 
very happy as she has a perfect riot of chi 
It will be gayer after Christmas, but oi 
Corps Diplomatique. We are booked for 
I was delighted with a long letter from 
All are well and seem very happy. Fa 
to have some sort of reception for the A] 
New Year. We really make quite a s 
using all our old French State liveries— 
fectly fresh. 

DECEMBER 26 

We had a delightful Christmas with the 
are hospitality itself. There are Barings ol 
colours, all sizes—tall ones, short ones, 
ones, but all are so nice and cheerful; th( 
a united family. We played all sorts < 
and became children again. I could not ke< 
from home. Mr. Baring would drink my 
health, this nearly broke me up. 

We have a big reception of Americans o] 

DECEMBER 29 

Driving home late last night near the top 
we heard cries for help. I jumped dow: 
hackney-coach which had been stopped 
Two lonely females were in it. They hi 
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DECEMBER 30 

Humours of u change in the Cabinet, but noth 
The King comes to Buckingham House in 
There is a report that Lord Liverpool is il 
firmed. . . . 

JANUARY 3, 1827 

The “rout” for all of our compatriots last r 
successful as any “rout” can be; to be s< 
sitting in a coach before arriving at the d< 
destination; then to crawl up about three o 
every half-hour; to be stifled and toes tr( 
to make a bow to your hosts; to edge one's > 
the crowd; to drink hot champagne and s< 
down one's back. Then to start one’s j< 
again. If this spells pleasure, then a “rout” 
We indeed take our pleasures oddly, 
“('roekford’s,” the magnificent new gamblir 
James's Street, was opened yesterday. Post: 
I'rince Ksterhazy, the Duke of Wellington, 
&e. &<♦., all belong to it. Uozzo took me un< 
It was very fine. Supper lavish. It is to be 
able gambling resort of the aristocracy. 

JANUARY 0 

The Dtike of York died yesterday quietly s 
arm-chair. This of course puts the Cour 
mournimr. Thev sav he never recoveret 
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ashes! I will have to go to the funeral as fal 
does not permit him to attend such ceremon 

JANUARY 20 

We have had some difficulty with our coa< 
committed an assault outside the Embass 
refuge when they were about to arrest him in t 
Of course no officers of the law can enter a 
Father was informed of the matter. He h 
the facts of the case and absolutely refused 
man up. It has caused a good deal of cor 
and the matter is not yet closed. 

Our visit to Trentham was a great succe 
palace indeed, and such magnificence I hav< 
outside a royal residence, either here, in 
in Russia. Lady Stafford received us in 
dignified and gracious manner. She has £ 
father, I believe, because Madame de Stael 
of him, and she had a cult for her. 
was quite beautiful, looking out on a 
of water. In summer it must be perfectl 
Then it stands empty as all the family come 
don. The reception rooms, state rooms 
beggar description, full of superb works - 
were sixty guests, a large portion of the Cor 
tique and Mr. Canning. Great ceremony 
but the rest of the day we were allowed t( 
as we chose. Horses to ride, coaches of 
our disposal. Dancing and music in the 
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this morning with Frances, the inevitable footman fol 
owing us. Lord Cassillis called to-day with his charm 
Jig wife; she was a daughter of Mr. and Lady Mary Watts 
Lady Mary was brought up in America as she and he 
sister. Lady Cathrine Duer, were the daughters of Lor< 
Stirling. Mamma had known them well. 

FEBRUARY 

There is a Cabinet crisis which has kept everything 
it a standstill very annoying. We dined with th 
Duke of Devonshire yesterday, at his house in Piccadilly 
He is a most gracious host. Snappy Charles Greville 
always asking questions and taking notes, was there 
A book called “Vivian Grey,” published by Colbura 
md immensely puffed, appeared last year. There wen 
nany surmises as to who the author was. Grea 
lames were mentioned and there was much speculatioi 
m the matter. It now turns out to be by a quiti 
mknown youth called Disraeli, a Jew. Greville had th< 
ludacity to say that he knew who the author was fron 
the first. Father thought well of the book. Lady 
Conyngham appears in the depth of mourning for th< 
Duke of York. This causes much amusement. I do no 
think we will remain here much longer. I am mos 
mxious to return home. 

Father is really despondent, everything goes at a snaiTi 
pace. Mr. Adams after promising him an absolutely 
Tee hand is evidently irritated by Mr. Clay's continua 
nterference and also influenced by him. Father look 
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the King keeps for his guests. We were i 
his Majesty, who was lying on a divan—he e 
hold himself up. Lady Conyngham was 
first, but at a nod. from the King, retired, 
as if she had something of a temper. The 
on several political subjects, and for a wondei 
lucidity. He said suddenly, “Canning is 
old woman.” We were bid to sup with the I 
I could see that father could hardly dissemble 
The conversation was boisterous and indec 
after supper, and on a plea of being very fati 
begged leave to retire. He and I went for a ' 
sea. The only remark he made was, “ Ant 
King.” We left in the morning without 
Majesty. 

APRIL 24 

Mr. Canning’s temper has become most un< 
dinner last night father was sitting next to I 
boldt; after dinner, Mr. Canning came up tc 
said, “The opinion universally entertained 
generally in England is that the Governmen 
tocracy—it is not, it is a monarchy.” Both 
Baron Humboldt were much surprised at 
ordinary outburst. They could not explau 
of the gentlemen sitting near, too, heard 
and seemed much astonished. Later on ti 
Wellington had a chair brought and plac 
father and Humboldt. He made himself moi 

Vmt coom acI wnrriftfl abo something. B 
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•ss'um of Parliament, I will uncertain in the course 
ext week whether it is intended that our negotiatio 
iiunld he resumed. Mr. Canning, on the 23rd, ags 
\Strewed great regret that they should have been 
mg interrupted, and intimated his intention of havir 
ithin a few days, a special conversation with me. 

I have the honour, and 

Aliikht Gallatin 

I AY 

'eople are returning to London, and it promises to be 
cry gay season. Already we have several invitatior 
ut we are her<* for too short a time to make really at 
■lends. The Court returns to Buckingham House 
une, but there will not be any Court entertainment 
hieh is a relief. London is looking her best no' 
to Bark is gay with flowers. I ride out to Kew and Ric 
tond in the early morning -before anybody is stirrin 
,ady Kensington has been most kind to mamma at 
ranees. Miss Edwards and the latter are inseparabl 
go sometimes to Holland House, which is very beautifi 

i'NE 

bok Frances to Kew Gardens this afternoon. Flowe 
(id plants beautiful. Dinner at the French Embass 
lad to see some of my old Paris friends. Mr. Cannir 
urn* and more odd in his manner. Lord Goderk 
>ul a long interview with father this morning. 


mil DIARY OF JAMKS CA 

nt flu 1 Duke of Wellington’* Inst ni 
ili ijilny of gold plate. A rout nt 1 
If took me miirtiy one hour In get ft 
hot tom of the stair*. I wir* medge* 
(ireville illiil lilt ilittfirfimh fit! Dimn 
moved step tty step together ami fhi 
Dinner at Devonshire Home to»night 
iltirUlilflttitti House, tint 110 rtif rrlfititf 

Jt?NK U 

Friuiee i ha* jiinf romr in from a walk 
Illllile m gttrvi liftoff! die fitrf flit M 
brought from Amrriei* with te«, 11 

\% heeled rlwir; laid) tMn> ughum nit 
him, The weather int»»lerahl\ Ii*»f, 
home, Alt nrr well. Unity of murk 

Jft tA 

Work, work, work, nothing tint work, * 
preparing draft* of treaty, out) to In 
ones inside. Weather intolerably tio 
when till H signed Hint sealed till* t in 
breathing time. Mamma and Ffiinn 
lei ftiey lire (lining out every night, a 
following. Mrs. {luring h muni ir^bl 
tiinw unit iiint^In on chaperoning Friti 
b tired. 
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hftH been left to ehnnee, every detail lias bee. 
assuring peace for years to come. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to HENRY CL A 

London, Au 

Sih, 

It is now understood that the new Admin 
this country is to be but a continuation of thati 
ning, to act on the same principles, and no n< 
incuts to be made but those that are strictly 
f<ord Goderich is First Lord of the Trua* 
llarrowby, {'resident of the Council, retires 
principally on account of a domestic affliction 
Lunsdowne, Lord Dudley, and the other 
with the exception perhaps of Mr. Ifuskisson 
their respective offices. The Duke of Welli 
resume his place of Commander-in-Chief, but 
seat in the Cabinet, which he could not vvitl 
have accepted, since his fellow-seceders wer< 
Mr. Feel, and this is the greatest loss to the 1 
tion, cannot at this time come in, having so 1 
mitted himself by his solemn declaration that 
for resigning was that he could not make 
Administration at the head of which was a 
Catholic emancipation. 

The places to be filled are: (l) the Prcsid 
Council; and I have not heard who is intcndi 
the Duke of Portland; (2) Colonial Dcpartnu 
by 1/ord Goderich’s promotion; (3) Chancellor 
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lent; and solid, if not showy, talents. Power will 1 
mre divided than under Mr. Canning. I think that tl 
dluenee of Marquis Lansdowne would be greater 
e could he transferred to the Foreign Office. As matte 
ow stand, the great, political questions will be decid< 
y the Cabinet. Mr. Iluskisson will have more weigl 
1 those affecting the finances of the country; he w 
irect almost exclusively (with the exception of the coi 
tiestion) the commercial regulations, whether intern 
r in their connexion with foreign relations. 

There will, therefore, be no change in the policy ■ 
ireat Britain towards us. The question of Colonial inte 
nurse was decided almost entirely by Mr. Iluskisson 
dluenee. He adheres to that decision, and immediate 
efore leaving the country again committed himself : 
fiat, respect by positive assurance to merchants interest 
1 the subject. All the difficulties in renewing the con 
tereiul convention, and the determination not to rene 
unless it might he rescinded at will, also originate 
ith him. He has an undue and not very liberal jealous 
f the increasing navigation of the United States. ] 
flier respects he cannot be said to be hostile to then 
ml he would wish that causes of actual rupture migl 
e removed. 1 have reason to believe that he would 1 
i favour of a satisfactory arrangement on the subjei 
f impressment. 

His views in regard of the country west of the Roclt 
fountains arts on the whole, temperate, and the difl 
iilth ‘1 on tin* suhieet of the North-East Boundary eanni 
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(ui<! I was landed at Annapolis. In one respr 
was a disappointment, and a serious one. I 
much wished to seek you out in your retro, 
nu old and highly valued acquaintance, an 
and hope 1 may add, friendship; to talk ov 
the Old ami New World, their follies and tli 
their present and bygone actors, all of wli 
understands so well as you do, and, what it 
nobody that has crossed my passage in life h 
to me to judge with the same candid imparti 
pleasure of meeting you is, 1 trust, only deferr 
if I live to accomplish my work here, et 
leave the country without an attempt to fi 
ami to draw a little wisdom from the best i 
it may bt* too late for my use in the work I h 
and very much at heart. 

You will probably be surprised at my 
this task at my period of life, and when I an 
own thoughts I urn sometimes surprised m; 
rashness. IVoplc here stare when I tell t! 
listened to the debates in <'ongress on Mr. . 
in 170.1, and seem to think that some antec 
come amongst them out of his grave. The t 
I was tempted by my great anxiety in the 
the extreme pence between our countries, 
circumstance induced my political friends t< 
appointment upon me, and with much hesitati 
solely upon my health and age, I yielded. Ii 
f fti v itttin Ihita Inner T t 
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mi rra miaMr Imir*. I * 
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firm ft* hi»* that I kiiMii n*» 
plain tlntSii ti*. Thr m* \j*• r 
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C orresponclenee between Albert Gallatin ant 
Baring; allowing the state of feeling in Engli 
Ameriea niul the possibilities of the sueeess of 

ALBERT GALLATIN to MESSRS. BARING BI 

Gotten mmo, J 

(iKMTIiEMEK, 

The President of the United States 
eepted on the part of the said States the medu 
by tin* Emperor of Russia* Mr, Bayard and 
been appointed* jointly with Mr. Adams, 
with full powers to treat of peace with such I 
limy he appointed on the part of Great B 
left the United States in the public ship Neptu 
Lloyd .Lines* on May 11, arrived here oi 
instant» and intend to proceed this evening 
on our way to St, Petersburg. 

We are authorized to draw on you for 
and for the contingent expenses of the m 
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•Hi paragraph of this letter, I should wish your Clover 
out to be informed. And we will bo thankful for m 

telligenee eminent ed with our mission whieh yon mi 
sun important and whieh you may feel at liberty 
unmunieute. We sailed with a passport from Ad mil 
arrnt; and whatever may be the result of this inissh 
e feel anxious to return speedily ami safely to Ament 
r e will detain the Ntpimie at St. Petersburg for ill 
irpose, and may want a passport from \oiir U over 
out for her rc*tnrn with ourselves and suite on bom 
is presumable that this will be obtained wit ho 
Hieulty. And will thunk you to make tin* impiii 
td to rnnst\ if neeessury, sneli passport to be forward 
i us at St. Petersburg. 

Aijikiit (Lum.vnx 

ALEXANDER BARING tn ALBERT GALLATIN 

IjOSUhis, July t! 

KAU Silt, 

Tin* letter with whieh you honoured my Inn 
tun Gottenlmrg lias remained for a few tiny s niiiin oven 
>r the purpose of obtaining the information neervai 
> enable tne to make n sutisfuetory reply. 

For the money yoti may require you will please to din 
rafts upon ns or on Amsterdam in any manner \»»u m 
link expedient. .Messrs. Meyer nnd Urnxner. bnnki 
: St. Petersburg* by whom this letter will be eunvry 
* y<m» have our dirertnuis to obey any orders \ on m 
ve them on this snbteef. nre.mmm* lluif iutt u ill orr 
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on tlio dispositions of Government and of 
concerning it , upon which I have good reason t( 
that you may perfectly rely. 

I anticipated the most favourable result 
names which constituted the new eommissio 
confident that we should soon see an end of tl 
war. I was quite sure you would not leave 
without the powers and the disposition to do y 
this essential service, and although the place 
for the negotiation, and the manner in wl 
proposed to conduct it, considerably abated th< 
of the public, 1 never entertained those do 
sincerity of America with which those oil 
inspired others. 

The mediation of Russia was offered, not 
was fairly and frankly accepted. I do m 
America could with any consistency refuse 
the e\es of a European politician it was ele*i 
mi interference could produce no practical b( 
only question now seriously at issue bet wee 
purely of a domestic nature in each country r 
no foreign Government can fairly judge it. 
of the relative rights and duties of Sovereign 
between two great countries, where, own 
recent separation, a distinction between the f 
of their seafaring population becomes almost 
can only exist between (ireat Britain and A 
other country can judge of the various positi 
delicacy and importance to which such a sta 
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neither understanding nor caring for an 
but merely to enable them to wrangle * 
ously about their own. 

This is not the way for Great Britain ai 
to settle their disputes; intelligent pei 
countries might devise mutual securities 
which perhaps neither country would off( 
of a third party. It is a sort of famil, 
foreign interferences can only do harm ai 
time, but more especially in the present 
when attempts would be made to make i 
in a manner which I am sure neithe 
colleagues would sanction. 

These, I have good reason to know, are 
sentiments of Government here on the < 
of negotiation and foreign mediation, 
reaches you you will have been informed 
tion has been refused, with expressions 
treat separately and directly here, or, i 
to you, at Gottenburg. 

I believe you may rely upon it that fro 
we shall not here depart, not only from 
objections I have already stated to a m 
tion, but that your persevering in such 
considered here as the touchstone of yoi 
though I trust our Government does n 
the prevailing opinion here that a seci 
nexion exists with France, yet your perse^ 
this insulated question before the Powers 
would favour ose susnicions. and i 
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ie negotiation it is in reality for the purpose of comi: 
t that result with more certainty. This city has, 
nderstaud, been proposed to you, and Gottenbu 
ffered as an alternative in ease you do not choose 
*ust yourselves so near to us. 

My hopes of a favourable result would be much i 
reused by your coming at once in contact with o 
I blisters. The advantages in all eases of treating tl 
rineiple are obvious, but the peculiar character of t 
obit in dispute gives them greater weight. Yon won 
ltd any Minister of this country very cautious in givij 
istructions to any plenipotentiary to treat on a subje 
f so irnirfi delicacy as the rights and duties of Sovereij 
nil subject. Those* instructions must remain record' 
t his office, and may be called for by Parliament. Co 
rssions might la 4 made, securities and substitutes d 
ised, and difficulties overcome in a direct negotiate 
Itieli I should almost despair of if it were to be earri< 
a at it distance; and 1 am quite sure that the mu 
f intelligence which your commission affords on f 
•Intivc policy of (treat Britain and America is mo 
iitii a match for nil our island can produce on the sat 
ibjeef, upon which the ignorance of many of our lea 
ig characters would probably surprise you. But y< 
mild naturally wish to ask the question whether, shoo 
tm consent to come here to negotiate* there is a pro 
[*lr chance of a favourable result. Upon this I w 
ive you my candid opinion* and I know that 

tfi v»*t% tt uimft* i h** vm it tm 
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niiiiifrim ran <lo rn<*!» *»f hrt im\% j»r# f 
\\v run tni'ir lifts I ralm r,i« li nth# r wi 
rmnlt, ami % hi* t i **r ,i n**-iti# nt 

rarry fit*’ fr >mir* «■■'» m*v« m « 

ngiiiji'tf \ utt into f !sr im*r« iiuj^i f .tut 
runt r' S f , 

With f Itm* frt lint* * u I n ho f li® • w »ir 
'IV only «* non \u on! ,u t n* ?<>o; h» 

fl$r iinj#r« liirnf *if mn * n .1 *go 
if ^If ’rritiii* ii11*i ii«tf \u\ lO'oor #h?!‘* • 
illi\ ttin!t»»n *4 flo m f!o m ;•»« mm, * o 
; int * r*\ (I iff** | hi i if t *| |4i ,|i r i m f mo 

mi*I I %%ill i»*♦ f hs gin ** (mm ; f t ,g 
flii - tjiir !i«»!i of § on?* n 11 ]i ii t m< i * f 
ril**rf fur * oj,m ihj! |v ”,\ \ \ it ,h* u V > i 
in Coiniuh fh'* |nt'\o!#-.'f onmo m V „ 

Ua** a \ur of ju i«*i} '.otli |L* r # ’l'h »>f 

rMiin • Mill wiftiM *»nl * h*» 7 , 7.to! n, 

flnnin nn4 flat t!o n ii*r» i <« * 

In light if “lit ii * Mil n », t f -mM \\ 

U rll nr ill lh*nii4so| flrnf not noil 
jimrlitrif at tin* tun*’ oir «h'hht t .iM * 

tjflr -fi< >11 of ' riUlit n, i'Aii li n i . »im 
Jifi f »‘\f, In {ir folio r, r< i I*;, .in** »nh* 

11 n njnniitii t !«hm» 1 » to t -n o Ion 

n»j|«rrjif 4 # ini f lit * )i*4?*/r\ 1 hi hgo 

of '0 ring o ft 1 tm of j« i mi 
li growing ii|»iino»i t? ,s ho 
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ifHy of our maritime power, supposed to be, and whi< 
ndnuhtedly is, involved In tins question. 

Sti iinieli I vim confidently say of the disposition existii 
Hut art* the difficulties, .supposing the dispositic 
it hot It dde‘4 fo be perfect, of themselves insurmountab) 
r nre me doomed to the neeessity of perpetual wa] 
pon this point 1 will give you with sincerity my opinio 
■dial! not trouble you with any extensive discussion 
aibjeet with which you are ho well acquainted. T] 
ifheiiltiei are very considerable, but, although I ei 
urtlly miiv flint I think they can lie surmounted to tl 
litre mitiiivthm of both parties, I do think that I 
iierre and friendly discussions some system may 1 
rvbnt of practical rllleieney to answer the reusonab 
urpoHC‘4 tif both countries. At all events, it is the dm 
f both to make some arrangement, because some a 
mgement or perpetual war are the only alternativ 
t ii eimy on either side fo dress the question out wr 
tipnlnr nlf met ions, but any indifferent person unde 
finding if it it# I considering it calmly must be sensib 
inf tut our side we could not admit your pretensio 
i fheir full extent without endangering the diseiplin 
lid even the existence, of onr navy, and, on the oth 
funk that on your part yon cannot submit to the existii 
ns practised by m* There is, therefore, a neec 
tv of miiiiii* settlement. If yon submitted at preset 
ir growing power and population of America won 
♦frr n settlement on the two eountries at no distil 

I #4*a *1*»** Httiit itia tvll#»t m* 
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an American as an inevitable concomil 
war, and to provide for it accordingly, 
discuss the abstract question of right 
one of necessity, and with us I sincerely t 

If therefore the disposition of your G 
adhere pertinaciously to the determinat 
better security than the Act of Congres 
should think your coming here or nego 
useless for any good purpose. I know it n 
I know that any Government of this c 
restrained from such an unlimited c 
known and certain danger, by the state 
and that the best friends to the rest 
would not be bold enough to recommenc 
other hand, if you are desirous of endeav< 
explanation and concession, to consult 
just apprehension of both countries, I 
assure you that you will find a correspc 
here; and although I would not spes 
difficulties to be overcome, I am incline 
sideration of the subject to anticipate 
degree of success from the joint effoi 
and those persons whom our Governmen 
to appoint to meet you. 

I have thus, my dear sir, ventured i 
what occurs to me on the interesting 
mission. I should not have risked < 
feeling certain that I was not misleading 
proper to trust to them. I hope the 


APPENDIX I 

If I rim personally la* of any service, I trust you v 
roily command me, and that I may be permitted 
resent my compliments to Mr. Bayard and Mr. Adai 
.ith whom I believe I have the advantage of a ve 
light acquaintance, which I should have the great* 
lit Olfaction in being afforded an opportunity of improvir 
1 urn, with great consideration and personal regai 
ear sir, your very obedient servant, 

Alexandek Baking 

ALBERT GALLATIN to ALEXANDER BARING 

St. Pktbiisbuuo, August 27, 18 

>KAK Sue, 

'Hie letter (of July 22) with which you ha 1 
ivoured me was received on the 17th inat. For this 
•turn you my sincere thanks, and duly appreciate tl 
nportance of the information you have obtained, and tl 
iotives which have actuated you. Although I cannot wri 
t freely as a person whose communications do not eon 
lit his own Government, the hope that our correspoin 
ice may he of some public utility induces me to ent< 
i far in the subject us is consistent with my situatioi 
We have not received, as you suggested, the informatio 
mt the mediation of Russia had been refused by Gref 
rituin. with expressions of a desire to treat with i 
•paratcly and directly at London or at Gottenburj 
is possible that laird Walpole, who is said here to hav 
me to the Emperor's headquarters, may be the bcarc 

that (•immmmi-ntinn We lotve in the meunwhil 
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to trout afterward* of rnmm«*m% if 
C!u\rrnmont, and without rrfrrrtirr 1 

rim wU‘i iilltnlr**( to |i\ tlit* Fri" of 

in his lint too find i* turn tttrtittot 

of hh ditrrtt* dr irr Out old\ to nuikr |t 
Mi tho rotation i brtwrrii tIn* two rmi, 

fririidl) footing. 

It dor* tint Itrhiitg to lilt* to dart 
which your (tmrrfiiitrit! nay two* to f r 

flit* tnaliufiott nf Hu *4u; Imf mr »rfr u 
wlitii \vt* Irff Atttrrtai, flint im% stall n 

Ititd lift interest tn <fir restoration of j 

two emmtrie*, dttrr fin* war titfrrritfifi 

relation * wifli America, find diarfrd n 
the itrlti iSi forts* from tin* iiti|toi!jni o 
warfare, In llir terna nit w Iti* h 
ill tin* rssriitiiil jioiiil tit i .• n*- a jminf, 
grit* roiild not in (irtniior ari-.** with r 
had no immediate inf* n sf, In Ih«» * % 
tlirfrfofr tip* rvsrtiftul r* »|ni if * . in ti 
ti ratteen* midi flint jtmirr might |ir madi 

IIn In tlir subject of tip- *!t }«tifr Ih 
with fitroin Wr lind old) frielidlv and I’I»1 
hill Ho jfniifinil roinii \ioii, \«*u had . 
tuna of fhr *01 in** inil nrr with ours tin* 

extensive nriiltn And > »d hud nf f 1 

liltillliltI* {lolitii'ill roimr\i*ni, tin i r;a 

your tiring united in n mo it import tu 

tl f , »4 
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not presuppose that if the mediation was a 
us there could he any hesitation on the sub; 
part of Great Britain, unless she considere< 
at all events at this moment, either impraetie 
desirable. We did also believe that our acc< 
mediator a Sovereign at war with Prance \ 
dear evidence* of our neither having nor wishi 
any political connexion with this last Pow 
must remove those suspicions on the part of yo 
ment. to which you allude, and which, although 
erroneous and destitute of foundation, migh 
continue to have an unfavourable elfect on 
turns and termination. 

Such was the view of the subject under 
Government acted in the appointment of the 
nary mission; and you must at once pcrce 
a rejection of the mediation on the part of Gr 
hud been anticipated, the result would have 1 
direct mission to that country for which tin 
preliminary foundation, but merely a declai 
the 1’idted States accepted the mediation, am 
ready to act upon it whenever it was ucccpto 
Britain. 

It wilt be a matter of regret if this frank pr< 
the part of America, this effort to re-establish 
honourable manner and without suing for it, 
the threshold, he defeated by the absolute refi 
Government of the offered mediation. Witl 

I** 4> ikktmd t/vrto Vi 
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America is conrrrncih h nf nil v \eats n 
admissible, 1 still indulge tin* hope that \ nt 
flailing tlint n rejection of flic tinlinti**n i 
mission is eoneerned* 11 refuwil t<» negof in 
that confidence in the stfjrrnf \ of «nsr il 
views to which we feel our eh cm rut if led. m i 
mdemthm of flit* subject, find if practical 
fill iicrrjstniirc of flic mediation mil It f 1 
principles. 

With respect to flic iiniiii f|iic*>!ion, fIn 
mi arrangement, you are •sensible thnt t 
time ami nil this oeeusion enter into d 

would not finvc given up my |n4ifI^nl 
separated myself from tin hiiitth tfitlro 

fiti arrangement priirtiratde and that I mi 
utility in effecting if* ton are sufficient! 
law fit wfiiefi i, nil allude r» n tntiiii* ijuil n* 
limy t however, be considered im ii jiriimi 
the general disport mu uf f tie America 
t« advance toward* ii compromise, tin 
mult! not lie more explicit mil limit in fin 
the negotmfion itself, I mill null state 
desirable it might hr fn define %% if f i pm 
permanent iiiiiiinrr the respect he righl 
rountries mi the i»ntij«*r! of impressment, 
tliilt this rtm hr effectr4 nf the* time, tIm 
eiia he induced to ithandoti it •* rightor 
thnt respect, All that, ill fllj opinion. rill 
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vv<‘ said will he used for its intended purpose of assisti 
i promoting the restoration of peace. I know how de 
tis object, is to you, and that we both have an eqi 
•sire that not only peace hut the most friendly relatio 
id understanding should subsist between the ti 
mntries. 1 can assure you that such also is the since 
id earnest desire of my Government, and that nothi 
hioh can be done in that respect will be omitted on n 
irt or on that of my colleagues. Whatever the rest 
my be, 1 will preserve a just sense of your friend 
mduet on this occasion, and remain with great consider 
on and sincere regard, dear sir, your very obedie 
■rvunt, 

Albert Gallatin 

ALEXANDER BARING to ALBERT GALLATIN 

London, October 12, 18 

K VII Sill, 

The letter you favoured me with of August 2 
ached me in course of post, and if I have delayed n 
ply it has not been, I can assure you, from any negle 
the important subject of its contents. I have bet 
ideiivouring to be useful in an object which I have vei 
ueft at heart. At this season of the year those wi' 
hum 1 wished to confer are generally out of town, at 
*rre tpondenre becomes necessary. In communicating 
tu the result of my endeavours I am sorry to say th. 
icy have been less successful than l could hope or tlu 

**♦ HUM 4 i urn • ti4 f lut onmn 1* w a hAwrmrf 
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I shall confine myself principally to the resi 
the rather as little time is left me before 1 
of the post, and I wish that no time may be 
here resolved to abide by the principle of direc 
I had hoped that an agreement might hav 
advanced and ascertained that the med 
have been a mere matter of form, and in 
might have been adopted for the purpos 
your powers alive, and although I could of 
to nothing like certainty as to this probabi 
ment, I am still inclined to infer it from tl 
pression of your letter and from what I I 
here. But it has been resolved here not to de 
first resolution of entering only into a direc 
and it is thought that, upon the whole, tin 
be saved by this mode, even though it 
you to have recourse to America for an 
your powers. The arguments used by y 
of a Russian mediation are very ingenioui 
ference of insincerity is drawn from Ameri 
this mode, but there are circumstances cc 
the nature of the question which makes 
when in any common political dissension it 
most rational and satisfactory course to 
whatever may be the weight of argument c 
you may be assured that the determination 
ocable, and before this reaches you it mu 
communicated to you in some authentic g 
the same time a readiness for direct negoti 
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an the Baltic will probably be closed t 
n\ igntion by the end of this month. The omission 
Ir. Adams mime in the passport was quite accidents 
nd must have been my fault. I have no recollection < 
it* circumstance, but I probably concluded at the tin 
uit as he was the resident Minister at St. Petersbm 
e would'not return. 1 trust, however, that he will n< 
five 'hesitated to accompany you on account of th 
mission, which he may be assured will be of no cons 
ttrnee, ami that tin* vessel, with any person belongir 
t the mission, will la* suffered freely to pass our fleets. 
On the subject of the probability of an agreemei 
etween the two Governments I am sensible that yc 
Hist necessarily write* with reserve; but as I am und< 
o such restraint, I will state to you fairly what yc 
my expert here, and 1 do it because this may influem 
our determination on other points, and because 
(ways think that between States, as between individual 
here the intentions are honest, plain language is alwa; 
referable to artifice, We wish for peace. The pressu: 
f the war upon our commerce and manufactures 
ver; they have ample relief in other quarters; an 
aired, the dependence of the two countries on ea< 
flier was, ns it usually is, overrated. But the wj 
as no object; it is expensive; and we want to cari 
ur efforts elsewhere. Our desire of peace, therefor 
iiunot be doubted, ami you may quite rely upon i 
tlth respect to the only question really at issue, we a 
imposed to concert with yon the most efficient means - 


almcwf everything flint h ohjeetioimhle 
point y* hi will liiitl «.h mimutitltlr mui lil 

firm upon flie question t*f not giving iiji 
examination ami Nrurrli, mui in4er»! wit 
not only to see praer restore*!, hut to 
given to Ameriea on thb |***iut mi 
thought :*he lui4 n right to I nuinof *« 
under our present system of manning oiir 
All the Arts of <*ongrt 4 Mi or Arts of hurls, 
tie framed would hr inrlfrrfmil without 
sure t hut when \ ott route to the * It! m I o % 
th<* same opinion; mnt if h for fiih r»*a 
from the mutton* vvoniing of ymr letter 
not l»e dbineJined to m$ arrangement upoi 
where everv preraulioit would hr taken 
think, rlfeettuilly, to remove evervthing si 
in ffir present {♦rii* , fin% and to -itihjert if 
hility towards both (»o\ eminent**, mukr 
Hill he iiiinlr consistent with ft state of pra 
trouble yon with anv 4**f iuh*4 e\aminafi<* 
the general principles of our t »nv eminent 
iih 1 have stated, and if thrv nrr tad rep 
instructiiiii'i 1 think vmi would 'nnm r*»in 
of jiriier without the help or himiranee nj 
I have not jrt tiii4 a goo*i opportune 
to send y«»i*r letter* for Mr*, tiaihttin; the 
hut 14 eartel h etpet ted III sail in a few 
chilli he taken rare of. We have nut In 
any for you. I hrg you it ill believe u 
lliippy to hr Useful, and with great r4n 
dear sir* your sincerely devoted servant. 
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LkTTEU FUOM Vui/TAIUB TO THE COMTK X) 


» Fit 

\\%hi In p\m brllr ocrnnion, mon rlier an 
votrr tnifti:4«Tr W*lr.*4t\ 11 du inriHei 

jt* jitii’rtr twrvotf dr v«*a bottfrM. 

Jr vtitii mmjiirt\ tnoti rlirr rt rrnpr 
dVmplnjcr ftnif votrr rrfdit iitiprtHt dr Mon 
dr n*t.U*ul; iittprrn dr ara nmis, m‘U Ir fmit 

Ililiffrr:eif% rtr, tir, K| pounpud tor-jr %*o? 

fun! d'uppui, fmit dr y.Mr, tnnt dr vivncitf\ t 

prompt MtirrOi-i? Pont Ir Idtii du HTVtrtn im 
jmttr buff tv Ir I Hit' dr UrtuiMtirk. M. (Hill 
mi\ giirtlr** iStii v *sr,H| tjni voii'i prtWfitrtii nut 
rrquCHr, r:4 dr lit jdiiM liiirirnnr futmilr tlr 
nr font f lirr pour noto tlr jwVr rii fib drpttb I 
1/Olirlr dr cvltii-ri il Hi tni drVflfit ( 
ftitr 11 Hi il In mitlhrttrru^r rt nbomiimbl 
Umtmrh, il vr tpir jr rmis; jottritlV oft 1 
firrnt mntb lour drvoir. Si rr nVat f»n 
rV^f nillriir»; Ir fnit r?4 qtdtl n Hi fill"; < 
lilrM.if. It ‘i»Tt drpnb din inis; il a Hi ni 
vmt P^trr, ll fnnt dr:i nidoM-iiiiiior titii 
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EXGUSll Tti .i SSL A TIOS 

f 

Hw\ my tlrnr ting**!, in 0*»* fin***! f»*r m 

ininififriilSDii. 1 mu inking f*»r ili»* §cfrntn»f n^rviri* I 
your kiiidtirtw. 

My 4nnr iiml lnniniiml*!** frtrtnt, I un)*l<*r«* v**n »<t 

with fltr t hiv <lr (‘hnmrtil, mill In?* fnriittn* un<t if ? 
iiiiuSrrmi, rf p. Whv <l*» 1 jw>K f*»r mi liHlrll »i*j»|*ir 
<|ptrrim!tftti*‘n nlwivr nil fur a B|irr<lv utrl f4iirr'r%?ifi 
§Ctm«i u{ ftii" nrrvt*'i% *!«*nr Jittgrl figtii thr I ht 
M, tiiillfilin, *»!in*rf «i tin' tfttm I p«h»* ml! j* 

rri|iir«f In \<»u, tn'l<i|ig?i f«♦ I Id* »44*”’. f htunU in I *ri 
fJirir hl*«*4 1*4' in frmn fmfr i t»* ’s**n "itirr f 

Tl*«' tuirlf *»f tlm c#ni!nti!i mi,a ki!!*'4 lirf^fr 

Wim, I hrhrvr, lit fli«* mihiiJtJ*V Hint amirndM tl?i% *4 

mlirfl fhr Stttw rrglfli*ii!n lilmtr* 4l ! tfirir iliH% , If |1 
it 14 in fHHlirW tp-fr rW Thr fip'f frlDfiitn lliaf |p w 
m'llil Hr llllit if-rlArit f*»? frit % mf», 

■- wtllrli l« fill* fir milllfJi Wr itnrif ftfsft II 

Cirrittiifi iitnl *l»n ftir nrtivr hip! inirlhgrni. fir t« 
)iil| % ill Imtn liltli flir rli|r! finlttfr nf him 

If t» JrflVr f*» sc*4 II #tftrr4l »lr«*h III * **ur 
fllirt kljti|||rm?i lltpf «»" ’ fill'll hr lint kil|rt|, fr.r hr |tt 
tl tll*|»hrW 4<( flit- MftitfttDr t 'alrfplfifl 4 <m 1 ? njito 

lliu inti!lirr loo in m wmiililr m Maskitir f 4lrii4r«i, 
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Thakhi,atiox or Diuthion or the Am An aw isto 

Whrrrim tin* ahnvr rrjiort miulr in tin* (hmnril of < V 
rrrr and Miiuufurturr, with fh«* following rrstiln: 

(1) llilit tip* < iovrriUlltTif of till* Tnilnl StatrM hi | 
mini hy hrf art of tip* hit March ISO** hy tin* t»n 
tint! 20th Mas follow mg flint thr French Ships 11 
rrrlnuiili'Hr therein contained, which enter their j m 
nttlti he Jiilt under srtjuestrutiou, hut flint I hr n 
ration uf thr aforesaid ships and merchandise hii:i In 
ilrmh 

( 2 ) Tlmt it lilt .*4 firm established hy thr same Art tl 
ini tin* relations w if h Frunrr Imvr hrrn re-eMabihd 
r confiscations will continue to have their cHert. 

P) Hint fltr Art of tlir hit Mfirrlt IHW hits been J 
to execution on every oerasiou fhut has presented 
if, not only against thr Cargoes Imt tlit* Pm 

Ipn in wrlh \W tm\r ordered* inn! or«lrr wlmt folio 1 
tl) Hint thr f 11 iifi*4 arising from thr sales of thr Am 
Hi Cargoes %viiii*Ii Int\n firm sold tip to thin date, 11 
r total whirh ha 4 hrrtt placed on deposit in the (*ni 
Amortlament, ahull tit* transferred to thr public trr 
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liny ord«T an to tin* di >|io if inn of tin 4 IV 
mill always uidtin^ t«» trrat fin* I nifnl 

mi pn,*i,'iil>Ii* mill iraiiK * *11!y u it h rryn f 
jiriiiiil tltHih \\ v iifjrri* flu! fin 

iriill idiijri rlifrriilg *mr port - diall in4 
jirirumiTt. I ait ‘hall hr M-nf bark f»» f IttVi 
(Til Tin* ti|:-»1 1 «i"s11 h *ii ;a fii*«nr '4afri| :=lui 
with rrgitrd to nil thr Ainrriran '-Jiij*** nls 
Otlf Jfoftii mill brill * i rijl|r\frrrd Alirr 
1 Si IS fn tin* I s 4 iif Mil) of I lii* jifr-'-if til 
*ln!t* iif flu* Art by uliiih fit** t nitrd r : f 
tin* Art nf flit- 1:4 March Ihii 1 !, 

(ti) III thr ftlliirr and tif» f «* thr P>t * 
dlifr fKrd In I hr Irf trr of I*nr Minbfrf o 
ft* tli«* mlinn \*» of f hr I nitrd 

rrvfinitinfi nf ntir drrrn ** rf }I® fiin mr 
riiiir flint nlir rnitdifioin r*if ablidird i 
Irtfrra ar«* fuifillrd i thr Aiurriratt *>lii| « 
port?*; but tht* unloading i amutf tahr 
llmrir dgtird h\ our baud, and «*n m r?n 
Chititiril uf t ‘iiiiiisirfrr *5fitf in^ that f hr) 
by their 'Olbiui'runn to t 
Chiiinril nf tirraf llrsfiiiti and that thr; 
ifi \\riird ilrrrrrt nf Hrrllli ninl Milan, 
fmtii nl niir Piiliin* of thr Trianon 
islth 
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